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Vision and Mission of the Journal

‘Research Expression’

Vision:

To cater the academia, researchers and aestheticians, to find the best in their honest criticism,
appreciate by promoting them and providing a platform for better academic performance.
Mission:

To encourage and provide the researchers and academicians a venue to disseminate their

knowledge and ignite the young creative minds to contribute to the grand design of improving
natural knowledge and perfecting all philosophical arts, science and commerce.
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Editorial

Description begins in the writer’s imagination, but should finish in the reader’s.
-Stephen King

Research Expression established in September 2016 with ISSN 2456-3455 is a scholarly Multi-Disciplinary,
Peer-Reviewed, Print Journal which publishes research papers and articles of high quality of Higher education
on Literature, Arts and Aesthetics, Science and Technology, Law, Commerce, Humanities, Social sciences,
Culture, Media Studies, Critical and Creative writings, Folklore, Translation Studies, Linguistics, Philosophy
and Hyper Text.

The year 2020 engulfed the whole world into the grip of deadly Covid-19 pandemic making life miserable
and futures fragile. However facing these challenges the shift towards normalcy has paved way for more
scope for fresh ideas and insights for the budding writers. There is a lot that could be restructured and
developed from disbelief to belief, therefore the team Research Expression hopes and wishes all the authors
and artists to support by contributing so as to make this enthralling odyssey continue. We believe what G.B.
Shaw has said “Life isn’t about finding yourself, life is about creating yourself.”

The ideas and thoughts expressed by the writers would certainly allow the readers to delve deep into
the inner recesses of new technology, scientific world and emerging new literary spaces. We hope that all
our endeavours will turn fruitful once again as we look forward to your wholehearted support in the year
ahead to disseminate knowledge and serve our students, scholars and the entire fraternity. Stay healthy and
stay safe.

Happy Reading !!!

Note: Due to Covid 19 Pandemic the College was unable to publish and release the journal ‘Research
Expression” on time. The ‘Research Expression’ team apologises for the delay.
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Tess Slesinger (1905-1945)

Dr. (Smt.) Basobi Shrivastava*
Professor of English, S.L.P. Govt. P.G. College Morar, Gwalior (M.P.).

Abstract

The United States has produced some of the best novelists, playwrights, non-fiction writers and screenplay
writers. Their contribution to English literature is remarkable. We also have some of the finest women writer
who’s works are remarkable in their own accord.

However, Tess Slesinger is one who made quite a contribution to American Literature, but could not
outshine the kinds of Emily Dickinson, Anne Tyler George Sounders, Mark Twain, Edgar Allen Poe, to name
a few. Her writings were outstanding though her literary career was cut short due to her untimely death
at the age of 39. She was a writer with a skill for balancing deep emotions with satire. She was also the
one who openly addressed the issue of abortion in her novel ‘The Unpossessed” which was later made into
a film.

She was a sensitive witness to the upheavals of her time - the economic depression, joblessness, insecurities
and a sense of uncertainty among the people. She has recorded these insecurities in her writings.

She dedicated her only novel ‘The Unpossessed” ‘to my contemporaries’ She embraced the cross-currents
of her time. Her works show accomplishments. She has also written a number of film scripts which will long
outlive her. Her literary contributions vouch for her talent and potential as an author.

Keywords: Hispanic writing, psychological realism, internecine warfare, Radicalized, prescient.

There is a great and proud tradition of American writing, including some of the world’s best authors.
Novels, plays, poems and short stories pour out of the United States with increasing number of women
writers, African American, Native American and Hispanic writing making a strong contribution. American
writers contribution to English literature is incalculable.

The credit of showing a new domain and opening the doors to a new realism goes to Mark Twain and
Henry James. While James immigrated to Europe and embraced psychological realism in novels such as
Portrait of a Lady (1881), Mark Twain used national dialect in classics like Huckleberry Finn (1885). The
twentieth century has witnessed the flowering of American Literature.

Arthur Miller, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickenson, Hawthorne, Melville, to name a few, are known for their
novels, poems, short stories and plays. Raymond Chandlers tried his hand at writing several screenplays
besides novels and short stories. Some of his novels have been made into films.

However, there remains a name Tess Slesinger who couldn’t be accorded a pedestal for her contribution
to American literature. Tess Slesinger is a lesser known American writer with a collection of short stories,
some fiction, some non-fiction a number of screenplays namely, The Good Earth, (1937) His brother’s Wife,
Girls School and a few more and only one novel ‘The Unpossessed” during a short span of literary career
as she died of cancer at the age of 39.

She was born on 16th July 1905 as Theresa Slesinger in New York to Anthony Slesinger, a Hungarian
dress manufacturer and Augusta, a welfare worker, who later became a prominent psychoanalyst. Her family
was Jewish. She moved from the sheltered, wealthy, assimilated Jews into the internecine warfare of New
York.

*Corresponding Author: Mobile No. 7509165621
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In December 1932, Story magazine published her first short story “Missus Flinders, which was based on
her own experience of abortion and was perhaps the first of its kind to address and highlight the theme
openly. Later she incorporated it as the final chapter of her only novel The Unpossessed” (1934). The novel
satirizes the New York milieu in which she lived. The world of radicalized, educated Jews provided satire
material for her in “The Unpossessed” which was published two years after her divorce from her first husband
Solow who was a journalist and her classmate. She also worked as a journalist for some years. She wrote
book reviews for Menorah journal.

Her parents unconventional relationship influenced her and contributed to her pointed irony. It also
helped shape her vision of marriage and the battle of sexes that was the subject of much of her fiction and
screenwriting. She was unmistakably a product of her times.

She was a novelist with a skill for balancing deep emotion with biting satire. She became one of the first
writers to explicitly discuss abortion. The central character Margaret Flinders of “The Unpossessed” undergoes
abortion to please her egotistical husband in order to ‘free” him. Her skillful use of ‘stream of consciousness’
established a light tone while revealing her persona’s despair. The reader identifies with her because her
problems are questions and her attempts to solve them are processes. Missis Flinders published as a short
story is a masterpiece of ironic understatement affirming both the pain and power to endure of her character.

The twenties were the years of hope and gusto, which gave enormous self-confidence to all individuals.
Thirties presented a completely different side of life. The 1929 debacle sent shock waves throughout the
country but the optimism of the 20’s was still alive and the country was confident that it would tide over
the ups and downs of business and economy. But it was not to be so. The inevitable effects of the depression
began to be seen in the rising number of unemployed and migrants looking for jobs and money. Hundreds
of workers were laid off, maids were dismissed and female members of the family took to work.

The mental state of the people now posed a more disturbing question than the economic problem. Being
unemployed was a social disgrace and humiliation. It was a phase of crisis of faith: faith in one’s own
capabilities, faith in law, faith in leaders, faith in American progress. The whole structure of American society
seemed to be collapsing into pieces.

Tess, was a mere sensitive witness to these upheavals. She has recorded in her stories both the economic
insecurity and the pervasive sense of uncertainty in the minds of the people. “Jobs in the sky” reveals Tess’s
fine understanding of her milieu. It deals with the worst problem of the era-joblessness. There are other
stories of Tess that show her explicit understanding of the 1930’s. Her stories not only capture the socio-
economic aspect of the times but also projects it in terms of its human drama.

The tensions and the sense of insecurities of the period are fully dramatized by her in the content of
human relation and emotions. What makes the story characteristic is not merely the direct satirical attack
on the social evil, but the ability to, ironically, seize the interrelatedness of the individual moment and the
general milieu in terms of class-structure man- woman relationship and hopes and failures of the common
man.

In addition to "'The Unpossessed,” her only published novel, Slesinger’s writing credits include one book
of short stories, Time-The present and several screenplays, including the Good Earth and A tree grows in
Brooklyn, Dance, Girl Dance, The Bride wore Red, His Brother’'s wife, Girls’ School. Remember the day.
Non-Fiction

How to throw a Cocktail party.

Writers on the Volcano.

Fiction_

1. After the Cure.

2. Ben Grader makes a Call

3. For Better, for worse

4. Mr. Palmer’s Party
[2]
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5. Young wife

6. The old lady counts her injuries

7. The best things in life are three.

8. The Lonelier Eve

Dedicating her 1934 novel The Unpossessed ‘to my contemporaries’ and titling her 1935 collection of
stories. Time-The present, may have been eerily prescient of Tess, Her works not only embraced the cross-
currents of the lived moment but her life was cut short by cancer. She died of cancer aged just 39. Her brief
life spanned the continent from the heady world of New York left wing intellectuals to Hollywood’s sunshine
as a screenwriter. Her works show accomplishment, her short stories and her film scripts will long outlive
her. Excerpts from newly discovered notes for another novel focusing on the real workers of Hollywood
establish her importance as one who saw through the pretensions and complexities of her own time to basic
human issues. Her literary contribution speak strongly of her talent and potential as a writer. Some of her
works being unfinished could not see the light of the day due to her untimely death.

Her writings have been widely acclaimed by critics as ‘impeccable’, ‘brilliantly written” and ‘sheer genius’.
She; co-wrote Pearl S. Bucks’s screen adaption “The Good Earth’. She also collaborated on scripts and screen
adaptions of four films with her second husband. Tess’s screenplay and fiction dealt with class-differences,
sexual competitiveness, gender inequality and the problem of the artist in contemporary society.

Tess did not live to see the premiere of ‘A Tree Grows in Brooklyn’, She left a bulk of unfinished work,
leaving behind her two children Peter and Jane.

Works Cited
The New York Intellections, Wald, Alan (1987)
Rabinowitz, Paula Labor & Desire, Women’s Revolutionary Fiction in Depressed America (1991)
Jewish American Women writers: A Bibliographical and Critical Sourcebook Edited by Ann R. Shapiro (1934)
Tess Slesinger. Author of The Unpossessed. Writer of short Stories, Film Scripts New York Times.
Rabinowitz, Paula, (1 March 2009).
Tess Slesinger (1905-1945).
Jewish Woman _ Archive.
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The Native American Civilizations and
their confrontations with the Old World

N.R. Gopal*
Central University of Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala.

Abstract

The new developments in technology in the fifteenth century helped the European navigation excel at
its best. The invention of the magnetic compass and the building of larger and stronger ships for voyages
leading to carriage of huge quantity of cargo with safety, fostered the discovery of new lands. The Spanish
and the Portuguese became the first to venture across the Atlantic in search of raw materials, trade and
spreading their faith. In their venture to control trade politically, they established colonies and exploited
their natural resources. This paper aims to explore the ruthless means adopted by the Europeans to colonize
the American continent leading to the devastation of the traditional cultures, beliefs and civilizations there.
The paper outlines the magnificence of the Native American Civilizations which they lost to the assailants
from the Old World.

Keywords: Native American Civilizations, Conquest of Americas, European Colonialism.
I
Introduction

After the European discovery of the New World, the American civilizations which were symbolic of long
prevailing traditions were ransacked by armed men from Spain. The impact of this destruction can be felt
even in the present times. Even today the issues more relevant to Native Americans in the contemporary
world include societal discrimination and racism, poverty, historical trauma and challenges related to poverty,
crime among youth, education and public health covering alcoholism and suicidal tendencies.

Native Americans, however, were among the first people to discover much of the popular stuff today-
* Aztecs introduced the Popcorn to the Spanish invaders, who shared it with the rest of the world.

¢ The Aztecs used the passion flower/Krishna Kamal, now used in herbal medicine, to calm people, relax
them.

¢ The indigenous people used cacao beans to make a hot drink flavoured with chili. In Europe it was
called “drinking chocolate” and now popular around the world.

¢ The Incas built bridges to cross deep rivers. They made suspension bridges using plant fibres. These
bridges were sturdy and safe.

We need to look at the sad and painful historical facts related to the Native Americans. The world history
portrays that, Spain sponsored the voyages of Columbus and it was these voyages which led to the discoveries
of the great ancient civilizations of the Americas. We also need to understand that the history of colonization
of the New World was written mostly by the Conquistadors or conquerors. We rarely get to learn about
these events from the point of view of the inhabiting peoples of the Americas. The ruthless Europeans always
stated that they colonized a new land after bearing great difficulties. Contrary to this, for the native people
who were already living in the Americas, this was an invasion of their native land. The Europeans were
interested only in the exploitation of resources in the New World.

*Corresponding Author: Email: neelargopal@gmail.com ¢ Mobile No. 9418080936
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To point out the examples-

¢ In the Andes of South America, Francisco Pizzaro led the conquest of the Inca Empire.

e In Mesoamerica, Cortes led the destruction of the Aztec civilization of Central Mexico.

* Pedro de Alvarado, led the first conquest of Maya civilization in the highlands of Guatemala.
The heavy loss incurred due to these conquests is hard to imagine today.

Historians have concluded that at point of time the combination of European domination and unknown
Old World diseases caused the deaths of millions of native people on the American continents. Further it
needs to be mentioned that other European countries like Portugal, England, and France along with Spain
wanted to dominate the New world that is the Americas. The Europeans had a significant advantage in any
conflict with the natives because they possessed better weapons than the primitive spears and arrows
possessed by the natives. The natives believed in gaining prestige by humbling their enemies but the
Europeans believed in aggressively destroying and killing enemies. What we get to realize here is that
although the natives defended themselves with bravery, they could not defend themselves against unknown
diseases like Smallpox. Gradually, the natives were weakened and defeated by the European invaders. There
was visible destruction and also attack on the pride and identity of the native people. A misconception was
spread to justify European subjugation of the so called savages. Rather, it was claimed, all things civilized
originated in the Old World.

Then after all, what was the European explanation of - How did civilization come to the Americas? It
was imagined that voyagers from the Old World who had arrived in the Americas before Columbus had
taught the ways of civilization to the natives. Thus, the Aztec, Inca, and Maya civilizations were considered
as the offshoots of forgotten people who travelled from different parts of the world like colonists from Egypt
or Rome or India. The story of the origin and growth of civilization in the Americas is an amazing story
largely supported by archaeological proofs.

1
Native American Civilizations
1. Ancient Maya Civilization

Let us now peep into the world of Maya. The Maya inhabitants can be located in the present-day countries
of Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador, and Honduras. The ancient Maya civilization dates back 4,000
years, around 2000 BCE. Major change all over Mesoamerica, central America, began after 2000 BCE in the
Formative period of the Maya Civilization. The Maya natives began as nomadic reapers. They gradually
settled in villages by 1000 BCE. The period between 2000 BCE to 1000 BCE marks the beginnings of
agriculture. The earliest evidence of slash and burn cultivation of maize can be found in Guatemala. These
early agriculturalists began to grow maize, fruits, cacao and a some root crops. They also did hunting and
fishing for survival. Since social hierarchy was uncomplicated based on subsistence. The native led a family-
oriented life. There was increase in population and settlements between 1000 BCE and 300 BCE. Also there
is evidence of public architecture during this period.

From 300 BCE to 250 CE, Maya civilization began to evolve more complex and elaborate mechanisms
to support the growing populations. The important institution of Maya Kingship was formed during this
time frame. The period from (250 CE to 900 CE), also called the Classic Period is considered the height of
the Maya civilization, featured by great accomplishments like:

* unique writing system believed to be the only complete writing system in Mesoamerica
* unique calendar
* polychrome ceramics

¢ earliest use of rubber was made in 1600 BCE by the Mayans much before the modern method of
making rubber was invented.

The seven centuries of the Classic Period displayed huge developments in Maya civilization along with
gradual increase in population. The huge stone buildings and pyramids were built during this period.

[5]
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Throughout the golden age, the Maya civilization flourished in tandem with the prevailing environment. After
the Classic period, followed the “mysterious” slump of the Maya from (900 to 1000 CE). The Maya abandoned
their spectacular temples, pyramids and palaces which were the cornerstones of the Classic period. Often,
The Maya have been accused of overpopulating and mismanaging the environment and natural resources.
But today, the historical evidences indicate that the Maya’s agricultural practices continued into the colonial
period and persist even today.

In the Post Classic Period (1000 AD TO 1521 CE), once the Spanish established their base in northern
Yucatan peninsula (Central America) by 1546, they began to impose their views and customs upon the Maya.
This was a time of great disruption. The Maya people suffered because of:

¢ introduction of European diseases
* native customs were looked at scornfully by intruders
¢ they were enrolled and exploited as labour.

Catastrophically, the vast majority of Maya documents were destroyed by Spanish religious preachers.
This created a huge vacuum depriving the world of information about this advanced Maya civilization. In
1696 that the Spanish conquered the last of the independent Maya city-states.

Today, the Maya way of life has greatly changed over the long span of time since European colonization
and subjugation. Earlier the native institutions were replaced by a Spanish colonial civil and religious
administration. The old Maya social hierarchy of elites was destroyed and their glory snatched. Conversion
to Christianity was done cruelly. Colonization was justified by declaring it as a means of spreading faith.
Many of the intellectual achievements of Maya civilization were also lost. The arts of painting, sculpture,
metallurgy, and feather work disappeared from Maya society. Native Maya books (called codices) were
burned. A great deal of knowledge was lost. The information about Maya history, religion, medicine, and
commerce was also lost. The Maya economy was altered forever.

However, inspite of all, it needs to be mentioned that the Maya readily accepted much of the new
European technology. There were environmental consequences. The land was exploited by colonizers for
valuable resources—especially gold and silver. Yet, even after centuries of exploitation traditional Maya way
of life have survived. The institutions of marriage and kinship that governed family life persisted because
they were out of the reach of Spanish administrators. Several Mayan languages are still spoken today. Today,
posterities of the ancient Maya live throughout southern Mesoamerica. The population is estimated to be
roughly eight million. They have adapted to the modern lifestyles of the 21st century.

From the foregoing account it becomes explicit that the ancient Mayan civilization which existed in the
region of present day Mexico and Central America from as early as 2000 BCE till the Spanish intrusion in
the 16th century was one of the most advanced civilizations in the Americas and we know this through their
outstanding achievements. Indeed “The modern mocha is a bittersweet concoction of imperialism, genocide,
invention and consumerism served with whipped cream on top” (Sarah Vowell 56).

2. The Inca Empire on the Andes

Atahualpa, Inca Chief, on hearing Pope Alexander VI declaring Peru a possession of Spain uttered the
following painful words:

“Your emperor may be a great prince; I do not doubt it, seeing that he has sent his subjects so far across
the waters; and I am willing to treat him as a brother. As for your pope of whom you speak, he must
be mad to speak of giving away countries that do not belong to him. As for my faith, I will not change
it. Your own God, as you tell me, was put to death by the very men He created. But my God still looks
down on His children.” (Minister)

The Inca civilization was founded in 1200 CE and it highly flourished in the Andean highlands between
1400 and 1533 CE. The rule of Incas spread from Quito in the north to Santiago in the south in South America.
It covered diverse landforms - plains, mountains, deserts, and tropical jungle. They built impressive buildings
wherever they expanded. Their civilization is known for — terrace farming, building highways, and
mountaintop settlements. The Incas in South America were the hugest and the most formidable ancient empire.

[6]



The Native American Civilizations and their confrontations with the Old World

They rose to prominence in the 12th century CE and remained in power for over four centuries. At its peak,
the Inca Empire comprised twelve million people hailing from more than hundred different ethnic groups.
It was initially a relatively cohesive unit, due to a centralised language, government and common religious
belief system. The historians mention two most surprising aspects of the Incas:

¢ They achieved their glory without the use of the wheel, cast iron, or any form of writing.
¢ In the end, they became helpless against the Spanish conquerors.

Inca Empire was on the Andean Highlands. The Incas regarded themselves as the special children of Sun.
The Inca ruler was the representative of The Sun on earth. According to a Legend the Incas were created
by Inti, the sun god, however, the historians state that the Incas were initially a small tribe which lived in
Cusco, Peru. They lived in relative anonymity during the reign of their earlier Kings. From the late 14th
century CE, and from the early 15th century CE, Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui began to expand his empire in
search of resources, first to the south and then in all directions. The Incas called their empire as
“Tawantinsuyo” meaning ‘The Four Parts Together’. Sapa Inca was an absolute ruler and lived a life of extreme
luxury. Incas mummified their rulers. Social structure was hierarchical. Local administrators reported to eighty
regional administrators who further reported to a Governor. The Governors of four parts reported to the
supreme Inca ruler in Cuzco.

The Inca society had well-defined social setup. Kinship within the Inca society was unique as it followed
a parallel line of descent. The Inca had a polytheistic religion. The Incas built shrines and temples, where
the priests performed animal and human sacrifices to appease the gods. This was to ensure good crops and
victory in battles. Religious ceremonies took place according to astronomical calendars. Interestingly, they
worshipped ancestors and performed sacrifices.

The formidable legacy of the Incas includes:

¢ Ceramics were painted using the polychrome technique portraying numerous motifs including animals,
birds, waves and geometric patterns. Incas made highly polished metalwork, ceramics, and textiles-
with the textiles being considered the most prestigious by the Incas themselves.

¢ The Inca saved information on knotted strings, known as Quipu. They can no longer be decoded.
It was thought that Quipu were used only to record numerical data. This tool was also used to record
history and literature.

¢ Ina Tunics were created by skilled Incan textile-makers as a piece of warm clothing, but they also
symbolized cultural and political status and power. According to historians Kenneth Mills, William
B. Taylor, and Sandra Graham, the textile patterns- “seem to have expressed concepts of commonality,
and, ultimately, unity of all ranks of people, representing a careful kind of foundation upon which
the structure of Inkaic universalism was built” (15).

¢ The Inca road network covered over 40,000 km for the easy movement of armies, administrators,
and trade goods.

* The Incas constructed large buildings using blocks of stones which were fitted together precisely and
no mortar was needed. These structures have easily withstood the powerful earthquakes which
frequently hit the region.

* Machu Picchu, one of the seven wonders of the world is called as an ancient Inca city in clouds. It
is at the top of approx. 9000 feet high mountain. It is a well-preserved Inca site located in Peru. It
was built around 1450, when the Incas spread their empire outwards from the capital Cusco led by
their leader Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui.

Spanish conquistadors led by Francisco Pizarro reached the Inca terrain from Panama in 1526. They knew
that they had reached with abundant wealth. Pizarro went to Spain for royal sanction to control the region
and be its ruler. The Spanish returned to Peru in 1532. The spread of Smallpox from Central America enfeebled
the kingdom. Pizarro did not have a formidable army. In 1532 Hernando de Soto was sent inland to explore
the interior. He returned with an invitation to meet the Inca, Atahualpa, who had defeated his brother in
the civil war and had an army of 80,000 troops.
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When Pizarro met the Inca King, he through interpreters demanded that the Inca King get converted
to Christianity. A legend tells that Atahualpa was given a Bible but he threw it on the floor. This was a
reason for war with the Spanish. Regardless, the Spanish attacked the Incas capturing Atahualpa. Pizarro
demanded ransom in the form of gold. Atahualpa presented enough gold to fill the room he was confined
in and also twice that quantity of silver. The Incas fulfilled this ransom. Over four months, almost eight tons
of gold was collected. Pizarro did not set the King free although the payoff was given. Rather, he strangled
the King in public.

The new Spanish rulers intimidated the people and their customs. Many facets of the Inca culture were
thoroughly ruined, including their complex farming methods. The major language of the empire, Quechua
was employed by the Catholic Church to evangelize in the Andean region. The main reasons for the collapse
of the Inca Empire were a combination of factors - a perfect storm of rebellion, disease, and invasion. They
brought the downfall of the mighty Inca Empire, the largest and richest ever seen in the Americas.

¢ The Inca language Quechua lives on today and is still spoken by a sizeable people.

¢ There are also a good number of buildings, artefacts, and written accounts which have survived the
attacks of conquerors, looters, and time.

¢ These remains are indisputable witnesses to the wealth, ingenuity, and high cultural achievements
of this great civilization.

Thus, the influx of European intruders marked the commencement of the end of the Inca Empire. The
Spaniards captured the capital Cusco without any severe clash. The last remaining crumbs of the Inca kingdom
retreated to southern Ecuador where they were finally conquered and defeated in 1572.

