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In the realm of social reform and
sanitation, Bindeshwar Pathak stands as a
beacon of change, and Sulabh International,
the organization he founded, serves as a tes-
tament to his unwavering commitment to
humanitarian causes. Born on April 2,
1943, in Bihar, India, Bindeshwar Pathak
has dedicated his life to eradicating the age-
old stigma attached to manual scavenging
and uplifting the downtrodden. His pioneer-
ing efforts have not only transformed the
lives of thousands but have also set a
benchmark for social activism and sanita-
tion initiatives.

The Birth of Sulabh International:

Sulabh International, established by
Bindeshwar Pathak in 1970, emerged as a
response to the dehumanizing practice of
manual scavenging prevalent in India.

Empowering Dignity

The Visionary Work
of Bindeshwar
Pathak and Sulabh
International
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Manual scavenging, involving the manual
removal of human waste, was not only an |

occupation but also a form of social dis-
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crimination. Pathak recognized the urgent
need to address this issue and envisioned a
society where sanitation and human dignity
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would go hand in hand.
Key Initiatives:

1. Introduction of Two-Pit Toilet
Technology:

Bindeshwar Pathak introduced the
innovative two-pit toilet technology, a cost-
effective and eco-friendly solution to
address the sanitation needs of rural and ;
urban areas. This technology not only
improved sanitation but also played a
pivotal role in mitigating environmental
pollution.

2. Liberation of Manual Scavengers:

Sulabh International has been instrumental
in rehabilitating manual scavengers, pro-
viding them with alternative livelihoods,
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vocational training, and education for their
children. This initiative aimed not only at
freeing individuals from the shackles of

this inhumane practice but also at

The organization has constructed
public toilets across the country, making
sanitation accessible to the masses. These
= SRS well-maintained facilities have become a

=2 I\ C .

= ~—| crucial component of the Swachh Bharat
A\

- :

5§ 158 tributing significantly to the government's

=y ~Salk : .
=3 efforts to promote cleanliness and hygiene.
=3t
A\ 2\

Abhiyan (Clean India Campaign), con-

4. Social and Cultural Impact :

Sulabh International's impact
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extends beyond sanitation. Pathak's initia-
¥ tives have triggered a paradigm shift in
societal attitudes towards manual scav-
: engers and sanitation workers. By actively
| engaging with communities, the organiza-
tion has fostered awareness and empathy,
3 breaking down centuries-old prejudices.
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5. Global Outreach :

Bindeshwar Pathak's

transcends national boundaries.

vision
Sulabh
International has been involved in various
sanitation and social development projects
globally, collaborating with international
organizations and governments to share its
expertise and foster positive change.
Recognition and Awards:

Bindshwar Pathak's remarkable
contributions have not gone unnoticed. He
has received numerous award, including
the Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest
civilian award, in recognition of his
exceptional service to society. His work
has also been acknowledged by interna-
tional bodies, further solidifying the
global impact of Sulabh
International.

Bindeshwar Pathak's Journey, from
the narrow lanes of Bihar to the
the

power of one individual's vision and

exemplifies transformative
commchange. Sulabh International
continues to be a guiding light in the
quequitable and sanitary world.
Through innovation, compassion,

and relent. Bindeshwar Pathak has not
only improved sanitation but has also
restored who were marginalized and for-
gotten. In the ongoing pursuit of a clean
world, Sulabh International and its founder
remain an inspiration for future change
makers.



Life as we all know is not a
smooth road. It is filled with bumps, twists
and sometimes seemingly insurmountable
mountains. Each of us at some point, has
faced moments where we've felt crushed,
where everything around us seems to be
falling proud and the weight of failure feels
unbearable, but it is in these very moments
of despair that the true test of our spirit
begins.

What makes peel ions truly remark-
able in not how many times they succeed
but how many times they rise after falling?
When life knocks you down, it's easy to
want to stay there. To accept defeat. But
remember. Defeat is not the works thing in
the world. Not trying again its.

Thomas Edison, the man who gave
us the electric light build failed over a
thousand times before finally succeeding.
Can you imagine a giving up after a hun-
dred. Or even a thousand times? But he
didn't each failure was not or end for time.
But a lesson . He famously said. I have not
failed I have just found 10,000 way that
won't work".

