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100 Years : Past T.S.Eliot's '"'The Waste

Land -A Post Pandemic Poem."

- Dr Tarlochan Kaur Sandhu

'T had never thought
that Death  had
undone so many'. The
line which occurs in
"The Waste Land"
reverberates in my
subconscious griev-
ing for those who lost
their lives during
COVID-19 Pandemic
in the last two years.
Thomas Stearns Eliot's" The Waste Land,"
a magnum opus, a poem of 435 lines, is
marking its centenary in the year 2022.
Originally published in October 1922 in
the first issue of a literary magazine "The
Criterion', the epic is considered to be the
most influential, experimental and diffi-
cult because of its technique and non-lin-
ear structure. However in the poem, there
are five movements (sections). Each sec-
tion has layers of interpretations. The
other remarkable work also published in
the
Ulysseus, equally known for its new form

same year was James Joyce's
and technique. Eliot's poem brought revo-
lution as it signified the advent of mod-

ernism depicting the stark realities and
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grim  future of
human kind affected
during and after the
First World War.
The aftermath of the
war ridden modern
world is symbolical-
ly represented as the
waste land which is
empty, desolate and
deprived of new life
and growth. It has turned barren, and is
sick, diseased for which there is no cure or
relief. The poet somewhere was aware of
his own physical and mental sickness due
to frequent visits and stay in a sanatorium,
the attack of Spanish Flu and the spread
after the war could be related to the pres-
ent scenario with the similar sense of
despair and loss.

The present world seems to be so
futile, bleak and devoid of humanitarian
principles, empty of compassion, the best
lack conviction, and the very sources of
leading a purposeful life.

I have been teaching this poem for the
last 30 years and every time I find some
new motifs and meanings...I happen to



revisit Eliot's Land. Spiritually barren
devoid of all moral, religious and tradi-
tional values during this pandemic.
Though the covid pandemic is over but in
the deluge of this crisis, the fragmented
souls of the bedizens, their pain and suffer-
ing has lead to a kind of disbelief. The
characters are maimed, neurotic, and hys-
terical and lack mutual faith, live in love-
less relationships, no refuge and shelter for

ved rq
"The

many. April is (was) the cruelest month,
which brings false hope, if they get shelter,
it is only under the rock that is
(Temple/Church/) hospitals or finally to
the burial ground.

The theme also reminiscent of the front
line warriors, doctors and all those who
sacrificed, became martyrs because they

stood up when no one could dare to come

close due to physical distancing norms...
But There were also who empathized and
resuscitated the "dead to life.", yet the
bodies floating in the rivers possible right
and the waters....need to be purified, all the
rivers, be it the Ganga or the river
Thames.As the poet finally journeys from
the desert and dry land hears the sound of
thunder and showers which bring relief to

the dry land and parched souls. The poem

r.-‘;__: ’ |
Waste Land

ends with a note of belief for the modern
human beings to follow the three princi-
ples or teachings for leading spiritual and
meaningful lives: Datta, Damyata and
Shantih, Shantih, Shantih, signify absolute
peace that transcends under standing and
fragmented life...
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A Journey to AITSC - 2022

Sergeant - Abhishek Nema

NCC Aims at Unity and Discipline
of a Cadet, and proves to be hundred per-

cent in every aspect of
life, whether it will be
of time management
or work with perfec-
tion.

Here, I,
Sergeant ~ Abhishek
Nema, want to share

my experience of

NCC in our Govt.
VYT. PG Autonomous
College Durg and fur-
ther for a life time
experience of India
Thal Sanik Camp
2022.

Firstly T would
like to tell you about
NCC (National Cadet
Corps) it is the youth
wing of the Indian
Armed Forces with its
Headquarters in New
Delhi. It comprises
Army, Air force and
Navy wing. NCC
develops  discipline
and patriotism in

tition between 7 colleges. Among them
one 1is our college in which 4 (SW) and 3

(SP) went for selection
2(SD) & (SW) got
selected. We four went
to attend our First
camp in Bilaspur.