The history of the Incas highlights their progressive attributes, not only in governance and self-rule, but
also their collective achievements. The discovery of Machu Picchu in 1911 helped the Incas get international
recognition. Interestingly, they had no major writing system, legends and stories were passed on by
professional orators and much of their history has been collated with what was discovered in ancient citadels
and temples. The history of the Incas is still a mystery which needs to be solved.

3. The Aztec Legacy

Another great empire in the Americas was that of the Aztecs. The Aztec Civilization depicted a rich
mythology and cultural heritage. They built huge pyramids and temples. “Today we are at last beginning
to understand the intricacies of this amazing culture, which was the equal of any in Europe in moral
refinement, artistic sensibility, social complexity, and political organization.” (Klor de Alva, ]. Jorge)

The term Aztec means “people from Aztlan”, Aztecs as per their myth referred to it as their ancestral home.
They were a Nahuatl speaking tribe who migrated south from northern Mexico due to drought. After
migration, in about 1250 CE, the Mexica came to the Valley of Mexico and stayed surrounding Lake Texcoco.
The Aztec Empire prospered from 1345 and 1521 CE in northern Mesoamerica. We find that the Aztec history
is well-recorded. Our sources include-

¢ archaeological evidences
* books or Codices
* narratives of Spanish Invaders both armed and religious men.

What we know about the Aztecs from these sources is the existence of a great empire. Its society, culture,
religion and other advancements. Although the efforts of archaeologists and scholars through the present
century are constantly adding on to our knowledge bank. The Aztecs have been famous because they were
conquered by the Spanish conqueror named Hernan Cortez but their Pre-Columbian civilization with its
accomplishments has an exemplary place in world history. Aztecs settled in the huge basin called Valley of
Mexico. The floor of the huge basin was 2,500 metres above sea level and it was surrounded by high
mountains. Although the land was not suitable for farming, but through intensive and innovative agriculture
they supported a very large population. Its altitude and climate did not favour cultivation of cotton and
tropical products. However, the valley of Mexico was rich in mineral and forest resources and the main reason
for the Aztec’s military conquests was to gain control on trade of products which they could not produce.
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The Aztecs settled in the valley of Mexico. And They further went on to build a powerful empire on
the American continent. The Mexica people arrived in the valley of Mexico in about 1250 AD. The city
of Tenochtitlan was formed in 1325 AD. They allied with the city states of Texcoco, Tlacopan in 1427 to form
the Triple Alliance. Tenochtitlan rapidly emerged as a dominant power. The alliance expanded rapidly
controlled most of central Mexico about five hundred towns and cities. It became the most powerful ruling
entity in the history of Central America before the European conquest. Aztecs had military strength but they
were also skilled engineers. They built the city of Tenochtitlan in 1325 on a difficult geographical landform.
It was a small marshy island in Lake Texcoco in the Valley of Mexico. The only means to go from Tenochtitlan
to the mainland was by the boat. The Aztecs joined their city to the mainland by constructing three causeways.
Tenochtitlan was the largest city It had twice the population of London or Rome. Even the Spanish were
fascinated to see the city. It was like a dream for them.

Their engineering achievements include:

¢ the construction of the agqueduct, to bring clean water through channels to their city from the springs
on the mainland

* construction of a massive dam , causeways

¢ artificial islands (Chinampas)- The Aztecs used Lake Texcoco and marshland as extra farms. They
made “floating fields” called chinampas. On chinampas they could produceup to 7 crops a
year allowing enough food for the rising population of the Aztec cities.

Among other things, the Aztecs had a number system, a calendar, great knowledge of medicine and a
rich tradition in poetry and sculpture. They had a well-developed socio-political structure. The political
expansion of the kingdom was implemented either by warfare orby marriage alliances. They had an extensive
network of informants and spies to maintain control over their vast territory.

For the Aztec, the universe was unstable, and death and destruction continually threatened. People
believed that gods controlled all life on Earth, from the weather to wars. They worshipped gods in temples
and offered sacrifices to keep the gods happy. Sacrifice—was required to avoid catastrophe. In Aztec
mythology, even the gods had been required to sacrifice themselves in order to maintain the universe. The
national god of the Aztecs was their sun god, Huitzilopochtli who was also god of war. The Aztec thus
worshipped numerous gods and goddesses. A person’s duty was to fight and die for the gods and, therefore,
for the preservation of universe.

The Aztec Empire reached its greatest height under the rule of Moctezuma II , who was the ruler when
the Spanish arrived in 1519. The last Aztec emperor was Cuauhtémoc who was captured by the Spanish in
1521. To briefly describe the conquest- Herndn Cortés, a Spanish conquistador, arrived at Yucatdn in present
day Mexico in early 1519. He led a contingent of eleven ships carrying around six hundred and thirty men.
After defeating the local warriors by allying with other natives, he reached Tenochtitlan on November 8§,
1519. The Aztec king of Tenochtitlan, Moctezuma II Cortes. He allowed him to stay in his city. On May 20,
1520, the Spaniards under Pedro de Alvarado junior to Cortez attacked unarmed Aztec nobles congregated
at the Festival of Toxcatl and slaughtered thousands, including much of the leadership of Tenochtitlan. This
resulted in a rebellion in Tenochtitlan and Moctezuma II was killed. Cortes and his people had to leave the
city. He was forced to withdraw on 30 June 1520 CE in what became known as the Noche Triste. Along
with local allies Cortes returned ten months later. In 1521 CE he surrounded the city. Due to lack of food
and weakened by disease, the Aztecs led by Cuauhtemoc, gave up on 13 August 1521 CE. Tenochtitlan was
sacked and its monuments destroyed. The Spaniards and their Indian allies went on a rampage, plundering
homes and palaces, and massacring thousands. Women were inhumanely enslaved. Subsequently, the Valley
of Mexico was hit with two more epidemics, smallpox (1545-1548) and typhus (1576-1581), which wiped out
more than eighty percent of the indigenous population of the region. Thus, Mexico City was built on the
ruins of Tenochtitlan.

How did this Spanish military conquest take place so swiftly and thoroughly against the numerical
superiority and home- town advantage in favour of the Aztecs? The Aztec empire fell because of a combination
of forces that worked against them.
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¢ Firstly, the massive rebellion of other Indian communities who allied with the Spanish.

¢ La Malinche of native origin played a critical role in the Spanish conquest of the Aztec civilization.
Apart from serving as an adviser and interpreter of Cortes, she played an important role in diplomacy
helping the Spanish ally with the native tribes.

¢ The Spaniards also had formidable weapons, including horses, attack dogs, crossbows, cannons and
steel-bladed swords.

¢ The impact of European diseases cannot be overestimated in understanding the process of this
conquest.

In Central America there were 25 million people in 1519 but only 1 million native Americans were living
in the same territory in 1592. Analysts warn us that It is not appropriate to define the Aztecs, based purely
on their European conqueror’s judgements. We need not accept facts as per the records left behind by the
Spaniards, whose language, culture and world view vastly differed from the people they conquered. We
need not miss the rich and multi-faceted Aztec history in doing so.

Finally, there are about 2.5 million Nahua people living in Mexico today. The Nahua people of Mexico,
the descendants of the Aztecs in Mexico speak Nahuatl which comes from the Aztec language. Some of them
are farmers and others are artisans, like their Aztec ancestors There is no doubt that the Aztec civilization
in Meso America has left a rich legacy in the form of some great accomplishments in various fields of human
concern.

In the words of Needham and Lu:
‘To put it in a nutshell, the Central and South American high cultures of antiquity were entirely worthy
of comparison with what the Old World had achieved ...The fact is that the Amerindian high cultures
were a human modality of their own, ... But it was real, and the Amerindian achievements deserve all
our sympathy and praise.” (64)
Rightfully in the words of Edward Burnett Tylor “Everything that is really Mexican is either Aztec or
Spanish.” (50)
III
Conclusion
After the discovery of the Americas, excess gold and silver was dispatched to Spain from South America
between 1560 to 1600. It resulted in the growth of international trade and industrialization. The countries
like England, France, Belgium and Holland took the advantage of these discoveries. Their merchants set up
companies and sent out trading expeditions, established colonies and introduced Europeans to the products
of the New World, including tobacco, potatoes, cane sugar, cacao and rubber. The development of European
Colonialism became inevitable atrocious historical reality.
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Abstract

Societal attitudes towards persons with disability have changed from time to time. Various factors
contribute to these changing attitudes. Gender, education, religion, occupation, income, nationality have a
significant impact on the level of disability consciousness. The present research paper will investigate the
level of consciousness of different types of people towards disability in the selected Indian English fiction
which deals with the theme of disability to understand the various psychological and sociological dialectics
that take place in the life of a person with some kind of disability. The approach is interdisciplinary as it
aims at assimilating the psychological and sociological aspects in analyzing the fiction of disabled people.
It will also try to problematize the various linguistic construct applied to people with disability.

Keywords: Disability, postcolonial writing, feminism, community, fundamental values.

Disability studies remain a comparatively unexplored area in India in spite of the fact that it has evolved
as a separate new critical discipline of study in the West. Disability studies takes into account the previously
ignored subjects related to physical or mental impairment. It has not gained importance and legitimacy as
a separate discipline of study as there is a lack of adequate attention on the issue from inter-disciplinary
paradigms. This has resulted in the tendency to study disability merely as an offshoot of other specific
disciplines such as medical science, psychology, social work, community health, sociology, labor economics,
humanities and the arts (including literature) and that, too, in a rather piecemeal and parochial fashion.
Particularly disability remains unexplored in literary representations. Societal attitudes towards persons with
disability have changed from time to time. Gender, education, religion, profession, income and nationality
play a significant role on the level of disability consciousness. In the Indian novels/writings in English,
disability is yet to gain currency in academia as a critical method/parameter. Disability has so far remained
a relatively less significant area of study and research as compared to other modern approaches like feminism,
Marxism, post-colonialism, gender studies, subaltern studies and women studies.

Indian English fiction on disabilities has its own way of expressing one’s societal pressures and personal
struggles characterized by trials and triumphs. Disability has been considered as an index of marginality.
People with disabilities often see obstacles in their path and have to conquer them to move forward. The
social model of disability sees it as a social construction that leads to a feeling of inferiority and ignorance.
Salman Rushdie, Rohinton Mistry, Jaisree Misra and Anita Desai have effectively projected disabled characters
into mainstream literature. Though many a reading has been done on these writers, one aspect of scrutiny
that has been overlooked is the politics of representation of the intellectually disabled in their works. Rohinton
Mistry’s Such a Long Journey (1991), Rushdie’s Shame (1983), Jaisree Misra’s Ancient Promises (2000) and Anita
Desai’s Clear Light of Day introduce strong disabled characters who play a pivotal role in the thread of the
text. These works produce forms of subjectivity within specific discursive fields and the power relations
promote particular meanings, interests and even forms of resistance.

As literature informs and informed, it often includes the sites of people who suffer any kind of
imperfectness and how this is represented in literature. The analysis of the literary texts on disability draw
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out the tension and indifference that is constantly at play in the Indian context between modern ways of
knowing disability and the ways in which they are projected and presented in literature. The textual analysis
also inspects the role of narrative prop that disability plays in the literary texts and recommend a more context
sensitive as well as critical application of disability studies that frequently tends to further itself with a
universalistic claim.

Literary Study on disabilities have contemporary relevance as it helps physically or mentally impaired
people to be represented in the mainstream literary society and to establish their equality and enhance their
self-esteem. It is therefore worth pursuing to have a better understanding of the lives of people with disability
and generating not sympathy but empathy for them. The visibility of the authorial role in the text is one
of the primary layers to be considered in respect of the literary representations of the people with disability
as it opens new vistas on exploration of the social and political hierarchies which serve as controlling forces
in writer’s creation. Literary representations of disable-bodied characters are significant because it reveals
the culturally ingrained way of seeing and perceiving the disabled Other. Disabilities, it is observed, in literary
representations are “allegorical symbols” and a trope to infer culturally imbued meanings and represent
cultural myths like—asexual or sexlessness, ugly, evil, unattractive, cursed, unproductive, useless, and so on.
The “body” becomes a metaphor and a site for numerous discourses. The bodies that are different become
a cause of concern as it reflects the other side of the reality in the binary “either/or” system. The subsequent
exclusion of the “non-normative” from the mainstream signifies “biopolitics” demonstrating the re/alignment
of “power” as it assigns socio-cultural meanings on the basis of groupings or identity categories. Terms like
“abject body” and “sexual perverts” emerges from these re/alignment of power by a paradoxical exclusion
and inclusion which reduce the disabled into a “state of exception”. Reducing the disabled to a “state of
exception” is an abuse of power which is tantamount to using the body as a tool of exploitation and abuse.
Elucidating the use of bodies, Agamben says the body of a slave is primarily to sustain the life of the master.
The body of the slave as oscillating somewhere between zoé (bare life) and bios (qualified life), which is
to say that the body of the slave does not have an independent existence but is part of the body of the
master which completes it or qualifies it for life. Likewise the disabled are regarded as incomplete, and in
all practical matters they do not have an independent existence.

Disability studies is an inventive area with sound intellectual and professional foundation in social
sciences, humanities and rehabilitation sciences. Firdaus Kanga’s Trying to Grow is a typical fictional
representation of disability as it captures some of the finest aspects of the survival of disabled people. Trying
to Grow presents the anchorless position of the differently-abled that forces them to a state of seclusion and
identity crisis leading to their ultimate surrender, despite their consistent efforts to overcome the stigmatic
notions of the society. Their relegation to the margins and the resultant feeling of alienation are sometimes
further reinforced by the well-ingrained codes of social behavior of their respective communities. Kanga,
surprisingly, shows no awareness of such stretching of the boundaries of the form of the novel. His use of
autobiographical material is conventional. Trying to Grow does not challenge readers to make major
adjustments in their modes of perception, the kind of challenge, for example, that Didion’s Democracy or
Roth’s Zuckerman novels pose. In Trying to Grow there are a number of moments, events, and episodes
that perhaps have autobiographical sanction, but they do not work as effective props to further the narrative.
Kanga’s failure to transmute the fragments either of imagination or of life into meaningful building blocks
of narrative is evident from a number of episodes; the death of Sera as a flatiron falls upon her head, for
example, and Brit’'s use of a large volume of Shakespeare’s complete works as a weapon of self-defense are
poorly conceived. The entire Tina episode is rendered completely incredible, as is the suggestion that Sam
may have deliberately engineered his own death by walking across a busy New York highway blindfolded.
All in all, the fictive elements in the novel are poorly conceived. In spite of such weaknesses, however, Trying
to Grow is one of the most delightful books to be published in the 1980s. The prose has extraordinary charm,
fluency, and wit and exhibits remarkable control. Kanga creates a number of memorable portraits. His women
- Dolly, Sera, Jeero, Tina, Ruby, Amy - are skillfully drawn and come across as uniquely alive and memorable,
even though his men (with the exception of Daryus) lack finer definition and compared poorly with his
women. The novel is full of rippling, rich humor, flashes of wit, and a number of endearing characters. It
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is also an extremely tender, moving, and poignantly touching account of a young man who insists on living
his life on his own terms. Daryus’s handicaps inspire him to reach out and demand his share of what life
offers everyone else. Kanga delves deep into the crevices of his protagonist’s existence and lays bare every
hurt, heartache, and agonizing remembrance of desires that were thwarted and remained unfulfilled and,
with remarkable courage and honesty, maps the growth of a mind that must grapple with the excruciating
pain of being different mother, who accepts her son’s disability with grace, and to Tina, his deaf cousin.

As with any bildungsroman, the principal focus of the plot is the young man’s attempt to break free of
his necessarily protective parents and to carve out an independent life. In the process, he discovers his own
awakening sexuality in encounters with a neighbor, Cyrus, and also with Cyrus’s girlfriend, Amy. Cyrus
appears to be everything that Brit can never be, and Brit's infatuation is immediate and intense. But the
relatively idyllic world of childhood soon passes. Dolly moves to America and marries; Brit's father
accompanies her and walks into oncoming traffic; Tina is sold into prostitution; Brit's mother dies; Cyrus
and Amy decide on marriage all potentially melodramatic but recounted simply. The author seems to be
clearing the decks for his narrator because at this point in the novel Brit sees himself as free to move to
England. He does so, and his life, in a sense, begins anew. Kanga’s next book, Heaven on Wheels, is something
of a travelogue that records his early impressions of the Great Britain to which “Brit” moved. In short, he
is very favorably impressed by what he sees, offering frequent comparisons with India that portray his mother
country as backward and insensitive, especially to the needs of the disabled. His Parsi friends in India ask
him to send them favorite foods that had become less obtainable after independence: “And I thought how
ironic it was that this is what the Empire had meant to its most loyal subjects-something to salivate over.”
He utilizes the points in his itinerary to make sociological or political observations, many of them relating
to his own situation as a gay disabled immigrant from a former colony. Trying to Grow has been translated
into four languages and forms the basis for the screenplay that Kanga wrote for the film Sixth Happiness
(1998). The film, directed by Waris Hussein and produced by Tatiana Kennedy, was made in Britain and
financed by the BBC, the British Film Institute, and the Arts Council of Great Britain. Between these two
major efforts, Kanga wrote and presented “Double the Trouble, Half the Fun,” a program on gays and lesbians
with disabilities, and “Taboo,” which were produced on Channel Four in Britain. He also wrote the play
A Kind of Immigrant, which was produced by the Graeae Theatre Company, the leading theater group of
the disabled in England. He has subsequently produced a Channel Four travelogue on the Coted” Azur and
the possibilities of travel for the disabled.

Nariman Vakeel from the novel Family Matters by Rohinton Mistry is a classic example on the special
problems related to the process of ageing which brings with it a multidimensional process of physical,
psychological and social changes. With these perceptions in his mind Mistry narrates the story of an old man
aged 79, affected by Parkinson disease. He faces health problems, his familial relationship as a father and
as a grandfather is spoiled; and that affects him psychologically day by day throughout the novel struggle
for survival in a country like India. Mistry paints on large political canvases, yet for me what elevates his
talent is the way he portrays the deeply personal. Richly remembered details and the idiosyncrasies of all
his characters are what draw the reader into the universal themes of his stories; interconnected lives, promises
and dreams, fighting fate, and shining a light on fractured families resonate with the reader no matter where
they come from. Fathers and sons, sibling rivalry, aging parents and life-challenging illness such as Parkinson’s
are all tackled in Mistry’s work. Even on rereading his books, I was struck by how it makes me examine
by own life. As part of the so-called “squeezed middle classes” in Britain, Family Matters is essential reading
for anyone wanting to understand the pressures and fissures in their own family. One is never let off the
hook.

Though Anita Desai resist simple answers to the question of how gender intersects with disability in
postcolonial worlds, but she offers provocative instances of the transgressive potential of “different” bodies.
Anita Desai uses family as microcosm for larger national concerns. The novel “Clear Light of Day” traces the
tensions of a Hindu family reunited in the family home, where one sister, Bim, who has stayed there caring
for autistic Baba, represents Indian culture, while the other sister, Tara, represents more Western values.
The novel also criticizes the controversy of women’s roles in society by exposing hardships that Desai
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demonstrates through the influence of the western culture, the desire of true gender equality and the social
roles which women are forced to obey. Anita Desai’s Clear Light of Day.

In the novel, Clear Light of Day, Anita Desai explores the ambivalent role of characters with disabilities,
both as sites of transgression and as repositories for cultural tensions in a postcolonial world. In it, Desai
uses the family as microcosm for larger national concerns, as she does in many of her fictional explorations
of postcolonial themes (for instance, in Fire on the Mountain [1977] and Baumgartner’s Bombay [1988]). The
novel traces the tensions of a Hindu family reunited in the family home, where one sister, Bim, who has
stayed there caring for Baba, represents Indian culture, while the other sister, Tara, represents more Western
values. In essence, the family dynamics as the sisters confront their differences and struggle to balance old
and new worlds become a microcosmic exploration of larger national concerns, establishing a “parallel
movement between British withdrawal from India and the progressive emptying out of the Das home . .
. [making] a distinct point about the erosion of cultural frames of reference” (Mohan 1997, 49).

In the midst of their negotiations exists their brother Baba, who is developmentally disabled. At one
level, Baba represents the naive dream of detachment from postcolonial negotiations of power, i.e., that one
can somehow remove oneself from such negotiations. He is literally left out of almost all arguments between
his sisters and thus exempt from the anguish caused by such altercations.

But the slippage of identity, which occurs when the sisters struggle to understand one another’s narratives,
is fostered by Baba’s own fluid movement between symbolic identity categories. If on one hand he reflects
Bim’s passive resistance to change (he is addicted to order, ritual, to the known and familiar), he also embodies
Tara’s internalization of Western values, articulated in the American music to which he compulsively listens.
On the surface, then, his disability marks him as uniquely able to simultaneously participate in imperial
standards and to reject them by escaping reality. Because of this dual role, he becomes the focus of his two
sisters as they attempt to mediate between old and new cultural norms. At one point in the first part of
the novel, Tara persistently asks Baba if he is going to go into the office to perform duties of which he is
blatantly incapable; later that day, when one of his records develops a skip, he rushes off the property only
to witness a man beating a horse and to return, disoriented and deeply upset, “as if he were an amputee”
(Desai 1980, 15). In many respects, he is: that which is absent in him serves to justify why Bim has not changed
and to explain why Tara recoils from “those silences and shadows” representative of “Old Delhi decadence”
(15). Literally, then, it is through his body (his silence, his compulsions, his ghostly presence) that the two
sisters attempt to negotiate a balance between old and new India.

His “amputation” has gendered connotations, as well. Baba is feminized by his disability in overt ways:
he is not self-supporting, he does not participate in the public world, and he is very gentle. But Baba also
lives in a semiotic world, resisting entry into the symbolic by means of his music and his mutterings. Graham
Huggan suggests that “silence and music in several postcolonial texts can be seen . . . as providing alternative,
non-verbal codes which subvert and/or replace those earlier, over-determined narratives of colonial
encounter in which the word is recognized to have played a crucial role in the production of and maintenance
of colonial hierarchies of power” (1990, 13). Like Baba, Aunt Mira, the alcoholic aunt who cared for the siblings
when they were children, retreats into the semiotic and challenges social order with wildly transgressive
acts-for instance, running naked and drunk in public. Aunt Mira does not fill a culturally-sanctioned role,
for she is not mother, wife, or worker. Rather, like Baba, she hovers at the edge of a “new” Indian society.
Both characters act as constant irritants, refusing to fit neatly into either old or new cultural paradigms. In
fact, their inability to fit in either category reminds us that such polarities (an old versus new world order)
are simplistic, unrealistic, and unrealizable.

To that end, Baba and Aunt Mira have subversive potential; they function as the evil eye that observes
and resists inclusion. Though Baba and Aunt Mira are in many respects passive figures upon which tensions
are worked out, the novel itself resists resolution and suggests, instead, that the process of negotiation will
be ongoing. After one of her final outbursts of resentment, Bim comes to recognize that “It was Baba’s silence
and reserve and otherworldliness that she had wanted to break open and ransack and rob” (Desai 1980,
164). And yet Baba himself-whose story is never told first-hand, whose motives and memories remain a blank
in the sisters’ efforts to reconstitute their pasts and thus their present-remains silent, a third space which
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is indeterminate and unrepresentable. He is that Stranger “whose languageless presence evokes an archaic
anxiety and aggressivity” by highlighting the opacity of language in a story where language is all (Bhabha
1994, 166). Those who do not speak, or who do not speak with the dialect of the new nation, are dangerous,
and their threat to nationhood must be contained. One means of containment is making static an
“extraordinary body.” This, I argue, is what happens with Baba: initially dangerous because of his fluid
identity, he is neutralized when the sisters fix his identity as silent shadow, recipient of their dual care,
loveable burden. Thus, together they situate him in a particular role as dependent and knowable. Towards
the end of the novel, Desai momentarily reconsiders the idea of Baba as fixed in his difference from the
sisters, offering a fleeting hope of connectedness in place of differentiation. In this scene, Bim brings Baba
his tea and felt an immense, almost irresistible yearning to lie down beside him on the bed, stretch out limb
to limb, silent and immobile together. She felt that they must be the same length, that his slightness would
fit in beside her size. . . . Together they would form a whole that would be perfect and pure. She needed
only to lie down and stretch out beside him to become whole and perfect. Instead, she went out. (1980,
166). The opportunity of this moment-the impulse towards familiarity if not recognized similarity-is rejected,
and the transformative power represented by Baba is negated. In the very next scene, Baba is absent while
the sisters “paced the terrace” (166).