Each failure brings us one step closer suc-
cess. It is point of the journey not the end of
it. It refines us teacher us and strengthens us
for what's to come. The road to success is
proved with chilling but it is those very
challenges that make the destination worth
it. Look at alts years of fringing, discipline
and sacrifice all lead up to a few minutes of
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performance sometime, despite all that hard l“ '::.‘;Lf _ﬁ
work, they don't win. But do they give up? Fl‘- "::‘."';i L:rl‘
No. they go back, trains harder, focus E“ = ."11 V-
deeper, and come back Stanger. %‘ "“, S e
What separates these who achieve greatness ﬁfﬁ% ;ﬁ
from these who give up is not talent or luck, 2% X 3
but persistence relentless, unshakable belie 3558 L A
. o . v 28
of that giving up is simply not an option. ‘:‘%\‘%‘ E.:‘:;
So, to each of you here today. I say %‘ =3
’ .
this life will best you, but do not be X ;E l‘
disluraged. When you're tired when you T 2 2 L\‘
feel like you've given all that you can push \‘ ",,g E\‘

s Gl

true potential. o
2/

hour in :ﬁﬁl‘

guest before down no matter how hard ,’;%ﬁl =

2/

Remember, the darkest

things get, no matter how impossible the =
challenge may sym-never give up.
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Life is not a prob-
lem to be solved
But a reality to be

experienced.

Shreya Shukla
M.A. III-sem.

| . Countless hours, thousands of refusals,
%% and hundreds of failures, this is what took
a Charles Bukowski to become one of the

";‘ iﬁ_‘ ",
1 56l =5

sake of material pleasure as a means to the
solution of the problem of life. He wanted
to discover and release the passion within.
Life is not a mathematical formula

We engrain fixities in our life
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Lifeis a msterc be lived,

To have lived a rich and fulfilling life,
rather from just a long one.

Our lives are like pictures done in
rough mosaic. Any person who has ever
achieved something worthwhile did not
obsess with the result ever.

Rather his success was the
corollarg of exploration of his passion.

Alexander did not think of becom-
ing the world conqueror.It was the living
every moment to the fullest. Likewise, life
of the great people like Plato, Aristotle,
Marcus aurelius, Francis, Yoya, William
Shakespeare, etc. stand as a testimony to
the fact that reducing the life of the solu-
tion of some problem Problem serves no
purpose.

Such a life only frustrates us and
waves us broken if the goal is not fulfilled.
Even if it does, it does not bring peau to
our hearts. Follow of the Pedantic
approach of life

The miseries that bound us are
result of our own creation. We envisage a
hypothetical solution of non-existant prob-
lem and make our life problem and
purpose to reach it make it more chaotic,
trampling on everything that comes in

> ™~ -

e

not a problemn to be solved.



between the invasion of Ukraine as a direct
result of goal of world domination of
Russia.

According to assessment report of
IPCC, even with current emission reduction
goal, we will breach the target of 1.5 degree
Celsius and level the tallered earth and
shattered environment to the coming gener-
ation. This is also result of narrow percep-
tion of life. Thinking of development as a
problem to be solved rather than a
possibility to be explored.

Nuclear Posturine, killer weapons
and spau wars are also a fallout of our
flavored approach to life.

The Art of Experiencing Life

Adi Shankaracharya once asked his
guru, Gaudapada, What is the meaning of
life? His guru smiled, On the further prob-
ing he said with a calm voice- 'There is no
meaning of life. Life is not a tool.

A bullock cart has meaning because
its goal is to move from one place to
another, and they are done with goal, but a
person living by leading is a goal for , that
one need and has to be composed.

The question about the goal of life
of any arises when we are obvious to the

Life is not a pr

solved, buk a reality

experien : J
-Sor

life, a life of experience has the potential to

undo all miseries.This was the secret of

anuint India. This is the antidote to the

malaise that we face today.