This Camp started
from 01 Aug 2022 to
08 Aug 2022 at C.V.
Raman University.
This Thal Sanik Camp
had various events 40
participate and com-
pete with other cadets.
It has obstacle
Training, shooting Map
Reading, Judging
Distance and field sig-
nal, Hearth and
Hygiene, Tent pitching
(group event). On the
first day we were
addressed by our Camp
commander sir, from
next day selection
started. There we had

" to participate in the

event in which we can
give our best. I had

youths. It has 17 Directorate among them chosen map reading, Judging Distance

one is in MP& CG.

My Journey begins with shooting compe-

and Health and Hygiene. In the starting
Days we can with between our events so



by aiming to get selected any how for next ;

level. I began with 3 events. Two PI Staff
Bhupendra sirs and Vivekanand sir form
TCG Battalion taught us and conducted
tests and there continuous guidance
helped me a lot. I got selected for next
camp.

. . E: .
So in the next camp which was £
TSC-II started from 18 Aug to 26 Aug *‘
2022.This was other level of selection for & '

Inter group competition of TSC. All *

Cadets gained a lot of knowledge and var-
ious incorrigible experiences about Army
life. For learning MR they took us to High
areas. It was such a nice and unforgettable

experience for us. Finding own position
and judging various Distances Make us '
feel like we are a part of Arm. Our |

Instructor guided us from very beginning,
helped us at every step. We learned how to
find placed or thing on Map and from map
to ground.

Also I learned about Health and
Hygiene in this we were taught about
physical and Mental Health, Personal
Health, personal hygiene and also about
sanitation. How to prevent from diseases
issuers and many health related issues.
Very soon result was declared I was In for
Health and Hygiene and JDIFS.

Our Next Level of Thal Sainik
camp was Inter group competitions at
sagar, Madhya Pradesh. Out was Raipur
group and we had to compete with other
five groups of MP in order to get selected
for next level. In the competition we all
did our Best in our relative events and also
in the line area competition in this compe-
tition we have to clean and make a

A
1] o T GONT i
HLE B i A
b e CHATTIS A g
AT o p v!'m“”m“‘

hygienic environment for our living area.
Our Raipur group best in every single
event. | stood first in Health and Hygiene.
Raipur group stood second overall and
Gwaliour group second It was such and
amazing experience of interaction with
cadets from all groups we taught group
Management situation Handling and also
how to come back with bad performances.

29
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After this the next camp was a training
camp, we all were becoming sharper and
best in our respective field. My perform-
ance was up to the mark. Very soon comes
pre-TSC. Totally based on high level of
performance, tough competition between
best of best. The last selection process to
make team of MP/CG Dte after coming of
results we all were happy it was like a
dream come true of going Delhi for

30

AITSC.

Every NCC Cadet Having a
Dream of going Delhi to DG NCC Camp
is and now I had achieved that. So from
next day our friends who ware not select-
ed left the Maharaja Regiment training
centre. The next day we had ADG sir
Visit, the Commander of Our MP & CG
Directorate major general Ajay Kumar
Mahayana sir came to visit to see our
preparation for Inter Directorate competi-
tion which is going to be Held in Delhi.
We got our Kit of TSC such an amazing
experience. And on 12th September our
who Directorate term with ANO and two
PI Staff sir took train to Delhi and reached
their next day early morning. During entry
of DG NCC camp Area of Delhi, we all
were excited to visit the place for the first
time ever. The camp area was very beauti-
ful and such and extra ordinary. I was very
thankful to god to make me visit /camp t
DG NCC camp area. We all reported their
and then entered to living area, their we
swami building with Different Directorate
cadets.

We got Beds and Wardrobes. From
next Day line area preparation started,
cleaning of walls, equipment and many
more. And on 16th Sep JD/FS competition
was there in which I had to compete. Our
team of JD/FS Having 8Boys - 4 for JD
& 4 for FS, I Had chosen JD. We did our
best. me by one events were held in which
every one perform their best. We were
also addressed by Director General of
NCC Lt. General Gerberas see at
Auditorium he gave us wished and con-
gratulations fro result and gave many



good teachings.