Desai recognizes the temporal nature of that unity and reconciliation-as Tara reminds Bim, “it's never
over. Nothing’s over, ever” (1980, 174). I agree with Trinh T. Minh-ha that “Silence as a refusal to partake
in the story does sometimes provide us with a means to gain a hearing” (1989, 83), but in this novel, the
“Clear light of day,” that sense of community and connectedness which Bim experiences during a musical
gathering at the novel’s climax, tends to elude Baba, whose “face was grave, like an image carved in stone”
(Desai 1994, 182). Unlike his sisters, mobile, fluid, struggling to negotiate the changing nature of postcolonial
India and their roles within it, Baba ultimately is cast in stone, fixed, excluded from the dialectic of nationhood.

In both texts, physical, mental, and gender-based stigmas create and maintain a status quo where normal
bodies do the necessary work of assimilating to new social patterns while arbitrating old power dynamics.
To that end, the representation of disability, because it remains seemingly stuck in a subordinate relationship
to able bodiedness (which comes to include patriarchy) is problematic. In Playing in the Dark, Toni Morrison
examines the ways in which Africanism has historically done the work of constructing whiteness in American
literature and concludes that “Africanism is the vehicle by which the American self knows itself as not
enslaved, but free; not repulsive, but desirable; not helpless, but licensed and powerful; not history-less, but
historical; not damned, but innocent; not a blind accident of evolution, but a progressive fulfillment of destiny”
(1990, 52). Similarly, the characters with disabilities in the two postcolonial texts I examine exist in a binary
that excludes them even as it depends upon them to develop a status quo.

But we are reminded, as well, that that status quo is tentative, fluid, and subject to constant revision
and that “out of bound” bodies foster that revisionary process in important, even radical, ways. Borrowing
again from Morrison’s argument, who notes that “A writer’s response to American Africanism often provides
a subtext that either sabotages the surface text’s expressed intentions or escapes them through a language
that mystifies what it cannot bring itself to articulate” (66), I want to suggest that a similar mystification
occurs in Clear Light of Day and You Have Come Back. Though Desai and Gallaire-Bourega might not be
fully capable of articulating the transformative potential of disability, whether physical, mental, or gender-
based, their respective representations nonetheless resonate with cultural and political implications. Both
return repeatedly to figures of disability and, in You Have Come Back, to the figure of the sexualized woman,
to explore the unfixed nature of hierarchies, national identity, and power paradigms. For both, disability
is an “echo, shadow, and silent force” which hovers at the margins of their texts (Gallaire-Bourega 1988,
48). This presence, this shadow, always there, demands a closer reading and more careful consideration.
Because however concerted the endeavor to stabilize disability as the subordinate term in a normal/deviant
binary, the potential of characters with disabilities to disrupt comfortable, comforting, and ultimately
unreliable images of totality reminds us of their transgressive potential, however unarticulated, however
mystifying-indeed, perhaps because unarticulated and mystifying.
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The early Indian novels in English are a narrative of a nation in making, and the novelists are raconteurs
of history in the cusp of change. The clamour for freedom from colonial yoke interspersed with discourses
and narratives of identity and nationalism in a land of diversity. However, the likes of Firdaus Kanga remain
as a marginalized writer not just because of his disability and sexuality but also because his writings were
rather ‘radical’ in the sense that they were not in tune with the traditional themes and cultural values but
peaks of the personal concerns and desires. Kanga contributed towards further evolution and growth of
Indian English novel by placing the marginalized at the centre of the narrative. In the prioritization of texts
and writers on the basis of mainstream national parameters, the dialectics of nation and nation-building plays
a crucial role. To write about disability was, in a way, a defiance of the existing social structures and power
relations in the literary field.
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Abstract

The literature of the Native Indian writers of America did not spring from one moment forth but was
rather a process of many years of rekindling from, what can be called, a period of latency. ‘Renaissance’
came to these people, as an opportunity for their cultural and traditional evolution. N. Scott Momaday’s House
Made of Dawn jolted the native writers of the late nineteenth century, however, it is certainly a partially viable
statement, as there was subsequent input by Native Indian writers even before this, only largely
unrecognized.

The depiction of the Native Indians and their lives, by authors representing their own tribes, and
extensively their community, is dignified and real as these characters display contemporary prototypes of
their lived realities.

The writers of the Renaissance, particularly the ones discussed in this paper, appear keen on developing
a distinguished literary genre, one which adapts wholeheartedly from their own tribal traditions, and expands
on their oral-literature, as well as the mythological trickster-tale. Dwelling on contemporary characters and
themes, these writers aimed to achieve the standards, which were established for American writers, and
accounted for their grading among influential authors of Americas.

In this study, with a historical analysis of the 20" Century literature of the Native American writers,
and the structure and narrative techniques they employ, I intend to expound on the design of these
endeavours and delineate their path towards a set objective; one which they did not necessarily preordain
to derive at so efficiently.

Key Words: Native American, Renaissance, American Indian, storytelling, trickster-tale, tribal, culture,
tradition.

Introduction:

The term Native American Renaissance is not justified, first of all, and is a topic for much discussion.
It is as if to say, that the publishing of texts of these influential writers after the 1960s, is the advent of the
Native American literature, and before this there was no literature owed to the native writers. This, however,
is not the case and there are strains of Native American writings much earlier than this so-called Renaissance.
It is not a renaissance, rather a “renascence”, a revitalizing of the endeavours of these writers (Hobson 2).

So where did this term come from? It was coined by Kenneth Lincoln as the title of his book published
in 1983, Native American Renaissance. In this book, Lincoln has stated that the production of the native American
literature saw a subsequent rise in late 1960s and since. The “Indian writers” resurfaced in the 1960s, with
faces like those of Momaday, Welch, Silko and Ortiz, however they were behind the shadows and not really
considered as proponents of Western literature (Lincoln 7).

The Coming of a New Era

Nevertheless, the marking of the Native American Renaissance as a literary movement alludes to the
publication of N. Scott Momaday’s House Made of Dawn (1968) and its being awarded the Pulitzer Prize

*Corresponding Author: Email: osheensharma1423@gmail.com

[17]



RESEARCH EXPRESSION ISSN 2456-3455 Vol. 1V, Issue 6, March 2021

subsequently. It is not so that the talent of the natives before this period went completely unnoticed. These
people, being deeply rooted in their tribal cultures had petroglyphs and bark scrolls which they used for
recording oral literature, an abundance of stories, composed of seances and rituals, heroes and messiahs,
social and political customs, etc. which their writers of the 17 and 18™ centuries used as sources for their
works. They had, however, stuck to non-fiction forms, among which biographies were the most common.

It is only in the late 19t century that fiction, particularly the novel, surfaced in their works, with the
publication of the first Native American novel, Joaquin Murrieta (1854) by Cherokee John Rollin Ridge; and
the first novel by a Native American female writer, Wynema (1891) by Creek Alice Callahan (Teuton 790).

These early writers, with publication such as Zitkala-Sa’s American Indian Stories (1921), Mourning Dove’s
Cogewea (1927), John Joseph Mathew’s Sundown (1934), John Milton Oskinson’s The Brothers Three (1935) and
D’Arcy McNickle’s Surrounded (1936), plunged into their traditional oral literature combining it with fictional
genre, and here they could fully expand their imaginations, and at the same time, revive and sustain their
cultural history.

Momaday’s novel was a midway between the old form of writing and the new native writing influenced
by modern America. The Native American writers, just like their counterparts in the contemporary Western
American canon, were also influenced by the spirit of rejection and interrogation, and they used this, to break
the maintained misconceptions build around the ‘American-Indian” identity. The modern world, which
viewed the native cultures and tribal traditions in their poorest, or as they say, ‘primitive’ forms through
the European lens, needed to look at it through a different perspective, one of a native itself.

Context

The backdrop of the 1950s needs no introduction as such. The post-World War America entered the
McCarthy era and the generation of the Beat writers, heavily influenced by sexuality, modernism, French
surrealism, Daoism, and love for jazz. The economy as well as the population of America underwent a
subsequent upsurge, and urbanization was inevitable. With the Civil Rights Movement and the dawn of The
Cold War, America was preoccupied in emerging as one of the strongest powers. The influence of pop culture
and arts was hefty, laying foreground for the tumultuous 1960s.

For the natives, representatives like Maurice Kenny, whose Dead Letters Sent, an anthology of poems
published in 1958, was among the earliest of Native American writers, regardless it was not even recognized
as “Indian”, as were other works of native writers of the time (Bruchac 311).

They began taking their future in their own hands, with Native American activists coming into play against
racism, violence, poverty, and territorialisation.

The Natives” Narrative Style and Themes

The Native American Renaissance brought new possibilities to the Native American writers of fiction,
who learned from the ongoing trends, of modern narrative styles, thematic multiplicity, importance of
character building and striking language in the novel. They are seen, however, carrying on their traditional
story-telling narrative, something rooted strongly in their culture.

It is evident by Leslie Silko’s title to her collection of stories and narrative poems, Storyteller (1981), that
this very genre is “vitally important” to the Native American writers (Bruchac 314).

The theme of ‘dulce domum’ which literally translates to ‘sweet home” or ‘at sweet home’ is observed
as a common ground, depicting the protagonist as a Native Indian, coming back home after much suffering
in the outside world, only to be treated in his homeland as an outsider by his own people. This is central
to the novels of many writers of the renaissance, following in the style of Momaday’s protagonist Abel in
House Made of Dawn. Moreover, they are depicted as poor, usually out of work and heavy drinkers and drug
users, but with the sense of essential duty towards humankind rooted at their core. The Native Americans,
being the compassionate people that they are, their characters too are depicted as humane and selfless. These
characters, grounded in their beliefs, represent the modern dilemma of the American man, which is old
traditions versus new fashions. They are confounded by a sense of belonging for their tribes back home.
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To Indians tribe means family, not just bloodlines, but extended family, clan, community, ceremonial
exchanges with nature, and an animate regard for all creation as sensible and powerful... Tribe means,
the basics of human community shared, lean to fat, a catalyst to the creation of common bonds against
suffering.” (Lincoln 8)

Another genre, the ‘trickster-tale’, a famous type of ancient Native American story-telling tradition, which
even forms the present-day stock for American fantasy movies and serials, was made popular by many writers
of the Native American Renaissance period. There are many such tales in every culture, featuring a
protagonist, often an anthropomorphized animal, who has magical powers, and serves as a picaresque hero
symbolizing the ‘victory of good over evil’ motif, e.g., the ‘coyote’ tale, one of the most popular among Native
Americans. In the true sense, these writers wished to renew their traditional art, and represent it to a larger
audience against the earlier Indian writings, many of which were falsifications under the claim of Native
American ancestry.

Momaday, the Man of Movivation and Other Prominent Writers

Momaday’s novel, a ground-breaking explosion in the field of Native American Literature, carried the
author’s intention of introducing ‘American-Indians’ into the larger category of American authors.

He did not write to become a “spokesman”, but rather took a step further, leading his fellow writers
towards mainstream literature (Bruchac 313).

Through his work, he inspired public interest into native culture and traditions, particularly his own Kiowa
tribe. In his other works too, he skilfully connects the modern reader to his culture and its interwoven tales,
taking them to a world of fantasies, free from the chaos of contemporary America.

James Welch’s first novel, Winter in The Blood (1974), deals with the theme of identity. The unnamed
protagonist is disoriented all his life due to the death of his brother and father, a tragedy which he went
through at a young age. He quanders between emotional and sexual encounters and is mostly devoid of
satisfaction from both, only to bury himself deep in drinking. The climax of the novel unfolds the protagonist’s
deep sense of devotion for his roots, when he finds out his grandfather was a hero in the Blackfeet famine;
and at his grandmother’s funeral, he performs a Blackfeet custom of burying a prized possession with the
deceased and throws her tobacco pouch with an arrowhead into the grave with her, which serves as a symbolic
relic belonging to the wife of a great chief. Welch, in his work, much like Momaday, shows the dilemma
of contemporary Native Indian life, and their faith in the traditional ‘American-Indian’ beliefs.

Leslie Marmon Silko, a member of the Laguna Pueblo tribe, published her Ceremony in 1977, a novel which
follows the ‘trickster myth’ of the Laguna. Tayo, the protagonist of the novel suffers from PTSD after he
served in the World War II. He comes back to his Laguna reservation, and is completely disoriented by
the horrors of war and the death of his cousin Rocky during the Bataan Death March of 1942. He believed
that the drought on his tribe’s lands is his fault, and resorts to alcoholism initially, but is later helped by
his grandmother and a Navajo healer Betonie, who assigns Tayo on a spiritual quest. The novel is an example
of ‘grail’ fiction, in which the protagonist finds the path to attain his ultimate goal, by overcoming several
challenges. Tayo falls under the category of a trickster-hero, one pertaining to the Laguna myth, who defeats
the Evil Gambler, an evil spirit that had caused the drought on his lands.

Simon J. Ortiz, a significant Native American poet of the late 20 century, believed that the oral-narrative
tradition of his Alcoma Pueblo tribe is their artistic gift, and he makes it his inspiration for writing. Although
he is majorly a poet, he ventures into the creative power of storytelling and uses it in poetry, adding
captivating scenes, and depicting pain and discomfort that his community has suffered from times
immemorial. His famous book of poetry, from Sand Creek (1981) is a lament on the massacre of 133 Cheyenne
and Arapaho peoples, including women and children, by U.S. soldiers at Sand Creek on 29" -30"" November
1864. To talk about the injustice faced by the Native Americans in the name of Manifest Destiny and European
superiority, one even wonders does this term ‘injustice” say enough? Ortiz talks about three separate identities
in the United States, what is to be an American, a U.S. citizen and an ‘Indian” in America. The Native Indians
have been the victims, the subjects, the oppressed, and they themselves now hold the belief that they had
no part to play in the history of the Americas.
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Louise Erdrich, a half-Chippewa American author, wrote a trilogy of powerful novels, though she still
utilizes the traditional story-telling narrative form in them. She published her debut novel Love Medicine in
1984, a complex interplay of three generations of an Ojibwe family from 1934 to 1984. Events are pushed
further right from the beginning by the surreal death of June Morrisey and the discovery by her son Lipsha
Morrisey that his father is Gerry Nanapush, one who represents the trickster character of the Chippewa
tradition. The addition of a love-triangle between Lulu Lamartine, Marie Lazarre and Nector Kashpaw, gives
a humorous tone to the storyline. As noticed in other writers as well, there is a strong focus on themes of
tribal identity, beliefs and belonging.

Conclusion

Native American Renaissance writers targeted the existing European-styled conventions in their literature
and sought for a resurgence in their traditional method of oral and tribal literature, thereby laying the seed
for their successors, to possess a distinct art form. They began the end of the conundrum which their
predecessors had faced when their literature was not even considered a genuine American Indian piece of
literature, and many-a-times was even passed-off as a work of anthropology.

The movement, then, becomes a “hybrid”, one which does “neither focuses on anthropology nor on
literary criticism” (Lincoln 9).

With the efforts of these writers, a new literature emerged, one which not only focused on voicing the
‘Indian’ experiences in the Americas, but also brings them their rightful contemporary literary genre, a
representation of the then and now existing tribal cultures and traditions of a long line of Native American
heritage.
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STETEl &1 ufdfed ufqafdd Siiaqfaie @ 100 wI¢ & HH 2| U g § WWHR b1 g (07 <wfed d b4 dbal
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Abstract

With the independence there has been a growing concern about reducing inequality, poverty, hunger,
malnutrition, unemployment, illiteracy, agrarian and labour unrest, imbalanced regional development etc.
Since last some decades (specially 1990s onward) there has also been a growing focus on reducing corruption
and to protect environment and promote well-being of all. Many rules and regulations have been made and
amended such as: economic reforms, administrative reforms, poverty eradication programmes, anti-
corruption laws, RTI Act, e-governance initiatives, environment protection laws, literacy programmes, labour
laws, employment guarantee, etc. and there has a continuous focus on to evolve a society based on equity
and justice (socio-economic and political). All these changes show that the focus has been shifted from the
model of economic growth only to the new model of sustainable development. Despite many new changes,
the question on how to achieve sustainable development goals still remains. Good governance is one of the
most recognized tools to cope with sustainable development agenda.

This article gives an overview on the issue of sustainable development and highlights the links between
the concept of good governance and heterogonous dimensions of sustainable development. The article also
outlines the selected indicators of good governance and challenges & strategy for sustainable development.

Keywords: Good Governance, Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Introduction

Despite the many reforms and good economic growth in the era of LPG model, the first round of the
neoliberal reforms failed to reduce the inequality and poverty, which led to socio-economic and political
unsteadiness. In 2015, the United Nations launched the sustainable development agenda (which is known
as the SDGs 2030 agenda) which replaced the millennium development agenda that was launched in 2000.
Many strategies, tools, and recommendations have been suggested to achieve these goals.

There are many challenges facing in terms of sustainable development like corruption, high unemployment
rate, widespread inequality & poverty, poor health and environmental degradation, etc. In this regard, the
new paradigm based on good governance is the new strategy that emphasizes the role of state in the economy
where the joint participation of state and non-state actors, civil society and private sector etc. is essential
in the process of public governance.

Basic Concept of Good Governance

Governance is a neutral term while good governance implies positive attributes and values associated
with the quality of governance. It is very dynamic concept which involves much subjectivity in defining the
aspects of good governance.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in its 1997 report, defined good governance as
“the exercise of political, economic and administrative authority in the management of a country’s affairs
at all levels” and recognized eight core characteristics of it:

*Corresponding Author: Email: vijayvermadu@gmail.com ¢ Mobile No. 9810626397
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1. Participatory: Direct or indirect participation of all sections of society is cornerstone of good
governance. This participation needs to be informed and organized which includes freedom of
association and expression as well as an organized civil society.

2. Rule of Law: Just and legal frameworks are the obligation to the rule of law which ensures the fair
implementation of the decisions. An impartial and uncorrupt police force and an independent and
fair judiciary are a must for the rule of law.

3. Transparency: The decisions taken and their enforcement follow rules and regulations and all the
information to be available to those who will be affected by such decisions.

4. Accountability: In general, the organizations and institutions are accountable to those who are
affected by their decisions. This accountability cannot be enforced without transparency and rule of
law.

5. Responsiveness: To obtain a service delivery within a reasonable timeframe to all stakeholders is
necessary for good governance.

6. Equity and Inclusiveness: The well-being of any society depends on ensuring that all its members
feel that they have a stake in the mainstream of society.

7. Consensus Oriented: A broad consensus for setting the priorities among the whole community of
the society, and how this can be achieved are the essential for good governance. It also requires a
broad and long-term perspective on what is need for sustainable human development and how to
achieve the goals of such developments.

8. Effective and Efficient: The process and institutions produce results into the optimum use of natural
resources to fulfill the needs for sustainable development. It covers the protection of the environment
for the future generations.

The stakeholders of governance at national level can be categorized into three broad categories- State,
Market and Civil Society.

Basic Concept of Sustainable Development

Sustainable development (SD) is a concept that has been developed, shaped and transformed over the
years, however it became a topic of discussion at international level after the publication of Brundtland report
in 1987 entitled ‘Our Common Future” by the United Nations. It defines SD as: “development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

The principles of SD include;

* Promotion of good governance

¢ Stable and long term economic growth

* Reduction of regional differences and proportionate and balanced socio-economic development

* Active employment policies

¢ Growth of personal income and consumption

¢ Promotion of justice (social, economic and political)

¢ Environment protection for next generations and efficient usages and allocation of scarce natural

resources.

Sustainable Development is a visionary approach towards the future. It will not be brought about by
merely policies. It requires the spreading of awareness of the need to convert the natural assets for inter-
generational equity.

Millennium Declaration of United Nations
The 21% century was started with a peculiar declaration for the international cooperation towards the

poverty eradication from the globe. The United Nations declared 8 millennium development goals in the
year 2000, to be achieved by 2015;
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Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Achieve universal primary education

Promote gender equality and empower women
Reduce child mortality

Improve mental health

Combat HIV /AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Ensure environmental sustainability

® NN

Develop a global partnership for development.

These goals recognized the vital link between good governance, development and human rights. There
were widely accepted arguments that the governance should play a stronger role in the post 2015 development
agenda.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030

The Sustainable Development Goals were adopted by all member states of the United Nations in
September 2015 as a part of the resolution, ‘Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development’. The SDGs were built upon the achievements of the MDGs. The 17 SDGs are;

1. No poverty

Zero hunger

Good health and well-being
Quality education

Gender equality

Clean water and sanitation
Affordable and clean energy
Decent work and economic growth

0 ® Ny A W N

Industry, innovation and infrastructure

—_
o

. Reduced inequality

—
—

. Sustainable cities and communities

—_
N

. Responsible consumption and production

—_
w

. Climate action

—
s

. Life below water

—_
a1

. Life on land

—_
o)

. Peace, justice and strong institutions
17. Partnerships for the goals.

The goals are comprehensive and people centered, undividable, integrated and keep the balance between
the three core pillars of sustainable development; society, economy and ecology.

To achieve the SDGs, it requires the partnership among public and private sectors, civil society and citizens
alike to make sure we leave a better planet for future generations.

Challenges to Sustainable Development (In India)
Some key challenges to SD are;

* Population: According to data (2020), India is the second most populous country in the world and
approximately 138 crore (17.7% of the world) people live in India.

* Inequality: In spite of being one of the fastest growing economy in the world, India is one of the
most unequal country. According to Oxfam data (2020), the top 10% of Indian population holds 77%
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(the richest 1% holds 40%) of the total national wealth while 90% population holds only 23% wealth
and 73% of the wealth generated in 2017 went to the richest 1% only. This gap is widening day by
day and increasing inequalities affect marginalized sections (poor, lower castes, women, children etc.).

Poverty and Hunger: According to Indian Government data (2019), the 6.7% of its population lives
in below poverty line. In Global Hunger Index (GHI 2020), India ranked 94 out of the 107 countries.

Low literacy: The literacy rate of India is just 77.7% which is below the average of world literacy
rate of 86.48%.

Corruption.

Huge Unemployment and corruption.

The lack of safe drinking water.

Disease, malnutrition and poor medical facilities.

Deforestation due to the development of agriculture and increasing urbanization.
The rising consumption of energy and petroleum.

Depletion of natural resources and increasing pollution.

COVID19 Pandemic: It is sweeping the world and India is no exception. In India, the first wave of
Covid outburst in 2020 while the second wave in 2021. It has been making lots of loses to the economy,
society and human lives. Poverty is increasing as well as health & education is negatively affected.

Strategy for Sustainable Development (In India)

India is committed to achieve the 17 SDGs and the 169 associated targets, which comprehensively cover
social, economic and environmental dimensions of development and focus on ending poverty in all its forms
and dimensions. The NITI Aayog has been assigned the role of overseeing the implementation of SDGs in
the country at the Central Government level.

Some key suggestions and strategies for SD are;

Minimize corruption and promote good governance.

Minimize the gap between rich and poor to make inclusive society.

Minimize all types of pollutions like air, water, land, etc.

Promote sustainable consumption and production

All possible attempts to replenish renewable resources (e.g., by planting trees).

Judicious use of natural resources like trees and minerals (petroleum), remembering the needs of
future generations.

Focus on renewable sources of energy like the Sun and the wind for energy needs. The tropical
countries like India can easily convert Sun light into solar energy and electricity and so create an
atmosphere for green development.