Also William Wordsworth aptly quotes -
" The best portion of a good man's

life are his little, noneless, unremembered

AL
:%ﬁl‘ =2 S

acts of kindness and love."
Shakespeare is in, As you like it...
"All the world's stage and all the men and

women merely players. They have their exit Ll\
and entrances; And one man in his time 1% * i\

il PN Va)
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play many parts. " ‘\

By following such an approach to ﬁ‘\‘ 2
. . - =38
life, we moved above the comastosity and "ﬁ‘ o
drudgery of life and Served a state of ﬁ@

E‘%
ceed or fail in life, we become like the & =7 Z
T3 AE

Mythical Hers sispyphu from Albert :%GE,“

-t I
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alaale

Nirvana It does not matter whether we suc-

‘ “?—
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G

campus' book who is content even in failure
because he has put in

honestly.Horace, in his poem, also advises |

gl

us "In the moment of our talking, envious

time has ebbed away, Carpe Diem! Zeize ¥**

the day trust t littl ToASE
e day trust tomorrow as little as you \%ﬁ

1", |
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o
FJ atol Q‘
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- ==
things whole heartedly and experiencing =36l

the joy it has to offer.---
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And I throw the
keypad

Aditi Singh
B.Sc. - V Sem.

As a final year student of gradua-
2 tion, I was advised to carry a keypad
instead of a smart phone during my inter-
. nal exam. However, I chose to disregard

this advice and ended up throwing the

When I come home in the evening,
a question often arises in my mind: " Am I
addicted?"

tion in the modern world.

Over the course of hundreds of
years the development of communication
systems has evolved significantly. This
evolution can be observed form methods
such as pigeon carriers and horse-riders, to
the introduction of post-cards, telegrams,
telephones, faxes, emails and the transition
form paper-based communication to
mobile phones and advancements form 2G
to 5G technology.

This vast development not only
breaks barriers between different peoples
but also connect different parts of the
world.

I appreciate the development of the
communication sector, but it's equally chal-
lenging to determine whether it has
contributed positively to our progress or
that become a significant issue for our gen-

eration. There's no doubt that individuals in

=
i
=

)

my age group spend a considerable amount

nY,
SR

This question has prompted me to of time on social media, the internet, and

w'-\v:"?
2

=
4 -h\\O

consider the development of communica-

online chat.
the

development of the

I appreciate

communication sector,
but it's equally chal-
lenging to determine
whether it has con-
tributed positively to
our progress or has

become a significant
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issue for our
generation.
There's
doubt

individuals

no
that

in may age
group spend
a consider-
able amount
of time on
social media,
the internet,
and online
chat.

We have replaced most of out gadgets like
calculators, radios, alarm clocks, etc, with
smart phones, which has led to continuous
radiation exposure.

The Earth ahs become a radiation
hub.

Who has published may reports on
this subject?" Exposure to RF radiation
from mobile phones causes cancers like
glioma and acoustic neuronal, as well as
musculoskeletal disorders, hearing liss, eye
strain, increased stress levels, etc."

Who estimated that 6.3% of India's popula-
tion has hearing impairment based on
NASSO data?
We estimated that 6.3% of India's popula-
tion has hearing impairment based on
NASSO data?

We say this is the end of our social

nects us
with people
call over the
world but

not with our

the new
generation
are reacting
to the old
traditional lifestyle where we feel comfort-
able waking up at night and sleeping in the
morning, but this disrupts our biological (&=

clock and leads to various diseases.

lives.
We live a virtual life and we need to
get active again.

I know several repressors from the

g

\E
AL
Al

<
<
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A\ =5

same university who use keypad, maintainﬁ‘ 3 ’ﬁﬁ‘

a gap between use and overuse, and are suc-

cessful at it.

still rings in the morning.
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The Silent vendors
: A Portrait of
Hope

Piyush Kumar Sahu
B.C.A. - Ist Sem.

Beside the road, a humble stall

Nestled under trees so tall

With withered hands and hearts so
grand

They offer goods form their own
land.

Basket of berries, bright and sweet
Ward, fresh bread - a farmer's treat
Jars of honey, golden and Pure

Each item crafted simple and pure.

But do you see them as you pass
The faces lined like rippling glass?
Their hopes stretched thin, their
patience. Wide

While cars just speed on by their

side
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The vendor smiles though no one
stops

Dreams of selling their precious
groups

They've worked the earth with
sweat & tears

Yet stand unseen through all these

years.