We all enjoyed the whole Camp
Duration the food we eat the work we got
and at evening we did spiritual music and
dance. We had Delhi Darshan on 25
September we visited Air force museum.
India gate, National war memorial,
Rajghat and lotus temple. All the places
were very amazing and then next day we
had cultural program at auditorium. I had
also participated in singing. And there
next day which was our last day at
DGNCC Camp dream be visited other
Directorates and met all of them. And cap-
tured some pictures for memories. We all

were happy as pre were going to our home
now so finally we left Delhi on evening
and reached sergeants for address of com-
mander sir of sergeant group. Head mired
us and ... a joyful goodbye to us. And
them we all restarted and gone to cell
homes.

This Thal Sainik Camp was unfor-
gettable and created a great Memoirs.

000
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Swami Vivekananda was asked,
"What is the meaning of life?"
He replied, life itself has no meaning
it's an opportunity to create a meani
S0 lets make our lives meaning

]
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Exams are like criket match

Prishita Tamrakar
B.A. Final

Exam are like cricket Match

Examination hall is the field.

Professor is the umpire

Question paper is the opposite

team.

Answer sheet is the pitch

Correct answers are the runs

Number of questions is the target

Pen is the bat

Wrong answer is out

Time out is no ball.

Submitting answer sheet is the

result of Match
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My NSS Journey

Manasi Yadu

M.Sc. Final (Geology)

"NSS" a word which brings
sense of discipline and Patriotism in
many of us. A word which opens a
floor of opportunities for overall devel-
opment of a student. We look up to
those students who were part of NSS
and are now excelling in various fields
of life.

NSS stands for National
Service Scheme which was launched
in year 1969, in the birth centenary of
Mahatma Gandhi . With Moto of "NOT
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2022'23 ME BUT YOU" Initially it was launched

in universities with 40000 volunteers
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and is currently executing in more
than 391 universities in 16278 col-
leges with more than 36.5 lakh volun-
teers serving for development of the
nation.

NSS is an extension dimension
to the higher education system to ori-
ent the student youth to community
service while they are studying in edu-
cational institutions. It is being imple-
mented by the Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government of India. NSS
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is split into two levels. School level
provides A Certificate after successful



completion of two years. College level
provides B and C certificate after suc-
cessful completion of 240hrs and
360hrs respectively. During this NSS
journey we get opportunity to conduct
and become part of various one day

camps, Seven days special Unit
camp, State camp, National
Integration Camp, Adventure camp,
Pre - RDC camp, RDC camp.

The best part of NSS is our
Seven days special Unit Camp where
every NSS volunteer comes up with a
story and experience which is trave-
logue of their success. Every story is
special in its own way and my story is
one of them. To me NSS is a family
where seniors and juniors share bond
of respect for each other and stand for
each other during hard times. Under
the guidance of Program officer Dr.
Meena Maan, | Mansi Yadu,

Dalnayika
(President) NSS
Unit (2021- 22)
got an opportu-
nity to attend
NATIONAL
INTEGRATION
CAMP-

. 2022 at
Amleshwar.
Being part of
such camps is
¥ dream for every
volunteer selec-
tion ratio is very
low because out
of  volunteers
from 150 college under

university. Two to Six volunteers are
only selected for this camp for getting
selected you need to prove that you
are multitalented among other volun-
teers and master of particular event. |
got an opportunity to represent my
college and university at National level
and my excitement and curiosity was
on peak. In this camp 210 NSS volun-

teers from Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand and 12+ states.

Exchanged their ideas their cultural
practices. Our day in camp use to
begin with Yoga and excersise fol-
lowed by project work which included
Gardening, campus cleaning etc.
Lectures were arranged for volunteers
where prominent guest guided volun-
teers on various topics like leadership,
volunteer management etc.
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Various Competitions were
conducted out of which | represented
my state in "Extempore" and "Street
Play" where we team Chhattisgarh got

Second position for
Volunteers were also involved in
Cultural programs conducted in
evening every day. This programmes
were designed to bring out creativity of
volunteers and inculcate time man-
agement skills. Through this camp |
got to know about my potential as
leader and participant. We made
friends and got attached tomany vol-
unteers from our state and other
states too and made a buddy pair. It
feels good to see home after many
days but we miss our camp place too.
Memories of our seven days camp
gets captured in our hearts forever.
The programme designed in
NSS aims to instilling the idea of social
welfare in students, and to provide
service to society without bias. NSS