Using environment friendly sources of energy like LPG, CNG, solar cell, etc., which are eco-friendly
fuel and help in reducing the green-house gases from the Earth. Delhi Transport Corporation’s
initiative to CNG and Electric buses in Delhi is one of such effort to reduce CO2 and other harmful
gases. Electric engine in Indian Railway, E-rickshaw and electric bicycle are important initiatives by
Government of India in this direction.

Focus on Integrated Rural Development Programmes (IRDP) to reduce the pressure on urban areas
and the associated pollution.

Revive ethnic Indian system of irrigation and waterways.
Stimulate organic farming and recycling wastes.

Ensure strict watch and control with respect to environmental hazards such as happened in the Bhopal
Gas Tragedy (1984).

Focus on regional level forums for regional and local development.
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¢ The private sector is an important stakeholder in the implementation of SDGs, so promote public-
private partnerships (PPP).

¢ To achieve Sustainable Development, any sector of economy need to focus on; economic growth, social
inclusion and environmental protection. Development in any one of these whether positive or negative
will usually have a knock-on effect on the other two elements. So, for SD, proper balance between
economic, social and environment is essential.

Role of Good Governance in Sustainable Development

In relation to the implementation of the Agenda 2030, good governance will have to play a crucial role
at every level. Good governance in principle and practice is foundationally about the process for making
and implementing decisions. It is not only about making ‘correct decisions’, but also about the best possible
process for executing those decisions. The decision-making processes and good governance share some
characteristics which are keys to the implementation of development agenda. These characteristics have a
positive impact on various levels and aspects of governance including;

Consultation policies and practices

Role clarification and good working relationships
Meeting procedures

Duty bearer conduct

Service delivery

These characteristics would include but not be limited to only the eight characteristics of good governances
as suggested by UNDP in 1997 which are discussed above.

Corruption is one of the biggest obstacles for implementing the agenda in poor and developing countries.
Good governance plays a critical role in fighting against corruption.

In the run up to the framing of new global, regional and local agreement on SD, the call for most of
elements of good governance are found in the most advocacy and lobbying documents presented during
the post-2015.

Some major good governance initiatives taken in India to ensure the sustainable development are:

e Decentralization and People’s Participation — 73*¢ and 74" Constitutional Amendment Act-1992; Rural
and Urban Governance.

¢ Developing programs for weaker sections and backward areas; Social, Economic and Political Justice.
¢ Financial management and budget sanctity.

¢ (itizen’s Charters.

¢ E-Governance and use of ICT tools; Digital India.

¢ Transparency and Accountability measures; Right to Information & Social Audits.

* Public service morale & anti corruption measures; Whistle Blowers Protection Act.

¢ Poverty Eradication Programmes.

¢ Right to Education; Article 21A.

¢ Ayushman Bharat Health Insurance Scheme.

* Women empowerment program; Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, etc.
¢ Environment protection laws; National Green Tribunal (NGT) Act.

¢ Public-Private Partnerships in different sectors such as in metro, airport, railway, health, education,
infrastructure and environment protection, etc.

Conclusion

Today, almost every sector of Indian economy is considering the concept of sustainable development and
sustainability whether it is education, health, construction, energy, petroleum, power, transportation, textile,
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farming and environment etc. for all its future endeavours. The term is quietly used in India and same is
being done all over the world whether it is developed or developing economy in tune with SDGs.

In spite of good economic growth and open market policies, the development agenda do not seem to
achieve much success in the absence of good governance.

Now, it has been determined that there is a highly significant and positive relationship between elements
of good governance and sustainable development and it is also understood that neither can be pursued
without other. Thus, we can say that sustainable development and good governance are two sides of the
same coin.

Since, the Government of India has taken many initiatives to strengthen the governance yet many more
initiatives ought to be taken in this direction to achieve the SDGs by 2030 and make India as a developed
economy in true sense.
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Abstract

The word “Work life balance” has gained increasing popularity day by day. This term has been used
widely in corporate, especially in large companies but the same importance with material knowledge and
evidences has not been found in academics. Moreover, till date, researches on work life balance has directed
only towards work-health balance largely. However, this paper is directed to examine work life balance,
their impacts, and ways to overcome adverse cause. The discussion on same is targeted here to restore the
working community’s problems and identifying major cause of it. This research is empirical in nature and
focuses on the basic fundamentals of work life balance, the reasons of unbalanced work and family life,
ingredients and ways to overcome same.

Keywords: Work-life balance, work-family balance, work-health balance, satisfaction level
Introduction

If career success is important and suppose that balance is synonymous with anathema for compromise
and success, then Work-life balance will make more successful. There is a misconception that balance does
not work for those who want to succeed. But that’s just not true (and it’s based on a common misconception
that work-life balance is less stable). Work Life Balance is about building a successful life on own terms.

Review of literature

1. (Yadav & Dabhade, 2013) Found that respondents reported average level of work life balance and
is generally happy with their working arrangements. The findings of the study reveal that balancing
care and work affects career progression. Manager’s act as barriers to members achieving appropriate
work-life balance and considered WLB is an important determinant of intrinsic aspects of job
satisfaction. Most of the employees enjoy the job and feel comfortable at their work place. According
to studies; it has been found that it is important for employees to maintain a healthy balance between
work and their private lives.

2. (S. Padma, 2013) have highlighted the role of family support in balancing personal and work life and
found that the present study show that the support from family members will play a significant role
in balancing Personal and Professional lives. Employees who have adult children can easily balance
than those with younger age kids. Similarly employees who need to take care of elder parents/in-
laws health responsibility have lesser work life balance than their counterparts. The study concluded
that lower balance may lead to higher absenteeism, lower job satisfaction and sometimes may turn
to higher employee attrition. Organizations with cooperative work culture may help them to bring
a suitable balance in their professional and personal life.

3. The study of (Ajith & Patil, 2013) on work-life balance for role prioritization of IT employees showed
that the employees were able to fulfill their professional and personal commitments at the same time,
because of better work-life balance policies. The relationship between work-life balance policies and
role prioritization was significant. The study was conducted on variables like travelling time,
depression, temper, work, etc., to know the relation between work-life balance and stress management.

*Corresponding Author: Email: kamalagall4@gmail.com ¢ Mobile No. 7405206877
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4. (Kumari, 2012) commented that each of the WLB factors such as Psychological distress, organizational
changes, working hours, managerial style, job responsibilities, work overload, work life conflict and
personal financial problems, etc., have been proven to affects or are predictive of job satisfaction.
It can also be concluded from the data, that the overall WLB policies positively correlates significantly
with level of job satisfaction which shows that job satisfaction increases with the increase in work-
life balance. The results also indicated a shift in perceptions about work-life balance and job
satisfaction. In the past, employees often found it more difficult to maintain balance due to the
competing pressures at work and demands at home.

5. (Tarriq, Siddique, & Tanveer, 2012) studied the considerable knowledge related to the theory and
practices of Work-life balance from extensive meta-analysis of literature found that work-life balance
is both important for the organization and for its employee’s particularly in current dynamic
organizational scenarios. It helps the organization to improve productivity, efficiency, competitiveness,
morale and hence gain a competitive edge. Similarly employees are benefited from work-life balance
initiatives through increased motivation to work, enhanced satisfaction, empowerment and ultimately
more commitment to the organization.

6. (Albertsen, Rafnsdottir, Grmsmo, Tomasson, & Kauppinen, 2008) Studied the relationship between
work hours and work life balance and found a strong association between larger numbers of work
hours and lower levels of work life balance amongst women. For men, the results were less conclusive,
while for gender-mixed groups, an association between overtime work and lower levels of work life
balance was strongly supported. It was found that nonstandard work hours had a negative influence
on work life balance and some evidence suggested that it had a negative influence on children’s well-
being and on marital satisfaction.

Research Objectives
1. To identify core ingredients of work life balance.
2. To analyze various adverse impacts of unhealthy work life.
3. To find out relevant practices for healthy work life balance.
Research Methodology

This research is based on secondary data and empirical in nature, studies the possible aspects of work
life balance and issues with it using previous work done so far, data collected from the past surveys by
professional bodies and organization with review papers and theoretical concept of working personnel.

What is Work-life Balance?

Work-life balance means preference between personal and professional activities. It is the level of life
of a person when his job related activities are present in the house.

What is an Ideal Work-life Balance?

This question is rather debatable. Happiness is sometimes defined as having little or no difference in
a person’s professional and personal life. This balance has become a local issue due to the increasing amount
of technology that eliminates the importance of physical space in determining work-life balance. Previously
the line between professional and personal was clear so taking work home was difficult or impossible.

Following are few steps suggesting building balanced work life.

1. “To prioritize and focus on what is most important to you” Self ensuring for your own well-being
enabling you to serve for the betterment of others and take control of your life is the answer of what
is true success? In addition, a balanced lifestyle makes you better rounded, more creative thinker
and more productive and that means you will have more potential for success in your personal and
professional life.

2. “Start creating a balanced life” All the reasons why work life balance is important are a guide for
you on how to start creating a healthy work life balance. Now is the time to start creating a balanced
life and when you give up the rest, start by controlling what you can do, which means focusing on
your mind. Building a less stressful, healthy mindset is major of the foundation.
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Figure 1: Components of Work-life Balance
Theories of Work-life Balance

A few theories on work-life balance integrate spillover theory, segmentation theory, compensation theory,
congruence theory, Inter-role conflict theory, border and boundary theory and enrichment theory.

¢ Spillover Theory: This theory explains exposure in one role affects experiences in the other,
representation the role more identical. Research has studied the spillover of mood, values, skills and
behaviors from one role to another (Edward & Rothbard, 2000).

¢ Segmentation Theory: This theory has been utilized to explain work and personal life are two
different segments and do not affect each other. Moreover, the satisfaction derived from work place
maintains balance between work and family (Edward & Rothbard, 2000).

¢ Compensation Theory: This theory explains how work and family display alter relationship (Clark,
2000). Moreover, both work and family have two different spaces where the negative experience of
one could be repaid with positive of another.

¢ Congruence Theory: According to this theory, factors such as knowledge, identity, hereditary compel
or level of education could impact positively on work and family (Zedeck, 1992) (Edward & Rothbard,
2000).

¢ Inter role Conflict Theory: It implies that taking care of a demand in one area (work) makes it tough
to meet up the demands in other space (family) (Greenhaus & Powell, 1985).

¢ Enrichment Theory: This refers to how encounters from aptitudes, capacities and values or inclination,
fulfillment to improve the nature of the other area (Morris & Madsen, 2007).

* Work Family Border Theory: The result of this theory is work-family balance, which leads to
satisfaction and good functioning at work and home, with minimum conflict (Clark, 2000).

* Boundary Theory: This is a general theory of social classification which focuses on results, for example,
the individual allot to home and work and the straightforwardness and recurrence of transitioning
between roles (Zerubavel, 1991) (Ashforth, Kreiner, & Fugate, 2000).

Reality in 2021

The dreaded Covid-19 crisis has shifted work and household duties under the same roof for many
families. For some of them, finding work-life balance while working remotely becomes more difficult. Parents
who work from home can schedule important virtual negotiations but their children can also have a standing
teleconference. Indeed, a virtual morning preschool meeting can be as important as your own conference
calls or virtual team-building. So, you will need to make some effort to combine the rest of the workday
for early morning and after bedtime.

Why is Work-life Balance Important?

Maintaining a healthy work-life balance will have a positive impact not only on health and relationships
but also on employee productivity and performance. When team members don’t see work on a regular basis,
they will work harder and make fewer mistakes.Given the fact that nowadays it can be difficult to attract
and retain new workers; companies that get a name for promoting work-life balance have become attractive.
Let’s list some of the more relevant reasons why work-life balance is important to your company and
employees. Following are few important reasons of work-life balance;
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1.

Reducing Health Problems: Being under stress, you run the risk of further ruining your physical
and mental health apart from just your social life. Poor work-life balance usually leads to dangerous
symptoms that can affect your well-being: from the flu to serious heart problems. Maintaining balance,
you will significantly limit health problems and absences. This ensures that your company is more
efficient during business hours.

Enhancing Engagement: With the help of team members in finding a healthy balance between work
and home, you will increase their engagement level. An engaged employee will become a loyal
advocate for your brand and product to your team members. If something needs to be done after
a normal workday, they will be late for work.

Reducing Burnout: Stress comes from time to time at all times. However, you can avoid workout
burnouts and make some effort to ensure that this does not happen to your team. Burnout occurs
when you are overwhelmed. It can affect every aspect of your life. Sometimes it’s really important
to encourage your team to take time off and leave work.

Velocity Mindfulness: Maintaining a healthy work-life balance gives us more control over our focus
and ability to focus on the task at hand. This is about mindfulness. A healthy work-life balance will
help create an environment where everyone is dedicated to work. You should quickly improve
retention rates, profits and productivity.

Work-life Balance and Various Payments: The essential goal of any employer is to save money and
maintain a healthier, more productive workforce by creating a work environment that prioritizes
work-life balance.

What exactly does work-life balance look like? Over the years, the approach to work-life balance has
been constantly evolving. For employers, it should be useful to know “how to differentiate between different
pay generations - Baby Boomers, Generation X and Millennial.”

»” N

”~ N

Figure 2: Picture Defining Generations

Table 1 Generations and Their Attributes

S. | Category Age Birth Range Aspirations Attitude for

N. Group Technology

1. | Builders 71 or above 1950 or before Home Largely
ownership disengaged

2. | Baby boomers 52 - 70 1951 - 1965 Job security Early

adapters

3. | Generation X 37 - 51 1965 - 1980 Work-life Digital
balance immigrants

4. | Generation Y 22 - 36 1981 - 1994 Freedom and Digital
flexibility Natives
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5. | Generation Z 7-21 1995 - Security and Techno-
2012/15 stability holics
6. | Generation 7 or below 2015 onwards Basic need -
ALPHA

Source: (FOURHOOKS MARKETING, 2015)

Unbalanced work life and unfavorable cause

60% of Indian working professionals surveyed rate their current work-life-balance average to terrible.
To inquire for work-life balance, a survey has been made on 2000 working professional by www.monster.com,
in which out of total respondents 45% of respondents were from non metro cities, where work life balance
is not that serious issue. (https://economictimes.indiatimes.com)

“Collectively, 67% of India’s working professionals either sometimes, often or always think about work
when not at work. About half of the respondents in relationships currently, confessed that the lack of work-
life balance makes them or their partners irritable or ill-tempered. Lack of sleep (17%), depression (16%),
anxiety & irritability (9%), hypertension (4.5%) came up as the top work-related illnesses. Back pain (15%),
frequent headaches & fatigue (14%), and obesity (5%) came up as other stress related physical illness.” (Basu,
Sreeradha D;, 2019)

The survey further says “As opposed to the belief that technology is a facilitator, one-third of the young
professionals find technology (laptops and mobile phones) a hindrance in managing family with work
commitments. This becomes significant as 54% of the respondents were single. Other two hindrances that
emerged were meetings, calls and trainings after office hours (18%); and negative attitude of supervisors
towards work-life balance despite the policy (11%). When asked, what work-life means, ‘flexible work hours’
came as the number one response at 41%. This was followed by leaving work on time and not bringing work
home at 39%. The other significant response that came from close to 40% respondents was to get time to
pursue their hobbies and passion.” (Basu, Sreeradha D;, 2019)

Major effects seen of

work Imbalance Major Physical Issues

Major causes of stress

Severe Insomnia &

Various difficulties in work Vulnerable

Job insecurity life

Neck pain at the end of the .

day
Various difficulties in :
Heavy workload personal life ;o Disconsolate and
3 Pessimistic

Indecisive & Feeling fatigue
Juggling personal life Property damage

Ignorance of lunch and
dinner

People issue Verbal assault

‘ Complaining serious stress

Figure 3 : Major Outcomes of Imbalanced Work-life

Another study held on work-life balance has evolved many aspects related to personal life as well as
professional life. This study says “Various studies and experiments have proven that overworking has a
profound impact on both the physical and mental health of the employees. Consequently, unhealthy workers
cannot maximize their productivity at work. In some cases, they cost businesses money due to low-quality
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output and increasing absenteeism.” (Zuckerman, Arthur, 2020). The following table shows how imbalanced
work-life causes severe dilemma to personal and professional life.
Conclusion
Balance of work-life includes corresponding amid professional life which includes career, challenges,
pressure, accomplishment and aspiration on one side and personal life which includes pleasure, leisure, family
& spiritual enlargement. Both family & professional life are vital for people and if are not handled wisely,
may lead to stress and strain and results into various diseases. This study is found important as it tries to
identify how work-life & family-life are consistent and results into stress.
Justifying Objectives
1. The major ingredients mentioned required for balancing happy and healthy life must be kept into
notice and not ignored as usual. From the concerned research we get to know that work-life balance
is all about managing family and work simultaneously
2. How the unbalanced life could be hazardous for individual can only be understood after inquiring
in depth. This study represents how unhealthy impacts can take place in terms of mental, physical
and relational; if work and professional correspondence not managed properly.

3. From the study it is clear that a healthy life is a mixture of pleasure, leisure, family, spiritual and
safety of earning as well as wealth.
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Abstract

This paper highlights the ways of entrepreneurial barriers faced by disabled people in India. The
secondary was collected from Governmental and non-governmental organisations with respect to the study.
Published reports of state and central organisations and studies conducted in related fields and published
and non-published sources constitutes the secondary source. The study revealed that the entrepreneurship
barriers are found among disabled people in various ways like economically deprived due to their poor
education, lower employment rate, lack of accessible information on sources of grants and discrimination
on the part of banks and other financing agencies, may not get adequate experience training in a particular
field, lack of Government support, disabilities face is that making products is more difficult than selling them,
difficulties in establishing and maintaining business contact because the difficulty of travelling and the lack
of recognition, often lack management, legal and financial expertise for entrepreneurship and also found
among them lack of self-belief. It could be concluded that they are suffering in different ways of
entrepreneurship barriers is going.

Keywords: Barriers, Disabled People, Entrepreneurship
Introduction

Six to seven per cent of the population in India is disabled according to the census begin from February
9, 2011. The 2001 census found 21 million persons with disability that is 2.13 %of the total population. There
is a lack of political will in understanding the seriousness of disability issues which has led to inadequate
allocation of resources for the disabled in the country. With a small national budget allocation, no
astonishment the various measures which the government and the society have taken for the welfare of the
disabled touch only the marginal of the problem. The path of the blind, the deaf, the mute, the mentally
challenged and the orthopedically handicapped continues to be distressing. Mainly because of the bulk of
them are poor, enjoying no political influence, their needs come quite low in the order of priorities of the
government. Whatever Government facilities that are available for the disabled are like mere specks.

In India, persons with disabilities are more likely to be poor, hold fewer assets, and ensure greater debts.
The causal relationship between disability and chronic poverty has been broadly discussed but still lacks
broader comprehensive research showing how this relationship operates and can be self-fuelling. A few
studies have been made, which show that persons with disabilities, more often than other groups, lack access
to basic services, employment, credit, land and other resources that could reduce poverty. The vicious circle
between disability and poverty varies as well within and between cultures and contexts but is generally
acknowledged to be healthy. Poverty has to be seen not only from the economic perspective but also from
the point of social exclusion and powerlessness.

In developing countries, persons with disabilities and their families often live in poor and insecure
conditions and all persons with disabilities experience discrimination. Exclusion from full participation in social
and economic life and education opportunities substantially increases the risk of poverty. In India, people
living in poverty are at higher risk of severe health problems and accidents due to restricted access to health
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care, poor nutritional access, poor working and living conditions, which might lead to impairment and
degenerate the present condition. If a person acquires a type of impairment, he or she usually faces barriers
to health services, education, employment, and other public services, and finds himself/herself often denied
the opportunities that could help them to escape poverty.

Disability can lead and cause poverty by preventing the full participation of persons with disabilities in
the economic and social life of their communities, especially if appropriate support services and reasonable
accommodation are not available. The link between poverty and disability is due to discrimination, social
exclusion and denial of rights together with lack of access to essential services, not the impairment itself.
Some persons with disabilities, such as women, persons with intellectual, psychosocial or multiple disabilities
as well as older people, are more at risk of experiencing poverty than others. In some communities, girls
and women with disabilities receive less care and food, have less access to health care and rehabilitation
services, education and employment opportunities. They also tend to have lower marriage prospects than
boys or men with disabilities and to be at a higher risk of physical, sexual and mental abuse.

The number of disabled people in India increases by about 5 million every year. Majority of them cannot
hope for medical, educational and vocational aid. According to the report of the National Statistical Survey
(NSS), disability transition in India is predicted to be most rapid. Between 1990 and 2020, there is predicted
to be a halving of disability due to communicable diseases, a doubling of disability due to accidents and
injuries, and more than 40 per cent in the share of disability due to-communicable diseases such as
cardiovascular and stroke. At present, six to seven per cent of the total population in India is a person
with differently-abled. The study is more significant in the social, cultural, educational and economic
dimensions.

Worldwide, the prevalence of disability is argued to be growing, with population ageing and increasing
incidence of chronic health conditions (World Health Organisation/World Bank 2011). Approximately 16%
of the adult population aged 18 and older worldwide is disabled, with noticeable differences between high
countries (12 per cent) and low-income countries (18 per cent) (World Health Organisation/World Bank 2011).
European sources suggest that in 2009 25% of the adult population aged 16+ in EU member states had some
impairment, defined as a sustained limitation in daily activities, varying from a low of 11% in Malta up to
a high of 34% in Slovakia (Grammenos 2011). Disability affects a wide range of socio-economic outcomes,
including labour market participation, but also other factors that shape participation, including education,
information and transport. Disabled people experience lower labour market participation rates than the non-
disabled throughout Europe, although activity rates (Grammenos 2011) and the disabled/non-disabled
participation rate differential varies cross-nationally (Pagdn 2009). Disabled people tend to be concentrated
in lower-skilled, lower-paid occupations (Meager and Higgins 2011). Low participation rates are costly for
the individuals concerned in terms of economic and psychological well-being, for governments in terms of
lost output and tax revenues, and increased welfare payments, and for society in terms of the impact of social
exclusion and discrimination on civic participation and public life.

As a result of the thrust on economic development the Indian per capita income has increased almost
three times from USD 318 in 2002-03 to USD 889 in 2010-11. India stands at third position worldwide in
terms of purchasing power parity. But despite the extraordinary increase in the rate of economic growth;
there is a stagnation in key social indicators and millions of the countries underprivileged are still deprived
of basic amenities. Majority of Indians (77 per cent), live on less than half a dollar a day (World Bank, 2013).
Aware of such disparities, the government of India is now giving more consideration towards inclusive
growth (in its Eleventh and Twelfth Five Year Plans). The focus is to take the levels of growth to all section
of society. Disability can be stated as some impairment which results in sustained restriction in daily activities.
As per World Health Organisation (2011), disability is growing worldwide due to the rise in the ageing
population and an increase in the incidence of chronic health conditions. In India, during the last decade,
2001- 2011, the disabled population has increased from 21.9 million to 26.8 million, which is an increase of
22.4 per cent (Census of India, 2011).
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Table 1. Growth of Disabled Population in India 2001- 2011

(By Gender and Region)

Absolute Growth (in millions) Percentage Growth
Region Person Males Females Persons Males Females
Rural 2.24 0.99 1.24 13.7 10.6 17.8
Urban 2.66 1.38 1.27 48.2 43.3 55.0
Total 4.90 2.3 2.52 224 18.9 27.1

Source: Compiled from Census of India, 2011.

Disabled non — workers by type of disability and by significant non- economic activity in India — Census,
2011.

Disability is both the cause and the result of poverty. Disabled person lags in terms of education and
some disability. Disabled persons may be of different types and have diverse abilities and interests, but all
of them experience one common problem which is their economic exclusion due to disability. The adverse
impact of disabilities on education and employment has been highlighted by various researchers (Jones, 2008;
Meager & Higgins, 2011) and encouraging entrepreneurship among the disabled to achieve faster and better
economic integration has been suggested (Arnold & Seekins, 2002).