Pauses for a moment, breathe in the

air

See the love and labor there
A world built on honest ground,

In every fruit and flower found.

To buy is not just an enriching.
It's a bond that time cannot
estrange

You take their softy, piece by
Piece.

And give them hope, if just a lease.

So nest time as you drive along.
Hear their quiet, persistent song.
Stop and in their humble hand
Find more than goods - find heart,
find land



In Bengal's heart, a flame was born,

With quill in hand, his soul was sworn.

The Bard of
BengalS

To beauty, truth, and boundless skies,
Where thoughts take wing and spirits rise.

A poet first, with verse so deep,

U Somya Reddy
M.A. English
Il Semester

He stirred the hearts that dared to weep.
With songs he wrote the dawn's first light,

And bathed the world in colors bright.

A painter's brush, a playwright's stage,
He sang of peace, of love, of land,

A prophet wise beyond his age.
With gentle word and guiding hand.

He wore no crown, yet earned the right.
"Gitanjall" flowed from soul to pen,

To walk with stars, and shine as bright.
A gift of hope for all of men.

In Shantiniketan's sacred shade,

For India's soul, he found a voice,
He taught that minds must not be swayed.

And gave her strength to make a choice.
By walls of caste or chains of creed,

His song became a nation's pride, A time-
But nurtured free, like nature's seed

less river, deep and wide.

Now centuries may come and go, But still

1E BARD OF

his words and visions glow.

Tagore, the sage, the seer, the flame, A

world embraced his mighty name.
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Life's Enduring
Hope

YACHANA DADSENA
(M.A. ENGLISH Il Sem.)

r=2wa8! Through the ups and downs,
A
585 through joy and through tears,
S\~ Ll“ =2 5% We write our own stories,
> 4% Racing all our fears
35S bal i
% B .x% Candles flicker tenderly

JE B . .
3 % causing warmth in the dark,
=3 18at
. ,’,!. ;‘_‘ Reminding us of love,
=2 % | igniting that spark
“ S g Each flame tells a story.
“ £ 3 : of hopes held so dear
3
ﬁ‘l ¥ 1n the echoes of our lives,

%“ —s58! we find what we hold near
%\‘ = = In every laugh, every tear,

E\%“ B X in the love that we give,
%“ < We discover the beauty in,
-;%% —5% simply learning to live

:‘ RALC We walk through laughter
3 ’2%12%4\“2,5 .;\ we stumble through pain
',im\-il‘ ': But every step we take.
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helps us grow and gain.

We share laughter and joy.
moments that feel right,
In the simple things.
We find comfort and light
Every heartbeat is precious
every breath a sweet sigh
In this dance of living.
We learn to spread our wings and fly
Like moonlit waves,
my heart beats strong.
Against love's tide.
where wrongs went wrong.
Echoes remain haunting melody,
endless refrain unrequited symphony
Fading whispers lost in time, bittersweet

memories forever in my mind.



The
Unlocking Personal and Professional
Growth:-

Power of Personality:

Personality is a complex and mul-
tifaceted concept that plays a significant
role in shaping our lives. It influences
how we think, feel, and behave, and can
have a profound impact on our personal
and professional relationships. In this
article, we will explore the concept of
personality, its various traits and charac-
teristics, and how they can be developed
and harnessed for personal and profes-
sional growth.

Understanding Personality:-

Personality refers to the unique
combination of characteristics, traits, and
of thought,

behaviour that define an individual. It is

patterns feeling, and
shaped by a combination of genetic and

environmental  factors, including
upbringing, experiences, and cultural
background. Personality is not fixed and
can evolve over time through personal

growth, learning, and self-reflection.

Key Personality Traits:-

Research has identified a range of
key personality traits that are commonly
found across different cultures and

populations. These include:-

The Power of 25!