Street play.
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volunteers work to
. ensure that everyone
who is needy gets
help to enhance their
standard of living and
lead a life of dignity.
In doing so, volun-
teers learn from peo-
_ plein villages how to
' lead a good life
despite a scarcity of
=% resources. It helps
. them to figure out
problems exisisting
in our society and
come with solution
for the same. During our seven day
camp in Village- Thanoud we encoun-
tered one such problem. We found
school students getting addicted to
alcohol which is a very serious threat
to society. In collaboration with Kalyani
Social Welfare and Research
Organisation, NSS Volunteers joined
Kalyani Fighters group who are contin-
uously working in this field. NSS has
helped me to grow and to explore
myself as individual with essence of
selflessness, patriotism and discipline.
It taught me importance of co-curricu-
lar activities in student's life, Time
management, Team work, Event
Management, Qualities of a good
leader. NSS taught me not to give up
at any point of time rather how to start
again with fresh energy aiming to
excel in life. Teachings from my entire
NSS journey will help in every walk of
my life.



Dream of TSC

Sergeant - Kritika Dewangan

NCC stands for National Cadet
Corps established in 1948. It Has three
wings Army wing, Navy Wing and Air
force Wing. Having 17 Directorate among
which one of the Dte. is MP/CG that I
was a part of. NCC Teaches us Discipline,
Teamwork, Time Management, Team
spirit, Courage and patriotism etc. for
Every NCC Cadet there would Be a Long
Story to tell which would Become a life
time Memory. My story is also one of
them i.e. Thal Sanik Camp. TSC 2022
(Thal Sanik Camp) I am Sergeant Kritika
Dewangan from No. 37 C.G. BN NCC
Durg (Chhattisgarh) and I am going to
share my experience of TSC. My Journey
was astonishing. I had never thought that I
would be able to fulfill my dream of
becoming a part of TSC. It was like a
dream come true as for every NCC Cadet
it's a dream to be a part of TSC.

The selection process started form
the Battalion level where selected students
form there respective colleges participat-
ed. At Battalion level, Two times selection
was Done on the Basis of filling. The
cadet whose grouping was less than team
was selected and Mine was six cm. Before
sharing my views further let me brief
about Tsc. Thal Sanik Camp is the second
largest camp after "RDC." One who com-
pletes TSC Camp is equal to a Indian
army solder because it gives an exposure
to the salient feature to Army training
Helps you to gain a lots of knowledge
related to Army. It Builds confidence and
will power. TSC is a 12 days camp con-
ducted by NCC in DG NCC cant area
New Delhi every year. In which the cadets
from all 17 Dte. Participate, 88 from each
including SDS, SWs and reserve parties of
Different Competitions. It Comprises of 7
Competitions i.e. Obstacle training, Tent
pitching, Map reading, Judging Distance
and field signal , Health and Hygiene,
Line area and firing. The Cadets who par-
ticipate in filling was not allowed to do
other events and others had to Participate
in remaining six Competitions, including
firing. To lets proceed further.

After the Announcement of results all the
selected Cadets from Battalions went to
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Bilaspur for attending TSC - I Selection
and Training camp Conducted by CG
Battalion NCC, Bilaspur from 01 Aug
2022 to 08 Aug 2022 of Dr. C.V. Raman
University Kota. The camp area was
amazing and their facilities as well. On
reporting day we were addressed by the
commanding officer of TCG BN and the
very next day selection procedure started,
for getting selected you need to prove that
you are multitalented among other cadets
and Master of a particular event. We were
required to do all the event and had to put
more focus on one single event in which
we were Best.

My main event was Judging
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Distance and field signal so I put more
focus on this event over others. I was scor-
ing better everyday. I was happy with my
performance. For practicing map reading
and JDIFS we used to go to beautiful hilly
areas, there we learnt by having fun. The
memories | made there is priceless and
unforgettable everyday our instructor
(Ustaad) took us to the new spot and tough
us How to find /judge the distance and
own position including map to ground
vice versa and field signal. We all were
improving day by day and competition
was becoming even more harder. But
luckily I was selected for the best camp
TSC-II training and launch camp conduct-
ed at same place and by same unit form 19
Aug to 26 Aug 2022.