Review of Literature

Disabled people like the non-disabled, face general barriers to labour market participation but also face
specific barriers to entrepreneurship in particular. General barriers are discussed briefly before focusing
specifically on disability barriers. International studies have found disability consistently to have a negative
effect on labour market outcomes, including employment rates, earnings and unemployment rates (Jones 2008;
Berthoud 2008; Meager and Higgins 2011; Lechner and Vazquez-Alvarez 2011). Variations in impairment
characteristics - type, severity and number of health problems or impairments - influence participation rates,
types of occupation and earnings (Jones 2008, 2011; Berthoud 2008; Meager and Higgins 2011).

Berthoud (2008) found locomotor impairments to exert a severe negative impact on employment prospects.
Employer discrimination is a strong influence on the supply of jobs to disabled people (Meager and Higgins
2011); employer perceptions of individuals’ capacity to work may diverge considerably from their actual
capacity to work. Labour market disadvantage is particularly high among those with mental health problems
or learning difficulties (Berthoud 2008; Meager and Higgins 2011). Such disadvantage is sensitive to local
variations in employer demand for labour but less so in relation to macroeconomic conditions (Berthoud
2009; Meager and Higgins 2011).

UNESCO data reveals that a majority of PWDs is unable to earn any livelihood for a variety of reasons,
such as the lack of adequate education or training. Only one to two per cent of PWDs in developing countries
receive an education (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 1998). Also, the
employers, family members and sometimes the PWDs themselves have preconceived ideas regarding their
capabilities, accessibility issues and so on. Compared to their able-bodied peer’s unemployment among PWDs
is usually high. The situation of women with disabilities is even worse, with more discrimination and fewer
opportunities. As a result, PWDs have mostly considered burdens, live in poverty and lack access to basic
services such as education, health care, vocational training, employment, etc. As a result, “Poor people are
disproportionately disabled...and people with disabilities are disproportionately poor.” (Mr. Holzmann,
World Bank). UK data suggests that disabled entrepreneurs are more likely to work alone, rather than employ
others (Jones and Latreille 2011) and to operate from home (EMDA 2009). Jones and Latreille (2011) found
that nearly 80% of the disabled self-employed have no employees compared to 74% of nondisabled and
nonwork-limited disabled men. Those whose disability is not work-limiting appear more similar in almost
all respects to those without any form of disability (Jones and Latreille 2011).
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Need and Important of the Study

All women and men with a disability can and want to be productive members of society. In both
developed and developing countries, promoting more inclusive societies and employment opportunities for
people with disabilities requires improved access to basic education, vocational training relevant to labour
market need and jobs studied to their skills, interest and abilities, with adaptation as needed. Many societies
are also recognising the need to dismantle other barriers, making the physical environment more assessable,
and providing information in a variety of formats, and challenging attitudes and mistaken assumptions about
a person with disabilities. This paper highlights the barriers faced by entrepreneurs with disabilities. Also,
the paper tries to find out if these barriers are different from those faced by other entrepreneurs.

Objective

¢ To examine the entrepreneurial barriers facing by disabled people

¢ To suggest the possible solutions for alleviating the sufferings of disabled people
Secondary Data

The content analysis has been conducted for this study. Entrepreneurial Development Index and earlier
research studies, personal records constitutes a secondary source of the study data are collected from
Governmental and non-governmental organisations with respect to the study. Published reports of state and
central organisations and studies conducted in related fields and published and non-published sources
constitutes the secondary source.

Barriers to Entrepreneurship among the Disabled

In addition to the general barriers, disabled people also likely to face specific barriers in entrepreneurship.
Many of these barriers are deep-rooted social-cultural constraints imposing severe limits on the disabled.
These barriers can be summarized as

Access to Finance: Finance is important for the establishment and growth of the entrepreneurial business.
Most people who suffer from a disability are economically deprived. A new entrepreneur often experiences
difficulties financing new start-up due to limited personal finance resources. Finding enough money to start
new ventures is a difficult task for disabled people. Even if the central government and state government
provides financial assistance to people with disabilities, that is not enough for them. Disabled entrepreneurs
may face more constrain in collecting funds for business due to reason such as their stereotype, poor education,
lower employment rate, lack of accessible information on sources of grants and discrimination on the part
of banks and other financing agencies.

Training and Experiences: For complete a venture, the entrepreneur must have comprehensive knowledge
about the project and must have trained in it. A disability entrepreneur may not get adequate experience
training in a particular field. As compared to another entrepreneur due to the constrain of education and
mobility, disabled people often lack management legal and financial expertise for entrepreneurship. This limits
their opportunity to start and run a successful business.

Government Support: Government support is any course of action which aims at improving the condition
of entrepreneurship. Government support as it relates to entrepreneurship is targeted at encouraging
entrepreneurs by making a favourable environment for entrepreneurs. The favourable environment can in
terms of policies related to infrastructure, regulation, legal framework, financing and taxations, the policies
should be perceived to be supportive by the entrepreneur.

There is a need to understand that generalisation cannot work as there are differences in disabilities such
as the type, severity, period and time of onset of disability. Earlier studies on entrepreneurship for the
disabled suggest that concentrated, customised, one-to-one, or small group assistance, may produce the most
successful outcomes rather than the generalised government policy support (Arnold & Ipsen, 2005; Enabled
for Enterprise 2009; EMDA, 2009; Dotson et al., 2013). Also, the government can play a significant role in
supporting the development and use assistive technology to ensure continual improvement of entrepreneurs
with disabilities. Assistive technology is becoming more sophisticated, increasingly portable, less expensive
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and easier to use, and as a result, hold greater potential for improving the inclusion of people with disabilities
in economic activities such as entrepreneurship (Angelocci et al., 2008).

Market Prejudice: The problem that people with disabilities face is that making products is more
complicated than selling them. They may not even have the full knowledge of the advanced marketing system
entrepreneurs experience market prejudices which may be due to their gender, age, religion and caste. In
addition to the above prejudices, there is also reduced demand for goods and services produced by disabled
persons. This can reduce the rewards to entrepreneurship to the disabled entrepreneur as compared to other
entrepreneurs.

Business Contact: Entrepreneurs rely on their formal and informal contacts for social influence and
experience. Disabled persons may have again had more difficulties in establishing and maintaining business
contact because of the difficulty of travelling and the lack of recognition for them.

Experiences: A compared to other entrepreneurs due to constrains of education and mobility disabled
people often lack management, legal and financial expertise for entrepreneurship. This limits their opportunity
to start and run a successful business. Others influence the career choice and future course of actions of an
entrepreneur. If the person is of the same social group, then the chances of being influenced increases. The
lack of role models for the disabled entrepreneurs also acts as an additional barrier Suggestions

Self-Belief: An entrepreneur’s self-belief helps in identifying and developing the business opportunity.
Persons with disabilities often experience exclusion and rejection. The accrual of such repeated depressing
experiences creates incapacities like the lack of self-belief. Disabled entrepreneurs, therefore, often lack self-
belief that they cannot start and operate businesses successfully. Also, encouragement from formal as well
as informal sources helps in creating self-belief and the courage to bear the stigma associated with business
failure. Often lack of such support discourages disabled entrepreneurs.

Suggestions
Some of the following suggestions given below:

¢ Incorporate interest and needs of the disabled as a vulnerable group as part of new existing poverty
alleviation schemes to promote livelihood opportunities (wage and self-employment) for those living
in urban areas especially slums and from the lower socio-economic background.

¢ Should include disability people All government Ministries (for animal husbandry, Diary and fisheries,
etc.) which have income generation programmes including the potential for outsourcing.

¢ Training of person with disabilities on business aspects such as identifying a business opportunity,
writing a business plan, developing a product service helping customer’s financial management and
employing staff will increase their chances of success.

* Awareness training for the disabled can be used to take care of the obstacles to entrepreneurship
arising from lack of self-confidence among disabled entrepreneurs rising from lack of self-confidence
among disabled entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurship awareness measure refers to the programmes
endeavouring to increase knowledge of entrepreneurship as a career option for the disabled. The
organisations related to regulating, government departments, banks and other institutions with which
the disabled entrepreneur interrelates should be approachable. This will result in bridging the gaps
with the disabled entrepreneurs. Also, a focused confidence-building aimed at startups can address
the barrier of lack of confidence faced by disabled.

Conclusion

The study considered that the entrepreneurship barriers are found among disabled people in India in
various ways like the most people who suffer economically deprived of disability are economically deprived
due to their poor education, lower employment rate, lack of accessible information on sources of grants and
discrimination on the part of banks and other financing agencies. A disability entrepreneur may not get
adequate experience training in particular field, lack of Government support, disabilities face is that making
products is more complicated than selling them, difficulties in establishing and maintaining business contact
because the difficulty of travelling and the lack of recognition, often lack management, legal and financial
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expertise for entrepreneurship and also found among them lack of self-belief. It could be concluded that they
are suffering in different ways of entrepreneurship barriers is going. The government should need to
understand that generalisation cannot work as there are differences in disabilities such as the type, severity,
time period and time of onset of disability. Earlier studies on entrepreneurship for the disabled suggest that
concentrated, customised, one-to-one, or small group assistance, may produce the most successful outcomes
rather than the generalised government policy support.
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In Bihar, since 1974, Dr. Vinayan was a well-known name among the down-trodden, intelligentsia and
state administration. He impressed all these three sections immensely and had few parallels in the country
in the way he lived. Vinayan heeded to the call by Jaya Prakash Narayan in 1974 to bring a total transformation
of society. He gave up his medical degree to come down to Bihar and worked in Jehanabad. He mentioned
once how Jaya Prakash Narayan would make sure that all those responding to his call understood the sacrifice
that was being asked. JP would tell everyone they were not coming as guests and should not expect to be
treated like a groom in the village. They would have to live like the villagers, sharing their lives and struggle.!

A revolutionary in his own right Vinayan had led a chequered life. He was born 11th September, 1947
in Jhansi. Though he was born in Jhansi but his fore fathers belonged to Agra, Uttar Pradesh. He was born
in middle class, progressive, Brahmin family which was greatly influenced by the movement of Arya Samaj.
His father’s name was Vachaspati Shastri and grandfather was Pandit Prem Roy Sharma. His mother’s name
was Vedabati Sharma. His father and mother was active member of Arya Samaj. They had total ten children.
The number of sons was seven and among them Vinayan was in third position. Besides, Vinayan had three
sisters. Vinayan’s two brothers were involved in communist politics and ‘others were high professionals and
two brothers were dead in their early life. So from his family history we could understand the progressive
atmosphere where he was born and brought up and what influenced his thinking.?

Dr. Vinayan got his primary education first from Lucknow and then from Itmadpur village near Agra.
That time he lived with his grandfather who was a doctor by profession and an active member in Arya Samaj
and Congress. By taking part in freedom struggle many times his grandfather went to jail. Not only the
men of his family, but women like his grandmother Sakuntala Devi were also a freedom fighter and actively
participated in this programme. Vinayan’s grandmother was also imprisoned many a time in Agra and
Lucknow, and on one such occasion she spent in jail with her four month older child.® This incident gave
light from where Vinayan got the fighting spirit against oppression, lawlessness.

Dr. Vinayan got his Madhyamik and College level education from Agra and got Medical degree from
S.N. College, Agra. But before sitting down on the final examination he was disgusted with the professional
carrier and family life and was attracted towards nomad life.*

At the age of twenty-five he went to Himalayas and met many saints to solve the questions and to find
out the truth. The thirst of truth led to him in different religious places like Haridwar, Rishikesh, Rudraprayag,
Gangotri and then Kulu, Manali, Manikaran, Rotangpass, Ladhakh and the different places of Tarai Himalayas,
Shivalik and Himachal.> When he went to Gomukh he fasted for 40 days which had a great impact on him.®

In his interview Vinayan said that the impact of this fasting was great on him. He believed a strong feeling
of desire of life existed among the human being. That was why they always thought about the life after
death. But when one fasted, after sometime man can win over the fear of death and that in turn gives birth
to a new philosophy in man’s thought. Up till the birth of the said philosophy, man is always involved in
a conflict with death. This philosophy makes a man to overcome the fear of death. This philosophy makes
a man stronger to overcome the fear of death. This ideology makes a man stronger and bolder which is

*Corresponding Author: Email: girishpandey090@gmail.com ¢ Mobile No. 9431237690
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necessary to fight against any evils. This was a great realization for Dr. Vinayan. This realization also helped
him to arrive at a concrete solution about God. He realized God was not separate from men. He was inside
the men.”

When he understood the truth, about life, then he came back among the common people to work and
create a just and appropriate society, to change the society through struggle. His first step towards politics
was at Haryana, after he abandoned the life of an aesthetic. There, with the help of his Arya Samaj influenced
family background, he met Swami Agnives h,® and with the help of Agnivesh and Indradev he established
a political party named ‘Rajarya Sabha’. This political party got some seat in the Assembly election in Haryana
during that time. It was a political platform of Arya Samaj and had a good relation with the Congress.
Professor Sher Singh was a famous leader of this party. It also got a huge mass-support in the Congress
influenced area, which was not tolerated by the Congress leaders. On the other hand gradually difference
arose between Agnivesh and Dr. Vinayan on the issues of social change and Vinayan thus abandoned this
party.” During that time he was also active with George Fernandez.!” In 1974, Dr. Vinayan first met Mr.
Jaya Prakash Narayan. During that time Bihar was flooded by the student movement under the leadership
of Mr. Narayan. JP asked Vinayan to come to Bihar and join the movement. It was first meeting with JP
and with the call of him Vinayan came to the Bihar and joined the movement. During that time he met the
other young leaders of student movement, among them the famous names are Lalu Prasad Yadav, Nitish
Kumar, and Sushil Modj, etc. But during that time he found out that these student leaders were opportunist
and not very mature.!

When the student movement of Bihar reached a high peak, JP invited Dr. Vinayan in Bihar. The student
movement of Bihar was mainly a political struggle, but Vinayan tried to develop the social side of the
movement. After coming to Patna he engaged himself to establish a mass-government at the village level
in Jehanabad.'? On 1st September he met with Jang Bahadur who was high school teacher. Vinayan came
to Vibansikria village with him and after that it became a work place for him till his death.'® In this village
he saw only boys go to high school. The girls studied only up to primary level. The other social issue was
that in this village the palanquin was used as a medium of transport and was carried by people known as
Kahar. Upon reaching the village Vinayan first protested against these issues which helped him to create
a social base for the movement.™

As a normal phenomenon the changes in the society was not readily accepted by the people. They
protested against Vinayan on these issues, especially the issue of palanquin practice. Vinayan was unperturbed
by all this and to give a clear message to the protestors he decided to go on fast, but it was not successful.
But Vinayan was very stubborn by his nature and which was constructive. This stub born nature was very
much needed in a future mass-leader because it gave firmness in his thought and action. Gradually he w
on over this struggle and it forced the villagers to enter into an agreement with him. As per this agreement,
villagers agreed to use the palanquin only in the case of illness. From this incident his belief on Gandhian
technique of fasting became stronger. This also throws the light about the usefulness of non-violence ideology
in political struggle. During this struggle Vinayan got a huge mass support which was needed in the non-
violent process of struggle. During this time he got the support of 30 families. With his constructive mentality,
this mass support also helped him to appear as a mass-leader. The impact of this struggle also had its effect
on other villages which created a strong base in JP movement and increased the participation of masses in
the movement. Here another technique which was followed by Vinayan was to create mass involvement in
the movement through procession. This technique was applied by him many times. To determine the
involvement of masses in the struggle they organized a procession from Jehanabad to Patna. Many people
joined him and created a strong social as well as political base for JP movement.'?

But there were some weaknesses in the JP movement. Gradually the mass involvement in this movement
became weak and it mainly concentrated among the city -based middle class people.'® Dr. Vinayan and his
some friends and supporters of JP Movement realized that without change in the economic and production
system the caste or class based social structure of Bihar was not going to change. So Dr. Vinayan and some
other people started Bodhgaya Movement which mainly concentrated on land based issues. Apart from that
there was another issue which was related to this movement. The abbot of Bodhgaya was one of the big
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landlords of Bihar. The agitators demanded to confiscate the excess land from the abbot and distribute them
among the landless. During that time Vinayan and his colleagues got strong resistance from the abbot and
State but surprisingly mostly from their friends. During this time there was stir in the world of the Sarvodaya
which also had an impact on the movement. The Sarvodyoists were divided into two sections, one section
supported the JP Movement and other supported Vinoba Bhave and they felt there was violence involved
in the said movement.

Though Vinayan always believed in non-violence, but he felt in universal life raising the question of
violence or imposing the condition of non-violence was in itself treachery. He felt that use of violence in
movements should not be seen from the moral point of view. He said that the administrative system was
not based on non-violence. To suppress the political struggle State always used police force and bullets. But
when the common people went against the State, always it is said to them that violence was not to be used
in their struggle. At that time the question of immorality came forward. He believed ignorance of violence
or to put injunction on violence, are both treacheries. Because of that Vinayan always explained the uses
of violence from the political point of view, not moral. During the time of Bodhgaya Andolan when Dr.
Vinayan and his supporters went to the village to awaken the masses, at that time he faced some questions
from the masses which were valid and rational. The villagers asked questions to Vinayan that what they
should do when the goondas of abbot would attack them for opposing the abbot of Bodhgaya. At that time
Vinayan inspired them by telling that they were not weak and knew how to fight against goondas. To drive
away the hesitation and fear from the peoples * mind and to imbue excessive excitement among them, he
told them to come in the next meeting with cudgel.” This was the right action of a mass leader that not
only led the masses and directed them in the right way, but always supported them and gave the courage
to win. These are the necessary attributes of Dr. Vinayan by dint of his he led mass-movement with elan.

Some Sarvodaya Leaders told Mr. Vinoba Bhave with giving them the special reference of the words
of Dr. Vinayan, that the violence emerged in this movement and Naxals took the controlling power to lead
the movement. So a five member’s team sent from Wardha to Judge the situation and saw the condition.
The team came, attended the meeting and talked with Dr. Vinayan. The team did not find any reason behind
this allegation and they had no complaint with regard to Dr. Vinayan and their supporters. The team
appreciated the activities of agitators of Bodhgaya Movement. Vinayan requested them to join the meeting
to make the movement stronger and to give them the support. The members of the team agreed to do that
and participated in the fasting occasion which was held on the main gate of Bodhgaya Mandir. The decision
was taken that this fasting occasion would continue for an uncertain period of time until and unless their
demands were fulfilled.'”® But no result came out from this occasion because in the third day of fasting
Emergency was declared. JP and others leaders were arrested and in protest against such arrest, some friends
of Dr. Vinayan offered themselves to the police and got imprisoned. But Dr. Vinayan decided to go
underground and continued the struggle in his own way."

During the time of Emergency in 1975, he and his Jehanabad associates associated themselves with ‘Baroda
Dynamite Incident” with amplification in Bihar, but the same was unsuccessful. After the Emergency by the
interest of the local people Vinayan took part in the electoral politics. He participated in the Assembly election
as an individual. But he lost the election for some votes, because he stood against Satyendra Narayan Singh,
who was then President of Janata Party. As because Vinayan stood against Satyendra Narayan Singh, the
Janata Party did not give him the permission to take part in the election as their candidate. As a result Vinayan
parted company with Janata Party in 1977.%

He felt it did not offer any radical solutions to the problems of agricultural workers who were not only
under paid but were also denied the opportunity to live with honour. In the same year he founded the Sichai
Kamghar Union and Irrigation Workers” Union in Birhar’s Rohtas district. He made the Workers” Union
Movement much stronger. At that time the Trade Union Movement mainly concentrated on economic issues
and there was a general belief that it was not able to challenge or create a situation which Led to the process
of social transformation. Vinayan with his great ability made the Trade Union Movement stronger, effective.
Another thing that Vinayan was able to do was to break down the caste factors in the Trade Union. The
Trade Union made it very sure to keep the caste factor alive by giving the important post to the different

[49]



RESEARCH EXPRESSION ISSN 2456-3455 Vol. 1V, Issue 6, March 2021

caste people. Union had also a responsibility to establish brotherhood among the Union members, which
the Union was unable to do. Here we can see not only the agricultural movement, but the Trade Union
Movement was also very much influenced by the activities and thoughts of Dr. Vinayan. He always tried
to transform and improve the situation of every section of the society. Because of that he had not confined
himself in particular activities.

In 1978 he went to jail for 8 months on this allegation that he snatched the rifles from the police and
homeguards during the time of Panchayat election. But the real criminal was CPI (ML) (Party Unity), a
Naxalite Organization who entered Jehanabad during that period.?

Gradually he was drawn towards the Naxalite movement in Central Bihar because he found it better
suited for radical change. During this time Vinayan came in close contact with CPI (ML) (Party Unity) and
agreed to work with them from 1979.%2

The Central Organizing Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) Party Unity, more commonly known
as CPI (ML) Party Unity or simply ‘Party Unity” was founded on 1982 and dissolved on 11th August, 1998.
N. Prasad was the General Secretary of the Party. Party Unity was the official organ of the CPI (ML) which
was one of the predecessors of the Communist Party of India (Maoist).?

In 1979 during the activities of Trade Union, some people of Party Unity came with closer contact with
Dr. Vinayan. But that time its name was Unity Committee. That while working for the union, some people
of the then Unity Committee came in contact with Vinayan. Vinayan and his associates entered into a
prolonged argument with the Unity Committee members and they ultimately agreed with regard to the
importance of the mass movement.**

From this controversy an important question was raised by the Unity Committee members. They said
that if demand was made to only ponder upon the existing laws and movement w as carried out by non-
violent means, and even if the said movement became successful, in that case also a strong resistance would
be faced from the State power as well as from the goondas of the big landed gentry. The State power and
the big landed gentry used their power which was based on violence to stop the movements of activist.
The State used policies and the landowner classes used their armed Senas to stop the mass-movements.
Vinayan was very much influenced by this discussion and understood the reasonability of their words. Unity
Committee influenced him to build up a ‘Defence Mechanism” with the help of their organization. Dr. Vinayan
partially accepted this proposal.”

Here it is mentionable that though Vinayan supported the proposal of establishment of ‘Defence
Mechanism’, but that does not mean that he was supporting the violence or lost the faith on masses. During
that time he still believed that violent repression of opposition could be handled with the help of masses.
But it was not applicable every time. Upon attending mass meetings, if somebody was returning alone
and on his way back he got attacked, then the masses or organization would not be able to protect
him. In that case a ‘Defence Mechanism’ was needed to protect the life of the leader. Dr. Vinayan was very
practical. He knew the situation of Bihar and under stood that the words of Unity Committee were not
irrational.

As a result Dr. Vinayan agreed to take help from Unity Committee for defence and in return they gave
shelter to the Committee members. On the basis of this contract CPI (ML) Party Unity Organization had
launched a mass organization-the Mazdoor Kisan Sangram Samity (Worker-Peasant Struggle Association’)
in 1980 under the leadership of Dr. Vinayan. CPI (ML) Party Unity effectively functioned as the armed wing
of MKSS.

MKSS waged a relentless battle for minimum wages and met with success in Jehanabad. Poor farmers,
particularly the landless were taught to fight for their rights and many of them joined this organization.
During that time not only the MKSS, but other mass organizations were built by Dr. Vinayan. These
Organizations were Kaimur Mukti Morcha, Carpet Mazdoor Organization, Bihar Colliery Union, Bihar Rajya

Laghu Udyog Sangh, etc. Vinayan established a relationship in between MKSS and those organizations.

In 1981 in the Indrapuri Conference of MKSS, Vinayan was made the President of it.%°
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From 1980s onwards cooperation was established between the MKSS and CPI (ML) Liberation which was
second largest Naxalite group and competitor of CPI (ML) Party Unity.”” MKSS and Liberation group joined
hands to fight against Bhoomi Sena and State repression. The two parties jointly founded ‘Daman Virodhi
Sanyukt Morcha” (United Anti- Repression Front). In the year 1982 MKSS participated in the conference,
organized by CPI (ML) Liberation. This conference was a ‘Nirankushata Birodhi’ conference.?