° 2/ hi‘-
Personality: %‘
Unlocking Personal st
and Professional 5
Growth =

Dr. Rajshree Naidu L\
Guest faculty L:"tl
(English Department) - a‘\
AU

A\

&

- Extraversion: outgoing, sociable, and

assertive

T
e

. . - =k
-Agreeableness: cooperative, compas- g ,;ﬁ
sionate, and empathetic XS

. . . A N

- Conscientiousness: responsible, organ- v 25
3%

ized, and dependable Neuroticism %
=

sensitive, emotional, and prone to stress

-Openness to experience: curious,
open-minded, and creative

Developing Positive Personality Traits:-
While personality is shaped by a range of
factors, it is possible to develop and
strengthen positive traits through prac-
tice, self-reflection, and personal growth.
Some strategies for developing positive
personality traits include:-

- Self-awareness understanding your

strengths, weaknesses, and motivations
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‘%l -Self-reflection: regularly examining
M9 A:9EN : :
=‘2_02§4.§21§my0ur thoughts, feelings, and behaviors

3 “Personal growth. setting goals and

S =2%58S0cial connections: building strong
‘relationships with others.
’,ﬁ%\ -Mindfulness practicing mindfulness and
e
= ,ﬁ_,ﬁ\ =5\ presence in daily life.
',,’- A 'f;The Benefits of Positive Personality

32 el .
=] E%Tralts.
= S

1€ oo E“’;Developing positive personality traits can
: 28 .
'__’;i‘ }%‘Ehave a range of benefits for personal and

E‘\. ';’;’,‘ é“professional growth. These include

) . . .
E‘ =2 g‘Improvs relationships: stronger, meaning

% ' Zﬁ\—i% full connections with others.

-

'a B .
t‘{ -"—’- E}Increases confidence: greater self-
3 al |
;%! = 7’,‘% assurance and self-esteem.
35S bale=

> B ,,g -Better decision-making more informed,

"’ ‘ }%“é}thoughtfnl, and effective decision-mak-

\)
1

=2 “‘ =2 positive personality traits, individuals can

o
Ao

=
5r"_unlock their full potential and achieve
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personal and professional growth.
Through self awareness, self-reflection,
and personal growth, individuals can cul-
tivate the trains and characteristics that
are essential for success and happiness.
By harnessing the power of personality,
individuals can unlock their full potential
and achieve their goals.

India has been home to numerous
influential perscralities who have shaped
the country's history, culture, and politics.
Here are some of the most well-known
India's personalities
Historical Figures-

-Mahatma Gandhi: Known as the

YT T

Father of the Nation," Gandhi led India to
independence from British rule through
non-violent resistance. His philosophy
inspired moves for civil rights and free-

dom globally



Jawaharlal Nehru India's first Rabindranath  Tagore : A

Prime Minister, Nehru played a key role renowned poet and writer, was the first

1918

in the country's Independence movement

s

=
ol

and promoted parliamentary democracy,

-
L atal

secularism, and science development. non-European to win the Nobel Prize in
Subhash Chandar Bose, Literature.

Sami Vivekananda: A

Hindu monk, Viwanda bished hisian

v -réﬂg )

philosophies of Vedanta and Yoga to the |
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Minister of India, Moshi has implement-

ed various economic reforms and devek- |

e
ap=
fal

4
e
“iatolQ

established the Indian National Army and sponent initiatives,
fought for India's independence

Dr. BR Ambedkar. was the
designed the Indian Cousfintion, were
socio-political leader and reformer who

advocated for Dalit right
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\\gl‘ Mother Teresa A Catholic nun arst Nobel Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam: A
1202452& Peace Prize heureste, renowned scientist and former President
—— > )

A\
“l‘ 5558Y Mother Teresa Rounded the of India, Kalau made significant contri-

butions to India's space and missile tech-

; 2% st

g;i‘ -‘ﬁ‘\ Other Notable Personalities
E‘\‘ ';’;”‘ é%l‘ The Great Ashoka : The third nology programas.
E‘&\‘ Eiﬁ‘g emperor of the Virat Kohli: A celebrated Indian
o\~

cEsgMauryan cricketer, Kohli is known for his excep-

v

TR .
% Ll{ -'-’; Eﬂ‘ Empire, Ashoka
SR S
’% _i ,f;% is remembered
”E G\ ',’,% for his conver-

to

; promote non-violence. tional hatting skills and kadership

Rani Laxmi Bai: The queen of Neeraj Chopra: An Olympic gold
Jhansi, Rani Laxmi Bai played a key role medallist in javelin throw, Chopra has
in the Indian Rebellion of 1857. become a symbol of bestia's sporting

prowess




INTRODUCTION

"It is a truth universally acknowl-
edged, that a single man in possession of a
good fortune, must be in want of a wife",
mark the famous opening lines of one of
the most loved novels of the 19th century,
"Pride and Prejudice" by Jane Austen.
"Pride and Prejudice" was originally writ-
ten under the title "First Impressions
between 1796 and 1797 and was published
later in 1813.