I was focused from the very first
day and clear that my destiny is Delhi
that's why I studied Hard. Daily Morning I
woke up at 3:00 AM for studying and con-
tinued till the time of roll call i.e. 6:00
AM. At night I studied till 111:00 PM and
throughout the Day I studied whenever I
got the time. It was little bit difficult to
study in that tough routine where we get
tired and undusted a lot. But any how I
managed to do it. This time also I got
selected for IGC (Inter group competition)
where sing ours participate to make com-
bined group /Dte. Of MP/CG. IGC was
conducted by 33 MP Battalion NCC
Saugor (MP) From 27th Aug to 29th Aug
2022, Before coming to IGC every cadet
was told their respective one or two
events. Mine was JD/FS and health and
hygiene. Unfortunately I did not do much



in H/H ( Health & Hygiene) but my hard-
ship pays out of 48 SWs of judging dis-
tance event of all the groups, I got first
position with total marks 52 out of 55,
included ( practical & Theory). All the
achievers were honored by honorable
commanding officer of MP BN. Overall
among sin groups Raipur group got sec-
ond position in IGC. After IGC was over
and non selected cadets were gone home,
training camp started form 1 sep 2022 to 4
sep 2022. Competition was becoming
even more tougher from IGC onwards
they allotted us chest number, We were
identified or known by our chest number
only . Mine was 497 which I will never
forget during the selection process they
basically call your chest number, so one
can conclude that He /She is selected.
However I selected for pre TSC camp it
was from 5 sep to 12 sep2022 and the
selected cadets were sent directly from
saugor to Delhi. Practice maked a man
perfect this statement becomes true as I
ameliorate day by day and made it pre
TSC. I was in pre TSC none and my main
event was JD/IF . Now it was our last day
in Saugor, so all the Cadets were invited
for BADA KHANA, We had our dinner
with many respectable officers. Proud
movement for all of us. Next day we had
to leave for Delhi. Our kits were distrib-
uted. This feeling cannot be laid dawn in
words. No doubt our dream was about to
come true but some of our friends were
out form pre TSC, I really missed them.
Next day we to leave for Delhi.

All India Thal Saink Camp was form 14
sep to 25 sep 2022. Held at DG NCC cantt

area New Delhi. On reaching DG NCC
cantt area we had to open our backpacks
for routine check ups, after instructions we
were sent to the building of MP/CG Dte. It
was home for us. Our beds were distrib-
uted and within no time we had our dinner.

It was a rush day so everyone was very
tired and went to sleep early. In Delhi our
event competition was of one day only and
the rest of the day s we had to attend
attend lectures 1 work shops, Drill class
etc. and rest of the days you can have fun.
Till the line Area competition was over we
worked like labor, tired and a lost all our
energy everyday for line area competition.
Every morning we had our roll call where
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everyday instructions were given after this
we go for playing. After coming back
some cadet go for drill practice, lecture,
cleaning and preparing for LAC and
remaining cadets go for their Respective
competition.

One of the best thing was that you won't
regret your Birthday there because daily
we used to cut cake. Every day was a new
chapter there. Beside daily events we had
a new experience. Some of the best mem-
ories are from Delhi Darshan. How one
can forget that day. The day when we vis-
ited Qutub Minar, India gate, Lotus tem-
ple, museums etc. Overall our dte. Got the
9th rank from SWS and 10th rank from
SDS and got 4th position in line area com-
petition both from SDS and SWS and in
JD/ES our dte. got 5th rank from SWS
side which was my event. Performance in
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other event was also outstanding like in
Map reading MP/CG got second prize and
in shooting one JD got second prize. After
coming back to sager form Delhi. We
were addressed and welcomed by our hon-
orable Additional Director General sir ji
further, our experience and reviews were
recorded in a video and photo were taken.
After this we came back to our home
town.

NCC has helped me to grow and
strive as an individuals It provides not
only aspirants for armed forces but and
idea being in all walks of like. I am proud
to be the part of NCC and I also aim to
join the Indian armed forces soon. Lastly I
would like to thank my friends, parents,
teacher, who supported and motivated me
in this journey.
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