In 1983 he was made the President of the MKSS conference for the second time. During the period of
1982 to 1984 he established contact between MKSS and other mass organizations of the different region of
the country. He also took an active part in ‘National Front to Resist Autocracy’ in the year 1982 and closely
associated with religious minority community. During this time Vinayan gave help and support in the Punjab
Movement with Saint Vindrabale, but it was not a formal support. After the death of Indira Gandhi, when
the anti-Sikh riots started, that time also Dr. Vinayan was involved and actively participated in this
programme. At this time he came in close contact with the radical section of Christianity and associated himself
with their work.”’

So it could be understood that Vinayan created a strong mass-movement in Bihar, especially the central
region of Bihar. But not only in Bihar, the other movement of different region got support and help from
Vinayan. He played a positive role in these mass-movements and made them stronger. Because of that, Dr.
Vinayan Sharma had become special target of the Bihar Govt. and its law-enforcement machinery. The
Government and his Police force tried to stop the process of mass movement by MKSS.

The Government’s onslaught on the MKSS began with the Arwal Massacre in 1986. The landlord-
administration nexus, bent upon suppressing land reform movements, brutally killed 23 MKSS men on April
19, 1986. Condemned by the media and by the Indian people’s Human Rights Tribunal for the heinous act,
the demoralized Bihar Government under the then Chief Minister, Bindeswari Dubey, framed a concocted
version blaming the MKSS for the event and imposing a ban on it on August 16, 1986. Ever since, Vinayan
had been high up on the wanted list. State Government declared an award of Rs. 1,00,000/ - on his head.
For the next two years Dr. Vinayan was underground but at that time he also actively participated in the
process of mass-movement.

The turning point came in the Post-Arwal period, when differences created on some questions, specially
the question of violence in between MKSS and CPI (ML) Party Unity and ultimately MKSS split from Party
Unity in 1987. It is not clear how the relationship between the MKSS and the Party Unity was, but the
association invariably established Vinayan as a Naxal leader seeking to overthrow the government
establishment by force. Vinayan himself never participated in any armed action but he did begin to justify
armed resistance as a form of defence.

In the same year a group led by Arvind, a hardcore militant who advocated action against the State
administration and the landlords, moved away to form the Mazdoor Kisan Mukti Manch (MKMM).
Consequently, Vinayan began to lose some of his influence among the radicals.

On 21st December, 1988, Vinayan was finally arrested in Gaya, after the State government had declared
an award of Rs. 1,00,000/ - on his head. According to Vinayan he was arrested very unexpectedly because
shortly before his arrest the Chief Minister of Bihar, Bhagawat Jha Azad met him at a friend’s place in Patna
and discussed land reform measures.® In that meeting Bhagawat Jha Azad asked Dr. Vinayan to suggest
remedies to check violence and extremism in Central Bihar. Dr. Vinayan suggested that carnages were abetted
by landlords. Since labourers under the MKSS and Indian People’s Front banner had been fighting for
minimum wages, land and other facilities, the landlords took the help of the government machinery and
terrorised the people. At that time Mr. Azad gave assurance to Dr. Vinayan that the Government would
tackle extremism through land reform measures. Dr. Vinayan also told Mr. Azad that Harijans must be armed
for self-defence because the administration more or less was under the control of landlords who had clout
in the State legislature as well.>!

So after meeting with Chief Minister Dr. Vinayan was quite relaxed. But on 21st December, a Special
Intelligence Officer arrested him at the Gaya Railway Station. In Jail he was treated badly. For many days
he was confined to a cell, no mosquito net was provided. The authorities woke him up for interrogation
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irrespective of the time and at 6 p.m. lights were switched off. Many well-wishers who came to see him
were not allowed entry.*?

The four criminal cases had been clamped against him amongst which three were false. The only true
case against him was that he belonged to a banned organization and for that reason he was liable to undergo
six months imprisonment. Police Officers told him that the Bihar Police wanted to interrogate him because
of the two murder cases (Jehanabad Police Station Case No. 110 of 1981 and 246 of 1983) and one dacoity
case that had been fabricated against him.*?

The Bihar Government was determined to curb Vinayan’s movements because he became a rallying point
for the poor peasants in Jehanabad after the Arwal massacre. He was harassed in jail for two-and-a-half
months; he was bailed out on March. What baffled observers were that Vinayan was arrested even when
the then Chief Minister, Bhagwat Jha Azad, had secret discussions with him on curbing the extremist violence
in the Jehanabad region? After his release, he heard that two more charges had been fabricated against him.
But these cases were not genuine at all because he was in Gaya Jail from 21st December, till 1st March when
the alleged offences took place.

After the release from jail and severing of relationship with Party Unity, he avoided the use of violence.
This helped him work openly and he came in contact with other thinkers, activists and media.> He became
a recognized name in academic sessions, conferences and contemplative gatherings, where he impressed
everyone with his scholarship and knowledge. He was a fluent speaker and kept his audience captivated.
His ability to quote from Marxist scholars to religious texts was noteworthy. But most important was that
his talks were rooted in personal experiences with the daily struggles of Bihar’s poor and not an academic
formulation arrived at in the air -conditioned comforts of Patna or Delhi’s seminar halls.

In the year 1988 Dr. Vinayan started a new Organization named ‘Jan Mukti Andolan” after MKSS split
into two. The next year the first Conference of ‘Jan Mukti Andolan” was held from 28-29th November at
Anjuman Islamia Hall at Patna. From 1990-91 he played an active role to establish a big mass-organization
whose name was ‘Bharat Jan Andolan’. In this initiative taken by Dr. Vinayan, B.D. Sharma, who was an
L.A.S. Officer turned political activist, actively assisted him. This process was completed in 1992. During this
time he was also involved actively in an Organization of Cole Community in Banda, Uttar Pradesh. At
Manikpur he had setup an organization of rock-cutters and also established relationship with other active
local mass organization.

Dr. Vinayan was strongly opposed to any kind of communal extremism. So he organized an anti-communal
procession from Patna to Ayodha in the year 1992 from 1st March to 15th March. Through the procession
he strongly opposed the Babri Masjid issue. In this procession he got a huge mass support and realized the
internal power of common Indian people. The Indians irrespective of caste, class, religion and gender joined
the procession.

In the 1990s Vinayan was attracted towards reformist activities and used his contacts and field knowledge
to work with bureaucrats, police officers, thinkers and political activists to draft new policies for the poor.
He worked with the policy makers in Delhi, Patna and other cities to develop legal mechanism that could
help the 40 percent downtrodden of the country. During this time he associated himself with the activities
of administrative centres like Masuri Academy, Planning-Commission, etc. In particular he had played a lead
role to extend the Panchayat into the Scheduled Areas Act which was considered as a revolutionary initiative
of self-governance for tribal people.

In the same year he established an ashram at Nawada village in Jehanabad. He also worked for the
empowerment of women and tried to make policies for them. At that time Dr. Vinayan met with sister Rita
and sister Elsmma, who had a close contact with radical Christian Movement. Side by side the activities to
organize the poor under the banner of ‘Jan Mukti Andolan” continued and extended its boundary nationally.
On March 1994, he organized a procession against Dunkol Policy. To protect land and forest rights of the
tribals he took active part in the establishment of Rashtriyva Morcha (State Front). In 1998 he started National
Front of Forest People and Forest Workers. In 2002 he was associated with the society for advancement of
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Village Economy in Himachal Pradesh and took active part in its activities. In the year 2004 he played an
important role in W.S.F.

From 2005 onwards he played an active and supportive role in the various department of planning
commission. He played an important role in the policy making related to the landless and deprived section
of the society. He did a great job to spread the awareness of democratic rights of the people among the
lower section of the society. He also worked for the establishment of a close relation in between local
movement and state authority.

From 2000, he had suffered from some physical problems. He had a spinal surgery in 2000. In 2004 he
had a heart-attack and after that the physical condition of Vinayan was gradually on the wane. During this
time he also suffered from Diabetics. But his entire struggle ended on 18th August, 2006 when he breathed
last at the Patna Medical College at 7.15 p.m. Initially he suffered from normal fever, but gradually it worsened
and h§:6 was afflicted with Malaria, Typhoid and created respiratory problem in his body and caused his
death.

Works Cited

1. Arvind Verma, “Vinayan had few parallels in the way he lived”, 30th August, 2006,
www.Telegraphindia.com/1060830/asp /ranchi/story-6676537.asp.

2. Govind Prasad Sharma (ed), Dr. Vinayan, Bichar or Sangharsh, Sahitya Prakashan Samity, Dr. Vinayan
Memorial Jana Mukti Trust, New Delhi, 2011, p. 46.

Govind Prasad Sharma(ed.), op. cit., p. 46.
Ibid.
Ibid.

Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 19.

7. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 20.

8. Richa Govind, ‘Jiban-Charitra o Baktitya-Abalokan’” Govind Prasad Sharma (ed.), op.cit., p. 51.
9. Ibid.
10. Ibid.

11. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 22.

12. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 22.

13. Govind Prasad Sharma (ed.), op.cit., p. 47.

14. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 22.

15. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 24.

16. Ivid, p. 25.

17. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 27.

18. Ivid, p. 28.
19. Ibid.

20. Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Rajib Ranjan Lal published in The Illustrated weekly of India, 23rd April, 1989,
p- 22.

21. Govind Prasad Sharma (ed.), op.cit., p. 47.

ALl

[53]



RESEARCH EXPRESSION ISSN 2456-3455 Vol. 1V, Issue 6, March 2021

22,

23.

24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32.

33.
34.
35.

36.

Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Rajib Ranjan Lal published in The Illustrated weekly of India, 23rd April, 1989,
p- 22.

Central Organizing Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist- Leninist) Party Unity, en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Central_Organizing _Committee, Communist Party of India( Marxist- Leninist)_Party_Unity.

Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Pranab Priyadarshi in Nagpur on 11th April, 2003 in Govind Prasad Sharma
(ed.), op.cit., p. 29.

Ibid.

Govind Prasad Sharma (ed.), op.cit., p. 48.

Ibid.

Govind Prasad Sharma (ed.), op.cit., p. 48.

Ibid.

Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Rajib Ranjan Lal published in The Illustrated weekly of India, 23rd April, 1989,
p- 24.

Ibid.

Interview of Dr. Vinayan with Rajib Ranjan Lal published in The Illustrated weekly of India, 23rd April, 1989,
p- 25.

Ivid, p.23.
Ibid.

Arvind Verma, “Vinayan had few parallels in the way he lived”, 30th August, 2006,
www.Telegraphindia.com/1060830/asp /ranchi/story-6676537.asp.

Arvind Verma, “Vinayan had few parallels in the way he lived”, 30th August, 2006,
www.Telegraphindia.com/1060830/asp /ranchi/story-6676537.asp.

[54]



RESEARCH EXPRESSION ISSN 2456-3455 Vol. 1V, Issue 6, March 2021

The Growth of the Revolutionary Activities of
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Introduction

During the last decade of the 19 century in Calcutta, there was a period for consolidation for the Hindi-
speaking people. In Calcutta, Burrabazar became the beating heart of Hindi-speaking people of “Up Country”
and Marwaris as an epicenter of their involvement with commercial, cultural, social and political activities.
These social groups started increasing their interest in the political arena. Initially their organizations were
cast in the form of literary societies, but they were soon transformed into associations with distinct political
roles. After coming to Calcutta as a migrant community these Hindi-speaking people did not go with the
direct conflict with the Colonial Government because they then worked in the British firm as the collaborators.
After a certain period of time in Calcutta, when the Marwaris started their own business (sometimes in joint
venture with the British), then they started to oppose the policy of the Government.? By this time, the up-
country people came in Calcutta and worked as the labourers in the Marwari business firm and sometime
they did different types of household work under the Marwaris. However, in Calcutta, these Hindi-speaking
people joined politics in order to make their position strong for themselves in Burrabazar. But their role
in the field of politics does not hold a position in the Bengali political scenario as well as Indian politics.

In the first decade of the 20™ century revolutionary nationalism emerged as a strong political force in
Bengal in the wake of the Swadeshi Movement. By that time, an increasing sense of impatience among sections
of Bengalis including some leaders of the Congress Party because they felt that the Congress policy of pleading
and petitioning the government was completely ineffective. During this time not only the Bengalis, but some
Hindi-speaking people of Calcutta had played a significant role to advance the revolutionary activities and
made strong contact with the revolutionaries of Dumka district. Through the analysis of various primary
and secondary sources, this article seeks to document some aspects of the Hindi-speaking people of Calcutta
and Dumka who had played an important role in the various revolutionary activities against the British
Government during the period of 1905 to 1914.

In the social field, a new interest for reform and organization developed in the Marwari community and
several associations such as ‘Marwari Panchayat’ (1828), the ‘Pinjrapole Society’ (1880), the ‘Bharat Chamber
of Commerce’” (1895), the ‘Marwari Association” (1898) were sprang up soon in Calcutta. It is also noted that
in Calcutta Marwari youths were divided into two groups: Pro-Government Group which was referred as
‘Chapkania Group’ (or Sanatani) and the Nationalist Group (or Sudharwadi) which was well represented by
dynamic youths who were trying to bring changes in Marwari society and making the community sensitive
for growing national movements.’> As we came to know that in the year of 1890, the Marwaris got importance
in the public life of Calcutta. They knew that, as they were the outsiders, they would have to create their
own identity to live together with the native people of Calcutta. It is noted that it was after the rain gambling*
fiasco, as a community, Marwaris took a number of strategies to gain a prominent place in the socio-economic
and political life of Calcutta. As the conservatives section were not listening to the worth saying of them,
the reluctant younger generation formed a secret organization in which there were four sub-committees. The
first was the Samaj Sudhar Samiti, the second committee was the nationalist committee, the third was a political
action committee, and the fourth made contact with revolutionaries.’

*Corresponding Author: Email: chakrabortymartinal992@gmail.com
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During the period of 1905, the Partition of Bengal would have the fringe benefit of weaking the Bengali
Bhadrolok political integration. By giving a majority to Muslims in the new Eastern Province and to Biharis
and Oriyas in the West, it was hoped ‘to encourage the growth of local centers of opinion” and to destroy
the ability of Bengali Bhadrolok Political groups in Calcutta to influence muffussil opinion.® On the other hand,
in this period, in Calcutta, the Marwaris had established itself their socio-economic and political force.” In
particular, it was hoped to cut short bhadrolok nationalist attempts to find allies in other communities. Besides,
when the Partition of Bengal succeeded in uniting the Bengali Bhadrolok in protest against the Bristish
Government, it also revealed their unpopularity with other communities in Calcutta.® Oriya, Bihari and
Eastern Bengal Muslim politicians welcomed the measure as their chance to escape from Bengali Bhadrolok
domination, while the Assamese condemned it for their closer association with the Bengalis. Within Congress
Party, first the Banerjee group (Dadabhai Naoroji, W. C. Banerjee, Feroze Shah Mehta, Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
Malaviya, Badruddin Tyabji, Ranade, G. Subramanyam Aiyar etc) and then the radicals (Lala Lajpat Rai, Tilak,
Bipin Chanda Pal, Aswini Kumar Dutt, Aurobindo Ghosh, Rajnarayan Basu etc), who had displaced them
found to their dissatisfaction that the social, economic, and political activities, or to provide large number
of followers with a constructive and sustained political role.” Overall, these dissenting voices were the main
factor for the evolution of new kind of agitational modes of politics and the creation of organization
established by different communities in Calcutta to facilitate popular political participation.

Changing Political Atmosphere in Calcutta with the Connection of Dumka

During the period of the first half of the 20" century (1910-1913) in Calcutta there had been occurred
a very important change in the general political atmosphere. ‘The quiet prevailing amongst political agitators
and the improvement in the tone of the more violent sections of the political press rendered it extremely
unlikely that the criminals were in any way in touch with, or receiving active sympathy from persons outside
their immediate circle.”'® By this time, there was no community division in the political activities against the
British Government. In Calcutta Bengali and Hindi-speaking political leaders together used to do anti-British
political activities. During the period of 1910 some Bengalis of Calcutta and its adjoining districts formed
a secret samiti, named ‘Matri Sebak Samiti’!! with the help of the Hindi-speaking people of Benaras. Pandit
Jag Narayan Missra, a member of the Arya Samaj and was reported to be a political agitator in anti-British
activities and was also well-known to several Marwaris in Calcutta, who helped these Bengali revolutionists
in Benaras.'> After the case of Rodda and World War- I broke out, in Calcutta there was a new kind of
politics emerged, where the political connection between the up-country Hindi-speaking people and the
Bengalis of Calcutta had started to isolate. Instead the growing political relationship between the Marwaris
and Hindi-speaking people became strong for their own political interest in Calcutta street politics.

During the period of 1907 to 1914, there was a strong relationship between the Bengali revolutionaries
of Calcutta and Hindi-speaking revolutionary people of outside Calcutta. In the year of 1907, a society called
the “Vratri Sammilani” was started in Dumka by some senior students of Dumka Zilla School, such as Kunja
Behari Mandal, Baidyanath Biswas, Noni Gopl Buksi, Prabhu Dayal Himmatsinghka, Debi Babu or Debi
Marwari, Krishna Prasanna Halder, Rajib Lochan Chakrabortti, Abinash Chakraborty, Abinash Roy, Harihar
Banerjee, Sudhangsu Mohan Banerjee etc.’'® They used to assemble at the house of Kunja Behari Mandol.
The society had a library. Though poor, the Late Pandit Sakharam Gonesh Deuskar presented the students
of the Dumka Zilla School with a copy of his Desher Katha and two other books and this along with a few
others formed the library of the Society. Weekly meetings were held to consider what steps should be taken
to preach Swadeshi amongst the masses. To improve the health of the members by the introduction of lathi
play and other forms of exercises, Babu Rajib Lochan Chakrabortti permitted the society to use of his house.

According to the recorded copy of the Superintendent of the Police, Rajshahi, we came to know that ‘It
used to subscribe for the Nava Shakti, an extremist daily newspaper published then in Calcutta, the Prabasi,
the vernacular monthly which used to publish half-tone pictures of Khudiram Bose, Barindra Ghosh and other
‘so called” martyrs for the revolutionary cause. Prabhu Dayal Marwari, who was then a student in the
Bhagalpur College, used to come during the vacation periods and take great interest in the society used to
receive subscription from the members, donations from the friends and sympathizers. On an occasion, Prabhu
Dayal brought a rich Bhagalpur Marwari named Devi Babu, who encouraged them by paying Rs. 10/- as
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donation.”™ The subscriptions and donations received were spent in subscribing for papers and in feeding
the poor on occasions such as the release from prison of Bipin Chandra Pal and so on. This organization
was a public affair till the Government Act prohibiting such assemblies were passed, after which it became
a secret society. Only trusted persons were allowed and what was done was done in great secrecy. However
it was Dumka, ‘where the revolutionaries from Calcutta and other places had been hiding themselves from
the British Government. Dumka was intended to be used as a safe place for concealing objectionable matters.
It was not only the place used for hiding absconders, but also used for repairing revolvers and making
daggers, etc.’™”

In the second decade of the 20" century, several new Marwari associations emerged with nationalist and
reformist hue. A well known Marwari in Calcutta Prabhu Dayal Himmatsinghka set up the ‘Marwari Samaj
Chattrabas’ and helped to establish the Gyan Vardhini Sabha in 1912.' In the year of 1913 the ‘Marwari
Sahayak Samiti” was founded by both sub caste Aggarwal and Maheshwari in response to the issues of Indian
immigrants indentured labour as well as the lack of medical facilities in Burrabazar. This gave the community
another chance to criticize the colonial government and promote its own image in the pages of the Hindi
press. In October and November of 1913, the daily ‘Bharatmitra’ reported the stories of 14 illegally recruited
indentured workers who were rescued by the Marwaris and released from bondage.” Within the ‘Hindu
Club’ extension of the ‘Marwari Sahayak Samiti’ was the ‘Sahitya Sambandhini Sabha” (literary wing), which
aimed to publish quality Hindi literature at low rates and promote religion as a means to further social reform
and nationalist awareness.'8 By 1914, the Maheshwari Sabha was founded, which within two years had a
school, named Maheshwari Vidyalaya' and library to help promote Hindi. The Sabha and the Samiti
established a political link between the Marwaris ad major political figures like Malaviya and Gandhi, who
were guests at the 1915 and 1916 annual functions of the Sabha respectively. In 1916 Gandhi toured through
the streets of Burrabazar until in the center of the crowded business district, two young Marwari G.D. Birla,
Jamnalal Bajaj unyoked the horses from his carriage and pulled it themselves, symbolizing the beginning of
strong bonds of support and patronage that Gandhi would forge with the Marwari community.? Under
Gandhi’s leadership Marwaris were encouraged to reform themselves so as to appear as ‘trustees’ rather
than ‘owners’ of their enterprises and they had to take interest in charities, promoting Khadi and other social
reforms. Yet these developments were restricted to a short period of adventurism and revolutionism that
appealed to the younger members of the community around the time of the First World War.

Hindi-speaking People’s Connection with the Other Revolutionary Parties of Bengal

Before economic nationalism became the fixed party line of the progressive Marwaris, there was a brief
period of revolutionary adventurism. Some of the members of the ‘Sudharwadi’ group of the Marwaris in
Calcutta had forged linked with the Bengali revolutionaries and occasionally helped them financially.?!
Hanuman Prasad Poddar was a prominent member of the “Anushilan Samiti” and he helped the organization
financially and regularly participated in its meetings. Onkarmal Saraf was known to be a close associate of
Ashutosh Lahiri, a famous Bengali revolutionary of that time.”> Another famous Marwari in Calcutta G. D.
Birla joined the ‘terrorist’ nationalists because of his resentment of racial discrimination in British business
houses in India.” Some famous Bengali revolutionaries such as Aurobindo Ghosh, Bipin Ganguly, and other
extremists were known to patronize the ‘Marwari Sahayak Samiti’. It was rumored that the extremists even
addressed the meetings of this Samiti.** So one thing is clear, that in Calcutta before the First World War,
the Hindi-speaking people and the Bengali freedom fighters had a strong bonding against the Colonial
Government and they formed some secret organizations and helped them each other wholeheartedly.