The novel was written during the
Regency period of the Georgian era and
follows the story of a young maiden,
Elizabeth Bennet, navigating her way

through love and societal expectations.
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COLLECTABLE CLASSICS Pj:\.‘\

Complete & Unabridged rf‘:‘ ;'1

A

The Theme of Social
Class 1n Jane
Austen's 'Pride and
Prejudice’

Sugandha Saxena

M.A. English Literature
(Il - Semester)

MAJOR THEMES

The novel explores a myriad of

themes, such as love, mamage, pride, |

prejudice, class, reputation, and many oth-

ers. As suggested by the title of the novel.

Pride and Prejudice comprise a vital role in |

the development of the novel.

SOCIAL CLASS AS SEEN IN "PRIDE -

AND PREJUDICE"

Social Class is defined as 'a group- |

ing of people into a set of hierarchical
social categories, the most common being
the working class, middle class, and upper
class based on social and economic status.
In the novel "Pride and Prejudice", Jane
Austen wrote about social class extensive-

ly. Her novel describes how income and
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== ‘wealth, family lineage and living stan-

skl

adards, all contributed to mark out social
=; SEclass. In the novel, Austen depicted that
\t= ' jys marriage has an immense role in social

":’,Erank. Throughout her novel, she displayed

=g . S

i ‘.cﬁithe status of British society in the 19th
o>
", century having class issues and marriages

L/

i

"
wibd

“based on economic advantages and social

>

%“E\m

“upliftment rather than compatibility and

Wiy

a
n

love.

i:'\i

= However, she satirized the conven-
tion of marriage in her novel. She demon-

2$6strated that mere personal preferences like
=3

'.’E

5 conly misery, shame, sorrow and isolation.

wealth and class factors could produce

=2 . . .
=5y With great irony and satire, Jane showed
CRA

Z 2"0’274?25%how people were influenced by social rank
A

74

¥ and wealth. Women
* were reduced to the
~ status

though they

{ wanted to achieve
more in life after
> getting married.
| So how did the
concept of class come
about? Class and indi-
vidual identity rely
upon the capitalist
. system of division of
labour. This division is the manifestation of
all sorts of major social inequalities
existing since time immemorial.

There were also concepts of aris-
tocracy, mobility, tended gentry, etc. Thus
novel predominantly deals with the well-
off range people of the society of that time.
The English society of eighteenth and nine-
teenth century was majorly governed by
strict inheritance laws. The property equal-
ly distributed among the members, of the
male heirs.

State of women

Women had no rights to say in the
financial matters as explained in the
preceding point. This fact left them with no

choice but to marry a rich man to lead a



comfortable life thus making meanings the
utmost important event of their life.
Women looked marriage as a means of
stability which made them even more
dependent on men. Hence, spinsterhood
was not seen in high regards.

However, a woman of the upper
class could expect to be granted a "fortune"
from her family upon marriage or the death
of her father, if she is married, it would
contribute to her husband's income, other-
wise it would cover her living expenses.

It is evident in the story that it was
through women that a family's reputation
stayed intact. For example, when Lydia
runs away with Wickham, Elizabeth is seen
panicking about the scandal and how this
event will bring shame to the family and
also reduce the other sisters chances of get-
ting married.

Concept of Gentlemen

The gentleman concept covers sev-
eral terms including the army, clergy, and
even the merchants. The Judgement of
gentlemen's nature was based primarily on
social class and wealth.

Austen gave equal, if not more
weight to personal qualities like virtue and
that

behavior, One of the features

gentleman should possess physical beauty.