Involvement of the Hindi-speaking People in Rodda Conspiracy Case of August, 1914

There were several young Marwaris, who were the warrants of the case of Rodda Conspiracy Case of
August 1914% such as Hanuman Prasad Poddar®®, Prabhu Dayal Himmatsinghka,” Omkarmal Saraf,*®
Ghanshayam Das Birla,® Phoolchand Chowdhury,*® Jwalaprasad Kanodia,*! Kanhaiyalal Chitlangiya® etc.
who had developed their links with several revolutionary activities on that period. Messrs, Rodda and
Company, a firm of gunmakers, placed an order for weapons in a foreign country and in the third week
of August, 1914, the consignment of 202 cases reached the Calcutta port. A revolutionary group of Bipin
Ganguly was aware of this transaction. A staff of Rodda and Co. named Srischandra was associated with
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this group. He was deputed to release the goods from the Custom Office. On that day some other arms
cases had arrived from England. He took the first delivery of 192 cases and left office by loading them on
a bullock cart. There were many carts. On the cart which carried cases from Germany the cartman was Haridas
Dutta, who was associated with Bipin Ganguly. Other 6 or 7 carts carried goods from England. He took
that cart to revolutionaries placed at Malanga Lane and disappeared. The pistols and some rounds of
ammunition were distributed immediately and the remaining materials were handed over to a Marwari
youngman Prabhu Dayal Himmatsinghka. As he lived in a hostel himself he decided to hire a godam,
pretending as a Bengali Kannulal Sen. After 2-3 days when the cases from Germany was found missing the
police was intimated but the culprits remained untraced. The lost cases contained 50 Mauser pistols (large
sized .300 bore) and 46,000 rounds of ammunition.*® They were “so made and packed that by attaching to
the butt the box containing the pistols, a weapon was produced which could be fired from the shoulder in
the same way as the rifle”.** In March, 1915 on the basis of confession of a Bengali youth the conspiracy
was exposed. The names that were taken in his confession included Hanuman Prasad Poddar, Prabhu Dayal
Himmatsinghka, Omkarmal Saraf, G.D. Birla, Phoolchand Chowdhury, Jwalaprasad Kanodia, Kanhaiyalal
Chitlangiya, etc. A greedy police inspector met Phoolchand Chowdhury to demand 10,000 rupees to destroy
evidences. As the accused belonged to wealthy families, the Bengali inspector expected to get this amount.
But after careful considerations the youth decided not to give the amount. Later, when the whole issue was
disclosed the inspector was suspended and these youths were prosecuted. But Phoolchand Chowdhury was
lucky to be released due to unavailability of evidences.>® On 26™ February, 1915, the police covered 23,200
rounds of ammunition when Haridas Dutta went to collect the ammunition from the godam which had been
hired by Prabhu Dayal Himmatsinghka. When the enquiry had started Haridas left Calcutta in May 1914
and he had been to Dumka where he passed his life as Atul Nag. He then started to live at Dumka in the
house of Prabhu Dayal Marwari from June to July of 1914 as a fitter mistry in the mill of Ramrikh
Himmatsinghka, father of Prabhu Dayal Marwari.*® By that time in Calcutta, the police had captured the
cartman and he had disclosed the address where the cases had been hidden. The police was waiting for
the person who was to come and collect the ammunition. By the middle of 1918, no less than 31 pistols were
seized by the police from different places.’” In the years of First World War, the entire Marwari leadership
in Calcutta was seen as suspects to the Rodda Case. ‘Marwari Panchayat’ and the conservative leadership
of the ‘Marwari Association’ now decided to take matter in their hands and reassert control.*®

Conclusion

The Marwaris were business minded from the beginning. Apparently, it seems that their main interest
was to develop their economic background. But the real picture is different. In Calcutta, during the last decade
of 19" century, the contest between the Marwaris and the colonial government over the issues of ‘rain
gambling’ proved to be a rallying point for the emergence of Marwari political solidarity. By that time, it
can be said more clearly that after the formation of ‘Marwari Association” in 1898, they started developing
nationalistic ideas. Along with this idea, they were thoughtful about organising themselves and modernizing
their community. By the 20" century, several organizations were established by the Marwaris in Calcutta.
They started showing an increasing interest in social works and were ready to donate for social issues as
well as for nationalistic issues. Between the years of 1910 to 1913, Marwaris and other Hindi-speaking people
of Calcutta and Dumka joined in various revolutionary activities to oppose the British Government and they
coexisted with the Bengali revolutionary members and their organisations. But this relationship did not
remain permanent. While discussing the activities of the Marwaris in Rodda Case, one should have noticed
that there was no evidence against Marwaris associated with this case. So one can easily say that in Calcutta,
they had a strong community sense and they thought that the problem of one of them seemed to be the
problem of their entire community and for this they tried hard to overcome their problems. Sometime their
Bengali associates also were discharged with them.”® To conclude this article one thing has to be mentioned
that in the year of 1914, after the Case of Rodda in Calcutta, we can see an emergence of new political
atmosphere in which the political connection between up-country Hindi-Urdu-speaking people and the
Bengalis of Calcutta had started to isolate and the Marwaris and the up-country Hindusthanis came closer
in political arena of Calcutta. However, it can be said that these Hindi-speaking people were able to engage
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themselves with the multi-dimensional political process at different period of time. It turns out that with
the changes of different socio-economic and political activities in all India level, they changed their style of
politics and in this process they were successful to keep their stronghold in national level as well as local
level politics.
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G.D. Birla (1894, 10" April- 1983, 11™ June) was born at Pilani village in Rajputana as a member of a
Marwari community. He, one of India’s foremost business entrepreneurs, played a crucial role in shaping
the Marwari community. He challenged the colonial domination of the Indian economy and was an
industrial pioneer. In 1914, he was smeared in Rodda Conspiracy Case, but he managed to escape to the
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39. The three persons Baidyanath Biswas of Dumka, who was a professor of Presidency College in Calcutta
and constant associate of the Marwaris in Calcutta, Prabhu Dayal Marwari, Upendra Nath Sen had also
been put upon their trial but on the 12" November, 1914, the case against them was withdrawn and they
were discharged. For further details see I.B. File No.- 933 of 1915, West Bengal State Archives, p. 129.
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Abstract

Gender equality no doubt has been the center of many movement across the globe. Various works and
reforms have been made to attain the equality among gender. And every situation arising in society one
or the other way effects the equality in better or adverse way. So does the situation of pandemic which
arose worldwide, has brought its effects on it. The scenario has brought us in to the knees and made us
realize where we stand, as developed society.

Keywords: Community, Covid - 19, Gender equality, Pandemic, Progress
Introduction

Being the part of the society each one of us has roles and responsibility, which could be achieved only
when equality perceives in community. Equality, is the state of being equal, where every individual in society
have equal rights and opportunities irrespective of its caste, creed, gender, colour or social status. For better
and smooth functioning of any economy it becomes necessary that every individual should be treated equally.
The equality among sexes or what is popularly termed as “Gender equality”, has been the topic of debate
since years. As it plays a vital role in progress of any society. The community providing or generating same
probabilities for its citizens tends to grow faster in the path of progress and prospers more in comparison
to any other community, which lacks in equivalent participation of its people. Discrimination among men,
women, boys and girls. It hampers the development of any society as whole. The term “Gender equality”,
has not earned its importance overnight, but is the result of many movements, which has its roots present
in the reforms of past many years. It is related to fundamental rights of individual and in some sense related
to women right as well.

Women’s are always devalued and regarded as a weaker section in society and, this behavior towards
women has becomes a tradition, which is needed to be broken, which could be achieved only by gender
equality. The equality that deals with providing the power, resources status and value fairly to each gender
present, whether it be men, women or trans. The role each one plays has its own importance. And hence
cannot be ignored. Rendering, men, women and transgender equal opportunities not only help in achieving
their goals but also the global goal set by an economy.

According to UNICEF
“Gender Equality means that men, women, girls and boys enjoy the equal right, resources, opportunity
and protection, it does not require that girls and boys or men and women be the same or that they be
treated exactly alike.”
No doubt the government and people are leaving no stone unturned in order to achieve the global goal
of gender equality by providing rights resources, opportunities and protection to every individual.
Present Scenario and Role Reversal

In modern times we have witnessed many instances of gender equality not only for women but also for
men. The greatest example is the paternity leave provided to father of the new born child, when the “father’s
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is allowed to be away from work or office, earlier it was confined to the mother’s only. Men have also showed
their interest of work in the sectors which was previously regarded, or rather say reserved for women only.
Like nursing, childcare, cooking, etc. We are now a days shown many male models, celebrities in the
advertisement selling many baby products like pampers, kitchen products and even beauty items. Earlier
this reversal in role in not easily acceptable in the society we live in. And sometimes such men even becomes
a joke, for perusing or opting the women oriented career. If this is the mind set for man, imagine how much
a transgender and women go through. If they comes out from house in a male dominating society. But as
now in the literacy rate and education among people are increasing the attitude of observing as viewing
things has also changing. Masses are getting aware about gender equality, and also giving their contribution
towards the same. India as a developing economy, is required to provide much of equal involvement of each
gender in enhancement of its growth. The constitution of India grants equality to each and everyone, and
discrimination of any sort, is regarded as crime and punishable under law. The role assigned to men and
women in India is totally different. Women’s are regarded as the Laxmi of the houses, where else the man
are the bread earner for the family. With the changing scenario women’s are also becoming the breadwinner
for their family performing the dual role with an ease. Which is also the demand of recent times. Women
are now getting participated in political, financial & corporate sectors in the worlds. Some are the CEO of
top companies, some are flying jet, plans some taking part in male sports some joining army. The sky in
the limit for such wonderful and motivating females. These supportive and motherly role of women can be
seen commonly today. Whether working in form of front line workers, health worker, social worker and
other.

Pandemic and its Effects

As Covid-19 continuous to affect our lives. What gets most effected is gender equality, that to importantly
in regarded to the equal protection to each individual. It has been almost more than a year we are caught
in the corona crisis, on 24th march 2020 prime minister of India Mr. Narendra Modi announced total lockdown
amid the breakdown of Covid-19, people lost their jobs, many industries small vendors had to shutdown
their shatters permanently. Whole country has been caved in infront of this epidemic. The burden of
unemployment and the lack of earning, increased frustration among male member of family and made the
female members their punching bags. Much rise in domestic violence against women has been recorded since
the pandemic. Many females are forced to be locked with their abusers, without an option of running away,
the reduction in the work timing, loss of job among both men and women has resulted in the situation. Not
only domestic abuse but the cases of rape has also raised during the period of Covid-19. As per National
Crime Record Burea (NCRB) there is a rape case in India in every 20 minutes, which is enough to jolt all
of us. Exponential rise in sexual attacks on women among both upper an lower class has questioned the
protection of women in society, where women has no option other than being with such person. The period
of quarantine also made women suffers a lot, if they are locked up with their abusers. As far as the condition
for working women is concerned it has also been not that favorable. As working form home, changes their
routine totally, form getting up early to in the morning to going to the bed late at night. Doing their household
works with one hand and official works with other, with the bonus that maid can not be called as a reason
of safety makes the situation more adverse for them. The dual role women are performing is sometime
supported by this partner but totally depending on the mood and their own work pressure. We have also
heard during this pandemic that many male members of family are helping in kitchen preparing food, making
or experimenting with the new dishes, but no doubt it is only for the spare time they are having at that
period. In case of women this doesn’t apply, she manage between her domestic chores and her office chores,
as both being important for working women and she has to balance between both work and house. One
thing more to be taken into consideration is that, the experiment which male partner does in kitchen or in
laundry can be mostly seen in the families financially stable, or who are not much effected by the catastrophe.
The FB post or their watsapp status clearly shows this. But what about the people who are getting financial
crisis and who have very little income or whose wives are homemakers. The condition of such women are
worst.
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The great example of which we have witnessed in last year lockdown, during the 1st wave is when the
migrants are going back to their home town. Those migrants are small vendors, clearness, labours, maids,
guards, cooks, etc., who have lost their jobs and also their precious lives during this disaster. Villages doesn’t
have any employment opportunities, if it had there what would have been the need of villager coming to
the town, and if there is any which is mainly farming that will be taken up by the male. What about the
female migrants? The uncertainty about future loss of income, food shortage, they have to deal with all.
Shutting down of firms, industries they have been working has left them destroyed deviated.

Bina Agrawal, A Professor, of University in Manchester of global development has found in her research
that female has suffered more loss in job and income in comparison to man. During the situation of covid-
19 not only the loss of their job, but the female also get affected if the male earning member of her family
becomes jobless. Arising a big question on gender equality. The pandemic has also affected the life of daily
worker in brooder sense. It has always seen that whenever such holocast occurs it mostly effects women
and children as whole.

Conclusion

Equality and unity of course always lead us to over come the hurdles and this time also we will definitely
overcome and win the battle by working together men, women and all gender, no dout for the betterment
and development of our society, country and world as a whole by achieving the goal of global gender equality
and making every individual realize their role, responsibility and rights for the smooth function of society.
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Abstract

Last year lockdown had been implemented at the end of March. After announcement of lockdown,
migrant labourers had been forced by their employers for leaving their working places. These migrant
labourers had been worked in different states as daily or casual labour. They had been very badly affected
by this lockdown. This article has been tried to portray their lockdown experiences. Very specifically through
this paper I have been tried to explore their painful experiences of their return journey. I have been prepared
this paper on the basis of secondary data which have been collected from various sources like-book,
newspaper, internet, journal etc. I have been used 10 narratives for understanding their experience.

From the collected data I have understood that all migrants had been faced monetary and other essentials
related problem during covid-19 lockdown and then transport facility was also unavailable to them and that
had been created a big problem. In road they had been faced different problems like- road accident, police
harassment, misguiding etc. In this way they had been tried to reach their home during that hard time.

Keywords: lockdown experience, monetary crisis, struggle, return journey
Introduction

Migrant workers are always been considered as the most vulnerable section of our society. They are poor,
lower castes and landless. Increasing landlessness or joblessness in local areas had been pushed them in other
works. Regions like- Bihar, MP, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand, parts of Maharashtra and Gujarat
and largely eastern UP are considered as the ‘large influx of migrants’. So, these are the most popular ‘source
regions’ of migrants. These regions are economically very much deprived. Therefore people are not able to
collect their essential resources from those areas (the place of origin). Therefore they have migrated in
different places (destinations). During lockdown they had been decided to move from their destination to
source. Therefore we had been observed the horrible incidence of reverse migration (Dandekar and Ghai,
2020).

During lockdown they had been faced problems like-starvation, malnutrition, joblessness, food shortage,
deficit of cash and so on. Then they had been decided to return their homes. They had decided to walk
hundreds of kilometres for returning their home (Varma, 2020). So, they had started walking through
highway. In some cases they hired expensive buses for returning their home. During their journey they had
been violated the norms of social distancing (Kalhan, et.al. 2020).

Government had been totally ignored the existence of these marginalised migrant labourers. Though there
are 14 crore migrant workers throughout India and amongst them 10 crore were inter-state migrants (Dutta,
2020). Employers have always looked them as ‘commodity” not as “dignified citizens”. Cities are also looked
them as migrant workers not ‘human beings’. But when they poured out of the same cities and started walking
through the highways then “they became a phenomenon” which had been totally impossible to ignore by
the civil society. That was observed in different metro cities like- Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, etc.
(Bates, 2020).
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Method

For preparing this paper I have been used qualitative method. I have been used narratives for exploring
their experience. In this paper I have been used ten narratives (individual and community both). I have been
collected those narratives from different secondary sources like- websites, newspapers, journals, articles, etc.

In the following I have been discussed about those narratives:

1.

10.

Surat Ram Kushwaha is a migrant labour who had been worked Amritsar as a mason. After the
announcement of lockdown he walked over 600 k.m. from Amritsar with other migrants. In an
interview he said, he had nothing to eat or drink during that journey (Chakraborty, 2020).

Sanjay Kumar Singh is a migrant labour. In a firm of Ambala he had been worked as an electrician.
He said on 1% May, 2020 their contractor had forced them to leave that place. Taking his all things
(like-LPG cylinder, stove, table fan, cot, table and bed, etc.) he had given him only Rs. 2000 and an
old bicycle. He also did the same with other workers. In road police had been stopped them and
arranged a bus for them and by selling their bicycles they had been arranged bus fare (Srivastava,
2020).

On 28™ April 2020, Dharamveer (age 32) started cycling from Delhi to Bihar. On April 29, the Centre
announced conditional movement of migrants (Wednesday) by bus. Then he decided to return his
native place by cycling. On Friday night (1% May, 2020), he had been collapsed near UP’s Shahjahanpur
and died (Singh, 2020).

Tabarat Mansoor (age 50), started cycling on April 25 from Maharashtra for reaching his home in
Uttar Pradesh. He cycled over 390 k.m. and reached Madhya Pradesh. Thereafter he died on 30™
April (Ninan, 2020).

Jamlo Kadam (age 12) started walking from Telangana. There she worked in a chilli farm. On last
15" April, 2020 she had been decided to return her home in Chhattisgarh. The distance between her
working place and home was 150 k.m. For reaching her home she had been started walking on April
15 and thereafter on 18™ April she died just 50 k.m. far from her village (Chakraborty, 2020).

10 migrant labourers of East Burdwan (West Bengal) had been started walking from Madhubani, Bihar
on last April, 27. Approximately it was 580 k.m. journey. Over five and half days they had been able
to cover 220 km. Then they had decided to ride train and they did that. Unfortunately they were
misguided by the rail police and travelled in the wrong direction (Patnaik, 2020).

12 migrant labourers of East Midnapore district of West Bengal had decided to come back their home
from Agra. They had been started their journey from there on last 11" May. In their way they had
also been misguided by the rail police and thereafter, finally on last 13" May they had been reached
their home (Ghose, 2020).

On last 16™ May three migrant workers had been tried to reach their house in Purulia through
walking. They had been worked for a contractor in Kolkata. After implementation of lockdown
measurement all had been stopped. Even their contractor had been ignored to give them some money
for their return (Purohit, 2020).

Ramu Ghormore is a 32 years old migrant labour. In Hyderbad he worked as a labourer under a
contractor. After the implementation of lockdown measures he had lost his job. Then it was difficult
for them to arrange two meals a day. So, he had decided to come back his home at Balaghat in Madhya
Pradesh (Elsa, 2020).

Migrant labourers who had come through Shramik Special Train also faced different types of inhuman
experience. Last 27" May 2020, Ranjit Tamang and his family (along with his wife, wife’s sister and
her husband, his mother-in-law and son) had boarded the NJP bound Shramik Special Train in New
Delhi but their happy journey turned into sad when his mother-in-law had died in Shramik Special
(Chhetri, 2020).
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Results

From the above narratives we have understood that the lockdown phase was really hard for them.
Nationwide complete lockdown was a sudden decision and after implementation of lockdown all kinds of
important activities had been totally stopped throughout the nation. Inter-national air travel, train, bus all
these had been stopped suddenly. So, the migrant workers were not get the opportunity to return back their
home. Even at the very first stage of lockdown they didn’t able to imagine its devastative effect because
the first phase of lockdown was announced only for 21 days. There after it had been extended for several
times.

Their earnings had been totally stopped from the first phase of lockdown. In some cases their employers
had not paid them for March, 2020. Many were deprived from their fair wages. Though they had been tried
to cope with that situation with their small savings but gradually the situation had been changed and it had
been taken much more complex form. So, finally these migrant workers had been decided to return their
native place. During their journey they had been faced different difficulties. Even a good number of people
had lost their life in road. They had never imagined about it but it happened. In this way they had been
struggled for their survival (Vijayan, 2020).

Discussion:

The pandemic had been worstly hitted the poor, minorities and rural population including women.
Different survey reports had been claimed that lockdown had badly affected the migrants of informal sector.

On last 18" August, 2020 International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Asian Development Bank (ABD)
jointly published their report. The title of that report was “Tackling the Covid-19 Youth Employment Crisis
in Asia and the Pacific”. The report says 4.1 million Indian youths had lost their jobs during covid-19 pandemic
and majority of them had engaged in construction and farm sectors (Singh, 2020).

Azim Premji University had been conducted a survey on migrant workers.That survey was conducted
between 8" to 13™ April 2020 among the migrant workers of different states which had been revealed that
90% migrant workers did not get their payment from their employers, 96% migrant labourers did not get
ration from the government and 70% migrant labourers did not cooked food (Azim Premji University, 2020).

From the mentioned narratives we came to know that many migrant labours had been decided to return
back their native place through walking. Govt. had been also arranged Shramik special trains for them but
that experience was not smooth.

Conclusions

Mainstream society always have been looked them as commodity. Even they have no right to enjoy the
status of citizen. Cities are always looked them as migrant workers not ‘human beings’. Therefore mainstream
society doesn’t bother about them but when they had been started walking through highways then we
suddenly discovered them. We have never observed it before. So, it's a newly emerged research area and
the problems of migrant workers are basically multi-dimensional and interested scholars can explore its
different perspectives in their own way.
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Diversity of Forest Climbers in the Reserve Forest of
Bhupdeopur of District Raigarh, Chhattisgarh

Vijay Laxmi Naidu*
Govt. V.Y.T. PG Autonomous College Durg, C.G

Abstract

In the present study the emphasis is given on the study of climbers vegetation in Bhupdeopur reserve
forest of Raigarh district of Chhattisgarh as the exclusive studies on climbers in forest ecosystems are the
need of present ecological time. An extensive survey has been conducted to find out the various types of
forest flora. 21 climber species belonging to 15 families, their local names and various uses by the local
inhabitants including medicinal values were recorded during the survey. The parameters such as frequency,
density, and abundance were also undertaken.

Keywords: Bhuodeopur reserve forest, Raigarh district, Chhattisgarh, forest climbers, frequency, density,
abundance.

Introduction

Forests are one of the most important recognized ecosystems in the biosphere and India is rich in all
aspects of Biodiversity and Ecosystems. Forests are generally considered as assemblage of trees but in actual
sense it is a multistoried vegetation system in which vegetation can be classified into three main storeys,
tree storey, shrub storey and herb storey.

The Climbers vegetation is also considered an important component of forest ecosystem. These plant strata
are integral part of food chain for mammals and birds and control microclimate of the site. The Climbers
biomass generally plays an important role in the recycling of nutrients. In forest ecosystem studies on Climbers
vegetation have not been given a proper weightage like the tree constituents. Hence only a few studies on
the role of climber vegetation in different types of plantation ecosystems are known. Phytosociological
analysis of a plant community is an important aspect of ecological study of any piece of vegetation. Species
composition is one of the important characters of plant community. Analytical character, viz., Frequency,
density and abundance are very useful in the composition of two different plant communities. The present
study was conducted in Bhupdeopur reserve forest of district Raigarh Chattisgarh. (Table 1).

Aim / Purpose

Identification of climber species of Bhupdeopur reserve forest.

To study the climber diversity of Bhupdeopur reserve forest.
Identification of endangered climber species which is of promising value.

e

To study the floristic composition of Bhupdeopur reserve forest.

5. To enlist ethnobotanical uses of climber specifically of health and livelihood security.
Materials and Methods
1. Selection of Study Sites

The present study was conducted in Bhupdeopur Reserve forest of district Raigarh, Chhattisgarh. The
study area was divided into 4 circles named as Naharpali, Kerajhar, Delari and Khairpur, each circle was
further divided into beats and a total of 20 beats in 16 villages were considered for the study. The study

*Corresponding Author: Email: tusharajen@gmail.com ¢ Mobile No. 7587063367
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site is spread over in 25 km of North West of Raigarh city. The area comes under Raigarh forest range of
Raigarh forest division in Raigarh and Kharsia administrative block.

Method of Sampling: In the present study Phytosociological diversity analysis was carried out by
quadrate method. Random sampling of study area was done by Quadrat method following Oosting, (1958).
30x30 m quadrates were used for the sampling of climber layer. On the basis of the data obtained from the
quadrate samples the structural distribution of forest climbers were analysed. The parameters such as
percentage frequency , density, abundance were obtained and were calculated from the data as follows.

%F Number of sampling units in which plant species occured
/o =

Total number of sampling units studied
X 100

Density
Total number of individuals of a plant species in all sampling units

Total Number of sampling units studied

Abundance
Total number of individual plant species in all the sampling units

Total number of sampling units of occurrence

Result and Discussion

A total of 21 climber species belonged to 20 genera of 14 families were recorded. 18 climber species were
found to belong dicotyledonae and 03 to monocotyledonae (Fig-). Fabaceae was the dominant family
consisting 05 species of 20 genera and 02 species each were recorded belonged to the family Dioscoreaceae
Asclepiadaceae and Menispermaceae, while the minimum number of species (1) was recorded for 10 of the
families like, Liliaceae, Vitaceae, Cucurbitaceae, Cuscutaceae, Sterculiaceae, Rubiaceae, Apocynaceae, Oleaceae,
Celastraceae, Combretaceae and Brassicaceae. Out of 21 climbers, 18 were found as wild and 03 as both wild
and cultivated (Table-1).

In present study one liana species Bauhinia vahlii Wight & Arn. was recorded, as in some of the reference
the plant was included in climbers therefore in present investigation liana was not separated from the category
of climbers and all the calculation were made as per the recorded number of climbers.

Distribution of Climbers

1. % Frequency of Climbers: % frequency was determined for 19 plant species in the range of 1% to
20%, 02 plant species in the range of 21% to 40% where as none of the plant species was in the range
of 41% to 60%, 61% to 80% and 81% to 100%. The maximum % frequency 30% was calculated for
Combretum indicum (L.) De Filipps and the minimum % frequency 4% for Dioscorea daemona Roxb. (Fig-
1).