Talking about Mr. Darcy, these fea-

tures of physical beauty, wealth and class |

makes him admirable and desirable to his
surroundings, including the ladies. The
physical features of Darcy succeeded in
winning Meryton society's interest during
the ball

However, his physical beauty dis-
agrees with his manner. As already men-
tioned, the gentleman is admired for his
male appearance Darcy's initial appearance
in "Pride and Prejudice" is staged with

arrogance. This made the society at
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\ﬁﬁl Meryton reluctant to accept him and the

AV
gz_uzglézl'é;}ufemale protagonist mistook his character.

%‘ - gentlemen quality.

(A= i
%ﬁl = Sometimes, the gentleman needed
AN C $ito show who they were and where they
38l S5
s ,ﬁg\‘ came from .
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,:}E";FL\ =3 As the story progresses, it is found

e\ =
=2 w-—ww=:that he is portrayed as a quick-witted gen-
= ﬁ%% p y q g

s = ~ zZtleman and is in harmony with his heroine.
=58 Bk . . .

! X -}ﬁl‘ After a short visit to his estate, Georgiana,
\ g‘;“ 751 is revealed as well as the housekeepin
(A\ :':";é“‘ ‘ ‘ ping
:staff sang his praises

T x2Sk Additionally, his help towards

S 88 . . .
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%‘éﬁl“even when
%'he had no

%“ :’%Eneed to. His
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including Elizabeth.
Austen succeeded in projecting him as an
example of what the gentlemen should be
and how they supposedly behave. To say
the least, he is a layered and complex char-
acter by nature.

Factors affecting society during the
regency era in Britain

To understand the society and its
expectations, it is imperative to outline the
major events occurring in Britain during
the regency period and their impact. The
period is marked for its political and eco-
nomic instability that followed in the 1810s
and 1820s as well. These historical trends
have made a considerable role in Austen's

domestic

fictions

Being the
beginning
of the
Industrial
Revolution,
the period
saw a shift
in arts and

letters to an

era of




romance. It was also the period in which
the first traces of feminist and ebolitionist
concerns were heard in Western Europe.
Thus Austen got recognition for her works
Symbolism/reflection in characters

Austen's characters can be under-
stood as symbols reflecting different
thought processes throughout her tale.
Reflecting the financial insecurity of the
familly, Mrs. Bennet relentlessly pursues
advantageous marriages for her daughters.
For the Bennet sisters, marriage represents
a means of securing their financial future
and social standing, given.

Characters like Mr. Darcy radiate
an air of atimocratic entitlement and privi-
lege, Characters like Mr. Bingley, though
lacking aristocratic ancestry. ascend the
social ladder through their wealth and con-
nections and gains acceptance into elite cir-
cles.

Through Elizabeth Bennet's wit and
independence. Austen challenges the
notion that one's worth is solely determined
by birth or fortune, advocating instead to
prioritize individual merit and virtue in a
world with widespread prejudice and
pretension.

Austen deftly exposes the tensions

between personal desires and societal
expectations, as characters grapple with the
competing demands of love, duty, and
social advancement.Austen's motive to
break social barriers. The marriages of
Elizabeth and Darcy, of Bingley and Jane

which were dictated by love, is proof

enough of the train of thoughts that went |

through the author's mind, desiring to put
out the message of breaking class con-
sciousness.

Although she entertains the idea of
marrying for advantage as seen in

Charlotte's case, she advocates for

marrying for love as far as possible.
CONCLUSION
Not only the concept of 'pride' and

‘prejudice’ is a reflection of the time, but |

social divisions need to be analyzed thor-
oughly as well. Thus, taking in the histori-
cal perspective of the era, social divide was
prominent among the people, not only in
terms of upper, middle and lower class but
also in terms of gender. This fact gives an
important factor to consider while studying
the 'Pride and Prejudice’, a timeless novel
by one of the most influential writers, Jane

Austen.
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Jane Austen: The
Enduring Legacy
of a Literary
Genius

Harsh Sahu
M.A.2nd sem. (English
Literature)

Jane Austen: A Timeless Literary than two centuries after her death.