2. Density: Density was calculated for 11 plant species in the range of 0.00 to 0.35, 08 plant species in
the range of 0.36 to 0.70, 01 plant species in the range of 0.71 to 1.05 and 01 plant species in the range
of 1.06 to 1.4. The maximum density 1.40 was calculated for the plant species Combretum indicum (L.)
De Filipps and the minimum 0.10 for the Dioscorea daemona Roxb. (Fig-1).

3. Abundance: Abundance was determined for 05 plant species in the range of 0.00 to 1.25, 03 plant
species in the range of 1.26 to 2.50, 06 plant species in the range of 2.51 to 3.75 and 07 plant species
in the range of 3.76 to 5.00. The maximum abundance 4.66 was calculated for the plant species
Combretum indicum (L.) De Filipps and the minimum 0.12 for the Citrullus colocynthis Linn. Sehrad.
(Fig-1).

4. Relative Frequency: The relative frequency was determined for 05 plant species in the range of 0.00
to 3.00, 09 plant species in the range of 3.10 to 6.00, 05 plant species in the range of 6.10 to 9.00 and
02 plant species in the range of 9.10 to 13.50. The maximum relative frequency 13.04 was determined
for the plant species Combretum indicum (L.) De Filipps and the minimum 1.73 for Dioscorea daemona
Roxb. (Table-1, Fig-2).
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5. Relative Density: Relative density was calculated for the 13 plant species in the range of 0.00 to 4.75,
07 plant species in the range of 4.76 to 9.50, where as none of the plant species was in the range of
9.51 to 14.25, while 01 plant species was in the range of 14.26 to 19.00. The maximum relative density
15.78 was determined for the plant species Combretum indicum (L.) De Filipps and minimum 1.12 for
the Dioscorea daemona Roxb. (Table-1, Fig-2).

6. Relative Abundance: The relative abundance was estimated for the 05 plant species in the range of
0.00 to 2.50, 06 plant species in the range of 2.51 to 5.00, and 05 plant species in the range of 5.10
to 7.50, while 05 plant species were in the range of 7.50 to 10.00. The maximum relative abundance
8.28 was calculated for the plant species Combretum indicum (L.) De Filipps and the minimum 0.21 for
Citrullus colocynthis(L.) Schrad. (Table-1, Fig-2).

7. Important Value Index (IVI) of Climbers: Important value index was calculated for 08 plant species
inthe range of 0.00 to 11, 11 plant species in the range of 11.10 to 22.00, 01 plant species in the range
of 22.10 to 33.00 and 01 plant species in the range of 33.10 to 44. The maximum Important Value Index
37.10 was estimated for the Combretum indicum (L.) De Filipps and the minimum 4.98 for Dioscoria
daemona Roxb. (Table-1, Fig-3).

Fig-1: Frequency, Density and Abundance of Climbers determined
in Bhupdeopur Reserve forest area of district Raigarh.

Climbers
20
18 B
16
14 B
é 12
E DO
(5}
- 6
o 4
E N BN F
o L
21-40% 41-60% 61-80% 81-100%
HFrequency Classes 19 2 0 0 0
Climbers
12
10 ..........................................................................................
0
g s
o
E
O
5 4
o
= 2
0 L
0.00-0.35 0.36-0.70 0.71-1.05 1.06-1.4
H Density 11 8 1 1
Climbers
8
7
E 6
E 5 ..........................................
6 R i S
k] 3
o
> 2
1
0
0.00-1.25 1.26-2.50 2.51-3.75 3.76-5
#Abundance 5 3 6 7

[81]



RESEARCH EXPRESSION ISSN 2456-3455

Vol. 1V, Issue 6, March 2021

Fig-2: Relative Frequency, Relative Density and Relative Abundance of Climbers
Determined in Bhupdeopur Reserve forest area of district Raigarh.
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Fig-3: Important Value Index (IVI) of Climbers determined in Bhupdeopur
Reserve forest area of district Raigarh.
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Conclusion

The Phytosociological studies clearly indicate that Bhupdeopur Reserve Forest is an extremely important
ecosystem by the virtue to richness of forest health and diversity of climber species. The species which are
threatened need more attention and care.
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A Security Concern
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Abstract

licit arms availability in neighbourhoods are always a threat to external and internal security. Due to
the geopolitics of Afghanistan, superpowers and non-state actors were active in that region for decades.
Consequently, the FATA area of Pakistan and Adam Khel in particular became an oasis for arms Producers
and traders as well as terrorists and drug traffickers. America and the former Soviet Union poured
Afghanistan with the latest weapons from 1979 to 1989. A major part of that stockpile came to the gray market
of Darra Adam khel . Same thing happened when America and Nato arrived in Afghanistan after 9/11.
Pakistan army and ISI a major and decisive player in this illicit arms trade which poses a big security concern
for Indian policy makers.

Keywords: Afghanistan, America, Darra Adamkhel, gray market, illicit arms trade, pakistan.

Pakistan used to steal a large part of the weapons sent by the US through Pakistan in the context of
Afghanistan. From 1979 to 1993, he did this work with great gusto. He has also mastered the copying of
these stolen weapons. As a result, the M-16 assault rifle is easily available there in the gray market. One
arms seller Orakzai says that there is no such weapon which they cannot imitate. He can copy anything from
Turkish Zigana pistols, American Beretta handguns, to Chinese 30-caliber weapons. They guarantee their
copies to be as good as the original.(khan, 2017) This is just one example of Pakistan’s arms thief market.
According to Pakistani newspaper Dawn, Pakistan imports small arms worth 134 million dollars annually.
But this does not include illegal imports, the plethora of weapons rom the porous Afghan border, where
dozens of arms traffickers operate.(Hammad,2012) $200 million worth of small arms enter Pakistan illegally
every year.A country that has only 0.7 doctors for a population of 170 million and only 0.6 hospital beds
per 1000 people, where less than 7 percent of the people are in college There, 4 out of 100 people have licensed
weapons, and for every valid weapon there are 9 illegal weapons.(Hammad, 2012) The M-16 rifle and Beretta
pistol is a status symbol in Pakistan. The extent is that weapons are also available on rent here. (Hammad,
2012)This happens in the world probably only in Pakistan. The large quantities of light and small arms America
gave to the Afghan Mujahideen against the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 were supplied through
Pakistan. Half of these weapons and sometimes even more were stolen by the Pakistan Army. Since then,
the Khyber Pakhtoon Darra Adamkhel has remained the biggest arms market of illicit arms in the world.
“Quality US and Nato military assault rifles and handguns are finding their way into the illegal arms markets
of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), M-16 assault rifles and Berettas—standard issue weapons
for the US army—are selling like hot cakes, despite their high prices...M-16 assault rifles and Beretta 9mm
military pistols—stolen from the US army and other Nato allies in Afghanistan—are in demand and have
become quite the status symbol among the country’s upper class...A Beretta 9mm is available for Rs1.5 lakh
a piece; the M-16 rifles are sold for Rs5 lakh... People only buy an M-16 if it is guaranteed it is a military
gun taken from the US Army with a ‘property of the US government’ stamp. Beretta handguns are
manufactured in Italy but used by the US army as sidearms.” (Alam and Ahamad 2014) Therefore the Afghan
problem is always a fortune for illicit arms traders and manufacturers of Darra Adamkhel undoubtedly under
the aegis of pak army and ISI.

*Corresponding Author: Email: alssplato@gmail.com ® Mobile No. 8319735275
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Darra Adam Khel: Illicit Weapon’s Cottage Industry

Darra Adamkhel is a small town located in Khyber Pakhtoon, Pakistan. It is administered within the FATA
Federal Administrative Tribal Area. That is, it is directly administered under the central government of
Pakistan. But it is not famous for its tribal culture. It is famous as the biggest supermarket and factory of
illegal arms. All the famous weapons of the world are found here in both their original and copy versions.
Colt and Beber Handguns, Lee enField Rifles, Italian Beretta, German Walcher Machine Guns, Anti Aircraft
Guns, Land Mines, RPG - RocketLaunchers, etc., are easily found here. In fact, the arms trade and arms
manufacturing are like cottage industries — the work of which is done from house to house.

The total population of Darra Adamkhel according to the 1998 census was 88456, which is now probably
one lakh. But in 2001 it was 2600 arms manufacturing and repair factories or units employing more than
30,000 workers, including 8000 trained personnel. Not only this, in 2001 itself there were more than 5000
shops selling arms. Any light weapon in the world can be found there .(Malik,2016) The situation has gotten
worse since then. More than 10000 families are directly linked to the local arms industry. 40000 people are
directly or indirectly connected. Almost the entire population is involved in the illegal business of arms
(Malik,2016) According to the Small Arms Survey 2003, the Darra Adamkhel produces 20,000 weapons per
year. But this number is much higher than this. Only AK-47 every year. Over 40,000 Capacity to make 100
AK-47 rifles per day is in Darra Adamkhel that too at a cost of less than 153 dollars. 36000 AK-47 production
per year at the rate of 100 per day that too in a small town like village. The threat to regional security can
only be imagined. 30 mm pistols are made in numbers of 6000 per month and 37000 per year (Malik,2016)
In this way, the total number of weapons is produced in millions, that too illegal.

As per Pakistani law, there is no license to own or sell an AK-47. But in Darra Adamkhel it is openly
being made and sold.

An M16 automatic rifle — not an American original, but a Chinese imitation — will cost a buyer 180,000
to 230,000 rupees, or $1,800 to $2,300. But a local replica of the Chinese knock-off — called a “Darra
copy” — can be had for only 30,000 to 80,000 rupees, or between $300 to $800.

“A copy of the Glock is 30,000 to 35,000 rupees,” Orakzai says, referring to a version of the Austrian
semi automatic pistol that can be bought for under $350.

What about the AK-47, or Kalashnikov, the favorite of guerrilla fighters around the world?

A real one will cost 80,000 to 200,000 rupees — between $800 and $2,000 — Orakzai says, proudly showing
a Soviet-era AK-47 from 1971, eight years before neighboring Afghanistan was invaded by the Red Army.
The markings on the gun are in Russian.But a fake can be had for a mere 7,000 to 25,000 rupees, or $70
to $250. Just down the street, a kilo of goat kebabs that would make lunch for four people costs $20.” (Khan,
2017)

Antiques are also available here.

“A British World War IlI-era Sten submachine gun, complete with U.K. markings, can be had for $800.
But you need to add another $50 for the original leather strap bearing the ornate military coat of arms. An
1860 Enfield pistol, with markings from a Hussar cavalry regiment, is on sale for just $950.” (Khan, 2017)

Hawala Slip

[licit arms of Darra Adamkhel are sent to Burma and other smugglers in Southeast Asia through the
arms trade silk route. It happens through hawala. Due to the illegal trade in arms, a trust relationship has
developed between the arms dealers and manufacturers which is named Hawala slip. This hawala slip contains
the details and amount of the weapons sent. It is often sent by couriers from Jalalabad and Toravaram via
Bamiyan to Malaysia, Burma, Thailand and other countries of South East Asia, Central and West Asia. The
dealers for Thailand have procured a huge amount of weapons from the Taliban. (Malik, 2016) The Pakistan
Army and ISI have used this network solely for anti-India activities since 1979. America poured enormous
numbers of small arms and light weapons in Afghanistan from 1979 to 1989. Because of this, large quantities
of foreign light weapons are with the Afghan civilians, army, and tribal groups. Most of these weapons are
smuggled and sold to the gray market of Dara Adamkhel. Illegal arms of Ukraine and Turkey also reach
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the gray market of the Darra Adamkhel via Central Asia and then through hawala these weapons are sent
to the drug traffickers of Southeast Asia. Thus a silk route has developed from Afghanistan and Darra
Adamkhel to southeast Asia, the cost of weapons is so low that it is accessible to anyone. The Kalashnikov
AK-47 rifles of Russian, Chinese, Turkish, and Egyptian, models are available and sold here during the Afghan
war for Rs 35000.inly. During the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, AK-47 rifles were supplied in bulk from
both Russian and American sources. As a result, Russian soldiers, Mujahideen and Afghan soldiers all sold
it in this gray market of Darra Adam Khel.consequently it was available at a very low price. According to
Malik, at that time Russian and Chinese model AK-47 was available here in 15000-16000 47, which later became
20000 to-22000. The Darra Adamkhel made AK-47 was found in 12000 to 15000 48. It is noteworthy that this
was the time when Pakistan was providing AK-47s in large quantities to Punjab and Kashmiri terrorists in
India. (Sreedhar, 1998)

“The illegal supply spreads well beyond cottage production. Pakistan’s porous Western border provides
ample trafficking opportunities, with large caches of arms being smuggled into the country. In Balochistan,
these markets thrive, where otherwise thousands live under poverty yet an AK-47 is a common commodity.
However, the illegal arms trade is not just limited to assault rifles.Rockets, mortars, mines, anti-aircraft guns—
there is no shortage of variety “(Hammad,2012) Thus this gray weapon market of Pakistan is such a dangerous
market of illegal arms. The Pakistani government has no control over it and runs under the protection of
the notorious ISI. This availability of illegal weapons on the Afghanistan border and illegal weapons obtained
from the Central Asian Silk Route has made it an important supply site for terrorists of India, Burma, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Chechnya, China and Mozambique. (Sreedhar 1998) Thus Darra Adamkhel has emerged as the
largest arms market of illegal arms on cheap rate and easy availability. This is certainly a serious threat to
Indian security.

Conclusion

Geopolitics of Afghanistan in recent decades were favourable to Pakistan because Pakistan was the US
ally for the entire cold war period and up to 2010. On the other hand Afghanistan is surrounded by American
adversaries like China, Iran and Russian Chinese influence on central asia. So Pakistan became a key player
in any American maneuvering in Afghanistan . Consequently Pakistan has exploited the situation very wisely.
Khaiber pakhtoon area is a problem for Pakistan itself because of its primitive patriarchal and war loving
society. Therefore the Pakistani army and ISI has used this vanguard instinct of these people against their
adversaries as an instrument. They try to control the entire Afghanistan through them. Sometimes it
boomeranged but most of the time they capitalised it as per their interests. Illicit arms manufacturing and
trade in FATA and Darra Adam khel suits to the Pakistani interests to operate narco terrorism and to disturb
the neighbor like India. Pakistan has been used illicit small arms and light weapons to promot terrorism in
panjab and its being used in kashmir also. Therefore illicit arms manufacturing and trade in pakistan is a
big threat to India’s external and internal security.
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Abstract

Indian Civil Services in common parlance known as Indian Administrative Services or IAS is rightly labeled
as ‘Steel Frame of India” for the services it has rendered to the nation both pre & post-independence
specifically in the domain of effective administration and formulation and implementation of public policies.
The importance of Indian Civil services can be gauged from the fact that the examination for the entry into
these services conducted by Union Public Service Commission is considered as the toughest examination of
the India and dream of youth from every socio-political background. This paper attempts to analyze the
pandemonium and paradoxes associated with the policy of Lateral Entry in the higher bureaucracy at the
ranks of Joint Secretary and Directors in various Departments of Government of India purely on the basis
of personal interaction without any recruitment examination or established procedure. This paper also
attempts to analyze the very origin and nature of Indian Civil Services along with the various reasons which
necessitated the need to reformation and out of the box thinking for promoting greater transparency,
efficiency and accountability.

Keywords’s: Indian Civil Services, IAS, Union Public Service Commission, Lateral Entry, Policy,
Bureaucracy, Efficiency & Reforms.

Introduction

Governor general of Bengal during British rule Lord Cornwallis, often regarded as father of civil services
in Indian subcontinent initiated the formal organization and structuring of civil services through his
Corrnwallis’ code.! The Charter Act of 1833 on papers theoretically allowed the native of British India to
compete for civil services but it was Queen’s Proclamation of 1858 after the of revolt of 1857 that opened
the gates for Indians to enter the higher bureaucracy.?

In 1863 a young Indian from Bengal Satyendra Nath Tagore breaks the shackles and opened the flood
gates by becoming the first native to crack Imperial Civil Services (ICS) examination held in London which
was held purely in English language. Since its inception the very character of the examination and services
exhibiting British attitude and arrogance remain elitist, exclusionary and dominant producing bureaucrats
who are abhorrent and detested from general masses whom they intended to serve.

Constituent Assembly of India, post-independence witnessed heated debates and comprehensive
deliberations regarding the future of Indian Bureaucracy with many prominent members opposing
the services. Shri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar openly lamented that this service is “heaven-born service
of the previous regime and will continue to be heaven-born service...they were the rulers under the
under the old regime and they will continue to be so in this regime”.> However, it was due to efforts of
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel that civil services continued in India with changed name of Indian Administrative

Service.

On the floor of the parliament during Constituent Assembly Debates Sardar Patel acclaimed that “I wish
to be recorded in this house that during the last two or three years if most of the members of the services
had not been serving the country efficiently, particularly the Union would have collapsed”.* It's the ‘Iron

*Corresponding Author: Email: vijayvermadu@gmail.com ¢ Mobile No. 9810626397
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Man of India” who has consolidated the ‘steel frame of India’ and often lamented as ‘Patron Saint’ of the
Indian Administrative Services.’

Need for Reform

Indian Civil Servants although public servants recruited to serve the poor and ignorant masses hardly
realize their duties and instead become an elite class of professionals striving to preserve their monopoly
over the structures of power and enhance their socio-economic gains. There is a saying that in India there
are only three important positions of power are: PM, CM & DM, where DM (District Magistrate) is the
exclusive club of IAS or state PCS officers.

J.C. Johari characterizes Indian Civil Services as the “steel frame of administration, a pressure group in
itself, vehicle of change, an elite class”.® Morris Jones called them “exclusive, closed, elite heaven-born class
with an aura of itself”” who remains detached from the society but enjoying special status along with close
links with the rulers.

Mohan S. Kashikar called Indian bureaucracy ‘a white elephant” which appropriated the major chunk of
national resources without proportionate contribution in the socio-economic development of nation.® He
criticizes the bureaucracy for developing a “strong sense of fraternity and indulges in self- aggrandizement

and vehemently opposes any attempt to curtail its powers or cutting it to size”.”

The overburdened bureaucracy seldom involved in innovative thinking as they are exhausted in
unproductive routinised work such as writing notes, taking stocks of politically important programs of present
dispensation, arrangements for politicians etc. which kills their resourcefulness and creativity and many a

times creates avenues for unethical practices and corruption, thus steel frame loosing ‘stainlessness’.'’

The demand for reforms in the civil services is never a new phenomenon, it can be traced long back
to Raja Ram Mohan Roy who was the first one to demand such reforms.!! Independent India is considered
as the unique example of large industrialized country where an elite group of generalist monopolizes all the
specialist jobs with assured career progression with least transparency and accountability.'? There developed
a politician-bureaucrat nexus generating a widespread corruption, apathy towards masses, waste of scare
resources on unproductive expenditure along with red-tapism.'

Lateral Enrty into Civil Services

Lateral entry is the process of directly appointing the specialist from private sector into government
organizations at the higher posts which are traditionally reserved for carrier bureaucrats coming through
a strict and close system of appointment and promotions & postings. Earlier in the February, 2021 the Union
Public Service Commission, Constitution body responsible for recruiting the top officers in the Union
Government and rightly known as watchdog of ‘Merit System’ in India has Advertisement No. 51/2021
seeking application “from talented and motivated Indian nationals willing to contribute towards national
building to join the Government at the level of Joint Secretary or Director, Group ‘A’ in various Ministries
and Departments”' for the 30 posts.

Earlier also in June, 2018 the Union government has released a similar Advertisement for 10 posts
challenging 160 years old Merit System of Examination and Appointments causing apprehensions of
introducing ‘Spoils System” by ‘Extra -UPSC’ entries. The Government has appointed “8 Joint Secretaries
through the lateral entry against the posts in the Ministry/Department of Civil Aviation, Commerce, Economic
Affairs, Environment Forest and Climate change, Financial services, New and Renewable Energy, Road

Transport & Highways and Shipping respectively”.!

“The present system of recruitment of Joint Secretary level post through contract system is completely
arbitrary and irrational. An IFS officer with more than 17 years of experience (which in actual practice is
22 years) would not be able to get an opportunity to work as Joint Secretary in the same sector of Environment
and Forest, while anyone from private sector with having much less experience of 15 years would be eligible”1®
said IFS Officer who has challenged these appointments in the Central Administrative Tribunal and similar
are the expressions of the many senior Bureaucrats.
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It should be mentioned that the post of JOINT SECRETARTY’ occupies the third highest rank in the
official Administrative hierarchy, only after the Secretary and Additional Secretary and is appointed by the
‘Cabinet Appointment Committee’. NITI Aayog in its “Three-year Action Agenda” report recommended the
induction of “personnel at middle and senior management levels in the central government... These ‘lateral
entrants” would be part of the central secretariat which in the normal course has only career bureaucrats
from the All-India Services/Central Civil Services.”"

The ‘Constitution Review Commission’, 2000 in its report on ‘Administrative Reforms” has also endorsed
the very idea and recommended that “Above a certain level - say the Joint Secretary level - all posts should
be open for recruitment from a wide variety of sources including the open market. We should specialize
some of the generalists and generalize some of the specialists through proper career management, which
has to be freed from day-to-day political manipulation and influence peddling... The administrative structure
and systems have to be consciously redesigned to give appropriate recognition to the professional and
technical services so that they may play their due role in modernizing our economy and society. The specialist
should not be required to play second fiddle to the generalist at the top. Conceptually we need to develop
a collegiate style of administrative management where the leader is an energizer and a facilitator, and not
an oracle delivering verdicts from a high pedestal”.!®

In 2016 Prime Minister has himself declared that “India cannot march through the 21% century with the
Administrative system of 19" centurary”.' It is also worth noting that as compared to G-20 countries, the
size of Indian Bureaucracy is thinner and still they are efficiently administering the country of 1.3 billion
people. Professor Lant Pritchett of Harvard University once complemented that the “The IAS is full of officers
who have passed an entrance examination and selection process that makes getting into Harvard look like
a walk in the park. I have worked for the World Bank and it employs really brilliant people. I think the

Indian elite and many Indian government officials in the IAS are even better than the World Bank brains”.?

However, there remains critical unanswered concerns and questions like there is no provision of
Constitutionally mandated Affirmative Action for the SC/ST/OBC or Women as vacancies under lateral entry
are ‘unreserved’ creating apprehensions in the minds of depressed section of the society. Further it is unclear
how in the short duration of 3/5 years a lateral entrant would infuse fresh energy, expertise and innovation
in the static and rigid system as “it takes three years to be effective, 1°' goes in understanding & planning,

2" in implementation and third actually vindicates results”.?!

It should also need to be recognised that that today one of real concern is rising rate of unemployment
and as per youth study by Lokniti-CSDS ‘the first choice of Indian youth is Government Job’?? and IAS in
particular. Many experts like Dhiraj Nayyar cautiously advised that “Lateral entry into administration is a
reform that needs to be better implemented”.”®

Conclusion

The idea and policy of Lateral entry is not new to senior bureaucracy as several eminent personalities
like M.S. Swaminathan, Dr. Manmohan Singh, Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Vijay Kelkar and many more had
served the nation but the fact remains that they were directly recruited as Secretaries and not below that.
It should be recognised that IAS is not only the steel frame of nations integrity but also the ‘Steel frame
of Dreams’ of millions of youths mainly from marginalized sections to improve their socio-economic and
political worth in the highly hierarchical society.

There are numbers of young highly qualified professionals like Gaurav Agarwal (UPSC topper-2013),
Kanisshk Kataria (UPSC topper-2018), Vishaka Yadav (UPSC-2019) who have holded the position of repute
& higher managerial rank in private sector but had left their lucrative packages to join the Indian bureaucracy.
The Government needs to focus more on training and capacity building of its bureaucratic carder to increase
their output and efficiency along with insulating them from undue political interferences.
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