Early Life and Education : Jane was the

¢ seventh of eight chil-

dren born to George

PLN ":;‘ .

g‘_‘“% England, is one of Austen, a clergyman,
=X 2]

% 'k and his wife

yi

i$a$ \ Cassandra Leigh

S s Austen. The Austen
“iﬁfa\“ erature. Known for household was lively

and intellectually
stimulating. Her
father encouraged
love for reading and
provided access to a

large home library,
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which deeply inﬂenced Jane's literary
development.

From a young age, Jane showed an
aptitude for storytelling. By her teens, she
was already writing short stories, plays,
and satirical pieces for the amusement of
her family. These early works, known col-
lectively as her "Juvenilia," display her
early flair for satire and understanding of
human behavior.

Literary Career :

Jane Austen's professional writing
career began in earnest in her twenties,
although her first novel wasn't published
until 1811. Her debut, "Sense and

Sensibility," was released anonymously

like all her published works during her life-

time-bearing only the title "By a Lady."
This novel was followed by:

"Pride and Prejudice" (1813) -
Often considered her masterpiece, it show-
cases the evolving relationship between
Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy
"Mansfield Park" (1814) - A more serious
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novel.
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"Emma" (1815) - A witty portrayal

T

of a spoiled but charming matchmaker.
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"Northanger Abbey" and "Persuasion" -

W

E=
0
-

a1

4’mm'\ = ‘

\}

W,

Published posthumously in 1817, these

works reflected both satire and maturity in
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style and theme.
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Austen's novels primarily explored |
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the lives and concerns of the British land-
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lord gentry at the turn of the 19th century.
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She is renowned for her commentary on 2
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issues such as marriage, social status, and
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women's dependence on men for financial l‘ =
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security.
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Personal Life:

Despite the romantic plots of her
novels, Jane Austen never married. She
was briefly engaged to Harris Bigg-Wither
in 1802 but called off the engagement the
next day. She remained close to her family

throughout her life, especially her sister
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;3% BIE
::’;“ =%2\1 Cassandra, who was also her confidante
=3 ‘

BV =SSN and supporter.

\ 5 \
In 1801, the Austen family moved

P

= :}?}_ﬁ:\; After her father's death in 1805, the family
=3

’,g SV faced financial difficulties and moved

=3% j6al \*é;} several times before settling in Chawton in

ease or Hodgkin's
lymphoma, and died on
July 18, 1817, at the age of

She is buried in

Though her books
were modestly suc-
cessful during her life,
Austen's  reputation
4 grew significantly in
the decades following
her death. Today, her
novels are celebrated
worldwide and adapted
into countless films,
TV series, and literary
reinterpretations.

Jane Austen's writing endures for
its timeless portrayal of human nature,
social critique, and the elegant balance of
humor and insight. She remains a shining
figure in literature, reminding readers of

the power of wit, love, and integrity.




o , ’ b \ = /
JrerfiTer W o W ® STt ey wure e fren Hife 2020 @ w0 wewE @
T W gU IR o T faumaes off o e T o g ITET o ", faumren off wors aea



VIKSIT BHARAT |

Y6UTH ¢

PA
“

BLIAMENT

e Oagut & th -
3 id) A

-
\ 5

SR A Ml e T SANIY S\ Mt i et |

- 2 y i

& . . - e :

» 4 . 4 » |

> i
3 i .
| -
' AL = .... - ‘;

¥ | - jt

BTG T W FaT THG Waariar § ForT T U i aret
T TEIeraTeTd o BT SUi9] AaTd ! T TR WX YT feha Tl
iy = T gan wHe gl § 78 et fom
TS o | BeEITG T ot Wlar-eres ferar |

BTG IITEA, 357 9181 fIamT o ATCYNIHR HETfaeners & Weamue fafas
TETterETerat # HAIAe Wed o U8 W uared gy | 3 aeft 7 frgen yremat wn
HETferTeT™ TRe FRT Fe feram e |

eI, VTHEH4 fagaTe) A1ed ATeweht FIaeh T 9Tl Heferened g1 (S1.) G Yetyra e faeen famst g gfem
HH- 0788 2211688 § Wev:pprinci2010@gmail.com asmEe www.govisciencecollegedurg.ac.in



